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BIBLE STUDY METHODS
Purpose Statement:

To prepare you for a lifetime of firsthand Bible study by teaching you a simple, in‑ depth, inductive method of Bible study which you can use to make these first‑hand discoveries in the Word.

Learning Objectives:

This course will help you to:

1.
Establish a regular, daily time of personal devotions which includes both Bible study and prayer time.

2.
Be challenged and excited about personal Bible study.

3.
Understand an overview of the process of inductive Bible study.

4.
List the basic tools available for Bible study and explain their uses.

5.
Demonstrate the use of specific methods in Bible study including: survey & context charts; structural diagrams; lexical, grammatical, and historical / cultural studies; summary outlines & guidelines for application.

6.
Allow God to change your life.  "The Scripture was not given to increase our knowledge, but to change our lives."
‑ D. L. Moody
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BIBLE STUDY METHODS ‑ #1

Purpose Statement:

To motivate and encourage you to begin personal Bible study by showing the importance of the Word of God and the tools which are available for Bible study.

Learning Objectives:

This session will help you to:

1.
Understand how studying the Bible will help you.

2.
List the qualifications for personal Bible study.

3.
Understand the basic convictions we need to have concerning the Word of God.

4.
Understand how our Bible came to be.

5.
List some tools needed for Bible study.

6.
Know a bibliography of various tools for Bible study.

7.
Know how to begin personal Bible study.

INTRODUCTION TO BIBLE STUDY

I

SEQ 1_1 \* ALPHABETIC \r 0A
HOW STUDYING THE BIBLE WILL HELP YOU

A

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
Discussion Questions:  How does studying the Bible help you?

B

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
Suggested Answers:

1

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \r 0a
Strengthens your convictions.

2

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Enables you to accurately handle God's Word.

3

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Enables you to understand spiritual truth.

4

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Gives God the opportunity to speak to you.

5

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Helps you to know God's character, thereby enabling you to trust God for greater things.

6

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Provides the basis for becoming Christ's disciple (John 8:31).

7

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Enables you to understand Biblical truth in its true context.

8

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Makes the Christian life more exciting, joyful, and full of peace.

9

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Shows you the right things to do and prevents you from falling into sin.

10

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Disciplines your mind and will, and equips you for every good work.

II

SEQ 1_1 \* ALPHABETIC \r 0A
QUALIFICATIONS FOR BIBLE STUDY

A

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
A             heart.  I Corinthians 2:14‑15

The interpreter must be born again.  He must have personally received Jesus Christ as his Saviour and Lord.

B

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
A                          heart.  I John 1:9

Refusing to deal with sin in your life breaks fellowship with God.  The secret of restored fellowship and the cleansed life is very simple.  "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (I John 1:9).  Before beginning your Bible study, stop to confess to God any known sins.

C

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
A                        heart.  I Peter 2:2

Bible knowledge does not come through casual interest and occasional reading.

D

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
An                                 heart.  Psalms 119:98‑100

To understand the Bible truly you must be willing to respond to what God shows you of His will in the Bible.  The Bible calls for response, not just analysis.

E

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
A                                     heart.  Matthew 7:7; Galatians 5:23

A person with this kind of heart will begin to do something and keep on doing it, even though it is hard.  He is willing to cut out other things he would like to do for the sake of this priority.  Because he knows his priority is right, he will keep at it and will not be drawn away.  Learning the Bible requires such a heart.

F

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
A                                    heart.  Isaiah 50:4

This is a heart that wants to learn and go on learning, one that never says, "Now I know enough."  Rather, it is a heart that knows it has much more to learn, and eagerly and humbly is ready to learn at any time.

III

SEQ 1_1 \* ALPHABETIC \r 0A
HOW OUR BIBLE CAME TO US

[image: image1.wmf]
IV

SEQ 1_1 \* ALPHABETIC \cA
TOOLS FOR BIBLE STUDY
A

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
The Basic Tools

1

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
A study Bible.

2

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Pen and notebook.

3

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Bible dictionary and handbook.

4

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Other translations for comparisons.

B

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
Other Tools

1

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Concordance

A concordance lists all the verse references on a particular subject.  For example, you might look up the word "anger" to find out different verses in the Bible in which that word is used.

2

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Bible Dictionary

A Bible Dictionary lists words and subjects found in the Bible and explains each one, summarizing the meanings in the Bible, but not necessarily giving many actual references.  It also treats some subjects like archaeology and the Trinity, even though the actual word is not found in the Bible.

3

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Commentary

This gives the opinion of the author of the commentary as to the meaning of the actual text of Scripture, book by book, chapter by chapter, and sometimes even verse by verse.  Some are very thorough but others are brief and give only summaries of paragraphs or chapters.

NOTE:
Suggestions of specific concordances, commentaries and other Bible study helps may be found in the Bibliography pages.

V

SEQ 1_1 \* ALPHABETIC \r 0A
BIBLIOGRAPHY

BIBLE DICTIONARIES
Douglas, J.D., editor, The New Bible Dictionary. Grand Rapids:

Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1962.

Nave, Orville, editor, Nave's Topical Bible. Chicago: Moody Press, 1973.

Tenney, Merrill C., editor, The Zondervan Pictorial Bible  Dictionary.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1963.

Unger, Merrill, Bible Dictionary. Chicago: Moody Press, 1957.

BIBLE HANDBOOKS
Halley, Henry, Halley's Bible Handbook. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1927.

Unger, Merrill, Unger's Bible Handbook. Chicago: Moody Press 1967.

BIBLE STUDY METHODS
Jensen, Irving, Independent Bible Study.  Chicago: Moody Press, 1963.

Job, John B., editor, How to Study the Bible. Downers Grove, Illinois: Inter‑Varsity Press,  1972.

LaHaye, Tim, How to Study the Bible Yourself. Irvine, California: Harvest House Publishers, 1976.

Vos, Howard F. Effective Bible Study. Hong Kong: Seed Press, 1975.

Search the Scriptures.  Colorado Springs, Colorado: The Navigators, 1974.

COMMENTARIES
Single Volume Commentaries on the Whole Bible:

Guthrie and J.A. Motyer, editors, The New Bible Commentary: Revised.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1970.

Henry, Matthew, Commentary on the Whole Bible, Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1961.

Jamieson, Robert; Fausset A.R.,; Brown, David, Commentary on the Whole Bible.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, n.d.

Morgan, Campbill, An Exposition of the Whole Bible. Old Tappan, N.J.:  Fleming H. Revell Co., n.d.

Pfeiffer, Charles and Harrison, Everett, editors, The Wycliffe Bible Commentary. Chicago: Moody Press, 1962.

Series of single book commentaries:

Study Guide Commentaries. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House.

The Tyndale New Testament Commentaries. London: The Tyndale Press.

Walvoord, John F. and Roy B. Zuck, eds. The Bible Knowledge Commentary: New Testament.  Wheaton, IL: SP Publications, 1983.

Walvoord, John F. and Roy B. Zuck, eds. The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament.  Wheaton, IL: SP Publications, 1985.

CONCORDANCES
Strong, Ames, Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible.  New York: Abingdon Press, 1890.

Wright, Charles H.H., editor, Cruden's Handy Concordance. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1963.

Young, Robert, Analytical Concordance to the Bible. Grand Rapids: W.B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. (no date).

HERMENEUTICS
Ramm, Bernard, Protestant Biblical Interpretation. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1970.

Sterrett, T.N., How to Understand Your Bible.  Bombay: Joyti Paperbacks, 1973.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Conybeare, W.J. and Howson, J.F., The Life and Epistles of St. Paul.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1976.

Gundry, Robert, A Survey of the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1970.

Guthrie, Donald, New Testament Introduction. Downers Grove, Illinois:  Inter‑Varsity Press, 1971.

Harrison, Everrett, Introduction to the New Testament.  Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1964.

Hiebert, D. Edmond, An Introduction to the Pauline Epistles. Chicago:  Moody Press, 1954.

Stott, John, Understanding the Bible, Sydney: Anzea Publishing, 1972.

Tenney, Merrill, New Testament Survey. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1967.

Van Dooren, L.A.T. Introducing the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1967.

TEACHING BIBLE STUDIES
Girdlestone, Robert B. Synonyms of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1976.

Vincent, M.R., Word Studies in the New Testament, Volumes I and II, 

MacDill AFB, Florida: MacDonald Publishing Co., n.d.

Vine, W.E., An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words.  Old Tappan, N.J.: Fleming H. Revell Co. 1940.

Wuest, Kenneth S., Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament.  Volumes I‑III. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1973.

(NOTE: It is possible to get Wuest's Word Studies in paperback form.  Each paperback covers a single book of the New Testament.)

VI

SEQ 1_1 \* ALPHABETIC \cA
PERSONAL BIBLE STUDY
A

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
The Definition of Personal Bible Study

1

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Personal Bible study is the study of God's Word primarily for my own information and inner transformation (as opposed to preparing a Bible study to teach or share with others).

2

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
I am asking the question, "What is the truth of Your Word, and how do you want to apply it to my life today?"

B

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
The Preparation for Personal Bible Study

1

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Decide the logistics in advance.

a

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \r 00
A regular time.

b

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \c0
A regular place.

c

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \c0
A regular plan of study.

2

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \r 0a
Recognize that there may be hindrances.

a

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \c0
Poor planning or non‑planning.

b

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \c0
Unexpected interruptions.

(1)
Solve them and continue.

(2)
Postpone them and continue.

(3)
Come back later after taking care of them.

c

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \r 00
Spiritual warfare.

In Ephesians 6:11‑12, Paul instructs believers: 

"Put on the full armour of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places."
d

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \c0
Unconfessed sin.

(1)
"God's Word will keep you from sin; or sin will keep you from God's Word." (Cf. Psalm 119:9,11.)

(2)
We are not to allow our sins to "stack up"; when we become aware of sin in our lives we need to confess it, turn from it, and allow the Lord Jesus to apply His forgiveness and cleansing to our lives (I John 1:7‑10).

C

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
The Process of Personal Bible Study

1

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \r 0a
Invite and expect the Holy Spirit to illuminate the Word and apply it to your life (John 16:12‑15; I Corinthians 2:9‑3:2).

Charles Ryrie states: "The Spirit illuminates the meaning of (the) closed canon, and He does so through study and meditation.  Study employs all the proper tools for ascertaining the meaning of the text.  Meditation thinks about the true facts of the text, putting them together into a harmonious whole and applying them to one's life ... Illumination is not concerned primarily with underlying facts but with using those facts to promote Christ‑likeness" (Basic Theology, [Wheaton, IL: Scripture Press, 1986], p. 116).

2

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Spend a few minutes worshipping the Lord.

a

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \r 00
To worship God means to give Him the reverence and respect He is due; to adore, exalt, and magnify Him.

b

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \c0
Worship involves:

(1)
An acknowledgement of God: who He is, His attributes, His presence.

(2)
An attitude of heart: personal intimacy with Him.

(3)
A voluntary response on our part as we more fully yield ourselves to Him; often this includes a physical response.

c

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \r 00
As we worship, we may sing or speak our praises to Him (whether aloud or silently).

d

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \c0
Note: Worship is not simply an activity we perform for a few minutes before we pray or study the Bible; it is a lifestyle.

3

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \r 0a
Have a regular plan for your personal Bible study.

a

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \c0
Over a period of months, you may wish to use a variety of methods.

(1)
Inductive Bible study, such as the one taught in this class.

(2)
Topical Bible study, in which you discover what the Bible teaches on specific topics in a book, Testament, or the whole Bible.

(3)
A character study in which you investigate the life of one of the biblical characters, such as David, Moses, Peter, or Ruth.

b

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \r 00
Always feel free to deviate from your intended plan for a given day.

D

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
The Response to Personal Bible Study

1

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \r 0a
The primary goals of personal Bible study are to know God more intimately and to allow Him to transform our lives.

a

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \c0
The more intimately we know our Father, the more completely we can yield ourselves to Him, so that He can accomplish His purposes in and through us. (Cf. I John 4:18).

b

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \c0
He desires to transform us into the image of Jesus Christ and, as we saturate our minds with Scripture, He will transform every area of our lives (Rom. 8:29; 12:1,2; Phil. 4:8,9; Heb. 4:12).

2

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \r 0a
No matter where we may be in our personal Bible study plan, each day we need to stop and ask, "Father, what are you saying to me today through what I have studied in Your Word?"

3

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
This aspect of study is called meditation.

Meditation is the practice of pondering, considering, and reflecting on portions of Scripture, in total dependence on the Holy Spirit to give understanding of its truth and meaning, and by obedient response and reception of that Word, having it imparted to one's inner being.  The impartation of such truth brings life and light to the Christian who comes with an attitude of humility, trust, and obedience.  Meditation is inwardly receiving truth.  It is feeding on Christ, the living bread and living word.

VII

SEQ 1_1 \* ALPHABETIC \r 0A
OUR BASIC CONVICTIONS

A

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
The Bible is God's Word, inspired by God, and so different from all other books.  And the whole Bible is God's Word, both Old and New Testaments.  To put it simply, what the Bible says, God says.  But we need to be careful here.  It is not just what I (or you or someone else) think the Bible says.  There are many silly or wild ideas of what the Bible says.

Just because we believe the Bible does not mean that all of our ideas about the Bible are necessarily correct, nor that our understanding of a particular verse is necessarily right.  That is one of the main reasons why we need to study and interpret the Bible carefully.

In the Bible God communicates with man.  He communicates information, truth, which we could not otherwise know.  Because God has communicated His viewpoint to us in words we need not guess what He is like or what He gives us in Christ.  God has communicated with us in words, in just the way we communicate with other people.

For this speaking, God chose certain men and superintended their writing by His Holy Spirit, so that the product, our Bible, is His message.  Its accuracy and infallibility are guaranteed.  Of course, God didn't simply dictate.  He worked through the consciousness and personality of each writer, through his feelings and patterns of expression.  Yet the end result is God's message, His truth, His Word.

This conviction is basic to our study of the Bible.  Our whole approach is affected by it.  Bible study is not just a technique.  The attitude of faith in the Bible is vital for understanding the Bible.  To understand the Bible truly, you must be confident that it is God's Word, in which He has spoken to human beings and to you.  The Bible statements are authoritative and trustworthy.  You can depend on them without question.

B

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
The Bible in your language is God's Word  The Bible, as you know, was not written originally in the languages that most people have as their mother tongue.  The Old Testament came in Hebrew, except for small portions in Aramaic.  The New Testament came in Greek.  So the Bibles we use are translations, whether English, Tagalog, Spanish, Chinese, or any other language.  Generally the translations have been made carefully and prayerfully by godly Christian scholars.  Such translations have been wonderfully guided by the Holy Spirit, and we have confidence that they are God's Word.

C

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
The Bible can be adequately understood in the translations.  Some students believe that only by studying the Bible in Hebrew and Greek can we get the meaning adequately.  But most believers in most of the church throughout most of the time since Christ have known the Bible only in translations.

Even today, only a tiny minority of Christians in the world can read the writings of the scholars who know the original languages.  Commentaries, concordances, etc., are either not available in most languages, or are too costly for people to buy.  Does God arrange things so that most Christians cannot adequately know His Word?  No, translations do convey the essential meaning of the Bible.

This doesn't mean that scholarship (diligent, careful study) is useless.  It is important and valuable.  Through scholarship, additional knowledge, valuable insights into the Scripture, and especially into special problems of interpretation, are gained.  But the essential meaning of the Bible is in the translations.

So be encouraged to study your Bible and expect to understand it.  Remember that real understanding does not come by shallow or careless reading, but rather through prayerful disciplined study.

D

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
The Bible is a unity, one revelation.  The Old and New Testaments do not contradict each other in their revelation of God.  They are complementary.  The Old prepares for the New and the New fulfils the Old.  There is progress in the revelation, that which is in the Old Testament being partial and given "in many various ways."  The final revelation is through Christ as recorded in the New Testament.  But Christ is the centre of the Old Testament too, though His picture there is in parts and pieces.  But we should understand the Bible as we see Christ and God's plan of redemption through Him in the whole Bible.

E

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
The Bible is its own interpreter.  That is to say, one passage throws light on another.  We are to compare Scripture with Scripture, and this is basic in Bible interpretation.  Plain statements help to explain obscure ones.  Literal statements illumine figurative ones.  New Testament history and teaching unveil Old Testament prophecy.  So we compare Scripture with Scripture.  But such comparing is to be done carefully, not arbitrarily or foolishly.

F

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
The Bible language is mainly normal human language.  At one time it was thought that the New Testament was written in a sort of heavenly or spiritual Greek.  But later it was found that the New Testament language is the everyday language of the first century, A.D.  It is ordinary language.  And so are the translations.  The language may be affected by the culture of the Jewish people of that time.  There are expressions or phrases peculiar to the Jews, called Hebrew idioms.

There are some words that were commonly used but in the Bible have a special meaning, such as "ecclesia" (church) and "agape" (love).  Prophetic language has special characteristics, such as speaking of a future event in the past tense.  But in general it is ordinary language.  It uses nouns, verbs, and other grammatical forms as we do.  Even many of the figures of speech are the kind we use.  When the Bible speaks of trees clapping their hands or hills laughing, we have no difficulty understanding that.  So we can expect to find the elements of language that we already know, and we can study them to learn the meaning of Scripture.  We expect to analyze and apply the ordinary laws of language.

G

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
Since the Word of God is given that "the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work" (II Tim. 3:17), our understanding of the Bible must be accompanied by an honest, intelligent, and obedient response to the message.  There is no understanding of the Bible that is simply technical and theoretical.  God's truth demands a response.  When that truth is clear to the mind, then the will must respond.  Knowledge and obedience cannot be separated.  We learn in order that we may do, and we have not truly learned until we do.

H

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
The Holy Spirit's teaching is necessary for the under-standing of the Bible.  We cannot understand its meaning simply as the result of our own ability or the fruit of our own study.  "He will guide you into all the truth" said Jesus, referring to the Holy Spirit (John 16:13).  Spiritual things "are spiritually discerned," said Paul (I Corinthians 2:14), and the truths of the Bible go beyond the facts and information found in it.  The basic meaning of the Bible is spiritual, and to get that meaning we must be taught by the Holy Spirit.

Taken from How to Understand Your Bible by T. Norton Sterrett.  Revised edition (c) 1974 by Inter‑Varsity Christian Fellowship of the USA.  Used by permission of InterVarsity Press, P.O. Box 1400, Downers Grove, IL 60515.


BIBLE STUDY METHODS #2

Purpose Statement:

To explain the overview of personal Bible study and the importance of the historical and cultural background of a book of the Bible.

Learning Objectives:

This session will help you to:

1.
Understand the overview of personal Bible study.

2.
Be aware of the importance of the historical and cultural background of a book of the Bible.

3.
Know how to make key observations on a book of the Bible. 

I

SEQ 1_1 \* ALPHABETIC \r 0A
GETTING THE BIG PICTURE: OVERVIEW
A

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
READ THE BOOK AT LEAST THREE TIMES.

1

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \r 0a
Read it straight through the first time.

2

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
By the second or third time, begin making notations concerning the key words, topics, atmosphere, and so forth.

B

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
WHAT TO LOOK FOR AS YOU READ THE BOOK:

1

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Look for key words and phrases.

2

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Look for special problems or topics dealt with in the book.

3

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Look for the Literary Form (type of literature) of the book.  Determine whether this literature is a narrative (e.g., the Gospels), a letter (e.g., Romans), a prophetic book (e.g., Isaiah), poetry (e.g., Psalms), a parable (such as Jesus used in the Gospels), apocalyptic literature (e.g., Revelation), and so forth.

4

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Look for the atmosphere of the book: joy, sadness, thanksgiving, penitence, zeal, despair, encouragement, etc.

5

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Look for the central theme of the book and how the author seeks to develop it.  Ask yourself: What is the major emphasis of the book?  What are the recurring issues?  This is actually the author's purpose in writing the book.  When you feel you have found it, keep it in mind and try to see ways in which it is emphasized throughout the book.

Remember that as you study the book more carefully, you may later change your mind about the central theme.  Do not be afraid to do this if necessary.  The primary value of seeking to determine it at this beginning stage is to get an overview of the entire book and to begin to see the essential unity of the book.

6

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Look for a key verse or passage which generally expresses the central theme.

C

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
CONSIDER THE HISTORICAL, CULTURAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING OF THE BOOK.

1

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Some of this information will be contained in the book itself; for other information you will need to consult some reference books: Bible handbooks, Bible dictionaries, etc.  Some of the things you will want to note are:

a

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \r 00
Author, date and place of writing.

b

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \c0
Author's purpose in writing.

c

SEQ 1_4 \* Arabic \c0
Historical setting in which it was written; historical background of recipient; geographical location.

2

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \r 0a
Remember that this is just the beginning of a fascinating study.  As you continue, read, read, read the book through again and again!!

II

SEQ 1_1 \* ALPHABETIC \r 0A
GETTING THE BIG PICTURE: EPHESIANS OVERVIEW
KEY WORDS AND PHRASES:
seated, walk, stand firm, grace, love, riches, fullness, in, body.

SPECIAL TOPICS:
Position and Inheritance in Christ, Body of Christ, The Christian's Armour.

LITERARY FORM:
Epistolary.

ATMOSPHERE OF THE BOOK:
Exalted, victorious, "to the praise of His glory."

THEME:
Our Walk in Christ.

The first half of the book is primarily doctrinal; the second half is primarily exhortations concerning practical Christian living.  Paul's desire seems to be to encourage the Ephesians to live godly lives and to do that he presents the doctrinal basis upon which such a life must be based: recognizing and acting upon our position in Christ.

KEY VERSE:
Ephesians 4:1 ‑ "Walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called."

III

SEQ 1_1 \* ALPHABETIC \cA
MAP OF NEW TESTAMENT AREAS
IV

SEQ 1_1 \* ALPHABETIC \cA
THE EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS
The standard commentaries and books on New Testament introduction may be consulted for detailed information relative to the critical problems of Colossians.  The scope of the present work permits only a brief summary of matters which are of general interest.

A

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
Its authorship.  The authenticity of Colossians was once seriously questioned by many, but today there is almost unanimous agreement among Biblical scholars that Colossians is, as it purports to be (1:1; 4:18), from the hand of Paul.  Evidence in support of this view comes from within the epistle and from the witness of early Christian writers.  Meyer, in fact, concludes that the external testimony for Colossians is "so ancient and continuous and universal... that from this side a well‑grounded doubt cannot be raised" (quoted by Dargan, p.3).

One strong argument for the Pauline authorship of Colossians is its relation to the epistle to Philemon.  Both of these books, sent to the same town and in all likelihood conveyed by the same messenger, contain the names of Paul, Timothy, Onesimus, Archippus, Epaphras, Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke.  The consensus of scholarly opinion is that Philemon is incontestably Pauline, and it is the feeling of many that the strength of its position carries over to Colossians.

B

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
Its date.  Colossians was obviously written during an imprisonment of Paul (4:10, 18), but the epistle contains no indication as to the place of imprisonment.  Caesarea has had its advocates, but the Caesarean hypothesis has now been largely abandoned.  G.S. Duncan (St. Paul's Ephesian Ministry) argues for Ephesus, but this view has not gained wide acceptance.  One of the chief arguments against Duncan's position is that there is no certain evidence that Paul was ever a prisoner in Ephesus.  Moreover, though Luke was with Paul when Colossians was written (4:14), he was not present with the apostle during the Ephesian ministry (note the absence of "we"/ "us" in the Acts narrative).  The traditional theory, and the one still most generally held, is that Paul was in Rome when Colossians was written.  The epistle should therefore be dated about A.D. 62 or 63, during Paul's first Roman imprisonment.  Perhaps it was written before Ephesians, but surely not much time separated the two epistles.

C

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
Its occasion and purpose. The immediate occasion for the writing of Colossians was the arrival of Epaphras in Rome with disturbing news about the presence of heresy at Colossae.  However, Paul's contact with Onesimus, the runaway slave whose master lived in Colossae, may have increased his interest in the Colossian church at this time.

Paul's purpose in writing Colossians was threefold:

(1) to express his personal interest in the Colossians, (2) to warn them against reverting to their old pagan vices (cf. 3:5ff.), and (3) to refute the false teaching which was threatening the Colossian church (see above).  The last named was doubtless Paul's major concern in writing this letter.

D

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
Its theme.  Each of Paul's epistles has some salient thought.  For example, in Romans and Galatians the central theme is justification by faith; in Ephesians, the unity of the church as the body of Christ; in Philippians, the joy of Christian living; in Thessalonians, the doctrine of last things.  Colossians proclaims the absolute supremacy and sole sufficiency of Jesus Christ.  Robertson calls it Paul's "full‑length portrait of Christ" (p. 12).

E

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \c0
Its relation to Ephesians.  Colossians and Ephesians, companion epistles, are remarkably alike.  They are unlike, for instance, in historical background.  Both epistles were written by Paul out of an experience of imprisonment.  Both were sent originally to believers in Asia.  Both were entrusted to Tychicus, the messenger who was to bear them to their respective destinations (cf. Col. 4:7; Eph. 6:21).  Moreover, many of the topics treated are common to both (the person of Christ, the church as Christ's body, ethical duties, relationships within the family, etc.).  Even the language of the two epistles is strikingly similar.  Moulton points out that in Colossians the margin of the English Revised Version has 72 references to Ephesians, but only 88 to all of the other Pauline epistles.  Ephesians seems to be an expansion by Paul of ideas presented in compact form in Colossians.

There are also significant differences between the epistles.  There is, for instance, a difference in emphasis.  Both epistles are concerned with the Lordship of Christ and the unity of His body, the church. However, in Ephesians the stress is on the church as the body of Christ; in Colossians the emphasis is on Christ as the head of the church.  There is also a difference of style.  Colossians is terse and abrupt; Ephesians is diffuse and flowing.  Colossians is specific, concrete, and elliptical; Ephesians is abstract, didactic, and general. Finally, there is a difference of mood.  Colossians, argumentative and polemical, is a "letter of discussion"; Ephesians, calm and meditative, is a "letter of reflection."

Taken from Colossians and Philemon: Bible Study Commentary by Curtis Vaughn (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1973, 1980), pp. 13‑15.


NAME                                                       

BIBLE STUDY METHODS #2


OVERVIEW ASSIGNMENT


OBSERVATIONS OF COLOSSIANS WORKSHEET

1.
Number of times you HONESTLY read through the book of Colossians               .

2.
Observations:

a.
Key words and phrases:                                                                                                                                                                            
b.
Special problems or topics dealt with in the book:                                                                                                                                          
c.
Literary form of the book (Literary Genre):                                             
d.
Atmosphere of the book:                                                                    
e.
Author's Central Theme:                                                                                                                                                                            
Explain why you believe this is the theme:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
f.
Key verse or passage which expresses this theme:                                                                                                                                        
g.
List any sources used in completing this assignment:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

NAME                                                       

BIBLE STUDY METHODS #2


OVERVIEW ASSIGNMENT


HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL BACKGROUND OF COLOSSIANS WORKSHEET

1.
Author of Colossians                                                                                   
2.
Date of Colossians                                                                                     
3.
Place of Writing 
                                                                                   
4.
Author's purpose in writing                                                                                                                                                                                          
5.
Briefly describe what the city of Colossae was like                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
6.
Briefly describe how the church at Colossae was started and tell who probably started it                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
7.
Briefly describe the Colossian heresy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

BIBLE STUDY METHODS ‑ #3

Purpose Statement:

To help you to read the Bible effectively and to help you do inductive Bible study.

Learning Objectives:

This session will help you to:

1.
Read the Bible effectively.

2.
List the three points in the summary outline of Bible study methods.

I

SEQ 1_1 \* ALPHABETIC \r 0A
HOW TO READ THE BIBLE
A

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
BENEFITS OF A PROGRAM OF DAILY BIBLE READING

1

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \r 0a
Gives God an opportunity to speak to us.

2

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Enables us to know the whole flow of Biblical history.

3

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Enables us to read unfamiliar parts of the Bible.

4

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Aids our discipline in Bible study.

5

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Enables us to know the context of verses.

6

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Gives an opportunity to review our study of the Bible.

7

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Increases our knowledge of God.

8

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Saturates our minds with God's Word.

B

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
WHAT TO READ DURING THE FIRST YEAR

1

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Read I JOHN seven times.

2

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Read the Gospel of JOHN twice.

3

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Read the Gospel of MARK twice.

4

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Read the SHORT EPISTLES OF PAUL ‑ Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, I and II Thessalonians, I and II Timothy, Titus, Philemon.

5

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Read the Gospel of LUKE.

6

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Read the book of ACTS.

7

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Read the book of ROMANS.

8

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Read the entire NEW TESTAMENT twice.

Summarized from: Tim La Haye, How to Study the Bible for Yourself, Irvine, CA: (Harvest House Publishers, 1976), pp. 48‑52.

C

SEQ 1_2 \* Arabic \r 00
A THREE YEAR READING SCHEDULE SUMMARIZED

1

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
First Year

I John seven times

John twice

Mark twice

Galatians through Philemon

Luke

Acts

Romans

The New Testament twice

2

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Second Year

A Proverb every day for four months

Two other wisdom literature chapters daily (Job, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon)

Read repeatedly for one month the following:

I John

I Thessalonians

Ephesians

James

Philippians

Romans 5‑8

Colossians

John 14‑17

3

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \ca
Third Year

One New Testament chapter daily

Two Old Testament chapters daily

Five Old Testament chapters each Sunday

This material is summarized from: Tim LaHaye, How to Study the Bible for Yourself, pp. 57‑58.

D.
BENEFITS OF KEEPING A SPIRITUAL DIARY (QUIET TIME NOTEBOOK)

1.
Handy review of lessons learned.

2.
Enables you to record spiritual insight.

3.
Provides material for teaching and for sharing with others.

4.
Gives you an overview in terms of spiritual growth.

5.
Helps you see a trend of God's leading in your life.

6.
Provides a check for regularity.

E.
SUGGESTIONS ON WHAT TO INCLUDE IN YOUR SPIRITUAL DIARY

1.
Specific answers to prayer.

2.
Experiences pertaining to verses you have been studying.

3.
Biblical principles and how they apply to your life.

4.
Record of thanksgiving.

5.
Record of changes God is making in your life.

II.
OVERVIEW OF BIBLE STUDY METHODS
A.
                                     =                                          
1.
You want to determine the basic facts of the passage.

2.
Ask yourself these questions:

Who?

What?
When?

Where?
Why?

How?

3.
Look for the following things in sentence structure:

a.
Main thought of the sentence

b.
Connecting words

c.
Cause and effect

d.
Comparisons and contrasts

e.
Questions and answers

f.
Verbs‑‑these tell what action takes place

g.
Purpose or result

h.
Commands

i.
Promises

j.
Repetitions

k.
Figures of speech

l.
Lists

4.
A structural diagram will help you greatly to clarify your thinking.

B.
                                       =                                               
1.
Here you are looking for what the author meant by the word, verse or passage.  There is only one interpretation of a passage, although there may be many applications.

2.
Helps in interpretation:

a.
Check the CONTEXT ‑‑ what comes before and after the section.

b.
Define words ‑‑ use a dictionary, Bible dictionary or book of word studies.

c.
Look up marginal references or use a concordance to get cross references and parallel passages.

d.
Compare translations and check paraphrased versions of the Bible.

e.
Check good commentaries, historical background books, maps, etc.

3.
Summarize your interpretation by using a paraphrase, outline or chart.

C.
                                   =                                              
1.
Bible study must be personally applied or it does us no lasting good.

2.
Ask yourself these and similar questions.

a.
What does this passage teach me about God the Father?  Jesus Christ?  The Holy Spirit?

b.
What do I learn about attitudes and emotions?  Do any need changing?

c.
What actions do I need to take or what actions do I need to change?

d.
Is there any action I need to follow?  Or not follow?

e.
Is there any sin I need to confess?

f.
What specific promise does God make to me here?

III.
EXAMPLE OF OBSERVATION ‑ ROMANS 12:1,2

New International Version
1)
THEREFORE,

I urge you, brothers,

in view of God's mercy,

to offer your bodies as living sacrifices,

holy and pleasing to God

‑‑this is your spiritual act of worship.

2)
Do not conform any longer

to the pattern of this world,

BUT be transformed

by the renewing of your mind.

Then you will be able

to test and approve what God's will is

‑‑His good, pleasing and perfect will.


BIBLE STUDY METHODS #4
Purpose Statement:

To help you learn how to make a survey chart and trace the argument of a book of the Bible.

Learning Objectives:

This session will help you to:

1.
Make a survey chart of a book of the Bible, with chapter titles and paragraph titles.

2.
Trace the argument of a book of the Bible. 

I.
HOW TO MAKE A SURVEY CHART
A.
The purpose of a Survey Chart is to help you get an overview of the content of the entire book.  There are other ways to accomplish this objective, but this is probably the simplest and fastest way.

B.
A Survey Chart may be made with chapter titles, with paragraph titles or with both.  On longer books it is sufficient to do chapter and paragraph titles.

C.
The prerequisite for making a survey chart is to be already familiar with the content of the book through having read it several times.  Once you have done this, here is how to begin:

1.
Start with Chapter 1.  Read and reread the first paragraph until you can see a good title.  Write this down.

2.
Go on to the rest of the paragraphs in that chapter and do the same thing.

3.
After you have made a title for each paragraph in the chapter, take a moment to think of a good title for the entire chapter (while the content is still fresh in your mind).

4.
Follow the same procedure for the remaining chapters in the book.

D.
Here are two important notes:

1.
If you get stuck on a particular paragraph title, GO ON.  Do not waste time just staring at a blank space on your chart!  As you continue through the book you will have a better idea of how the paragraph fits into the whole chapter or book, and a good title will become obvious later.

2.
It is probably easier at this stage to do the paragraph titles for a whole chapter before doing the chapter title.  However, if you personally find it easier to do the chapter titles first and then do the paragraph titles, go ahead.

E.
The characteristics of good paragraph/chapter titles are:

1.
Usually three to five words only.

2.
Picturesque words wherever possible (i.e., words which bring to mind a picture: "Seated with Christ" for Ephesians 2:1‑10).

3.
Words which accurately reflect the content.

4.
As much as possible, words or phrases taken directly from the text, rather than a paraphrase (e.g., Ephesians 1:3‑14: "Every Spiritual Blessing").

5.
Words which have not been used as chapter or paragraph titles previously.

F.
The Survey Chart form itself provides a convenient way to display the entire content of the book on one page.  You may wish to first list the chapter and paragraph titles on a separate page and then transfer the "finished product" to the chart itself.

II.
SAMPLE SURVEY CHART OF EPHESIANS
III.
TRACING THE ARGUMENT OF A BOOK OF THE BIBLE
A.
DETERMINING A BOOK'S PURPOSE

1.
After completing your initial overview study of a book, the next step is to determine the author's purpose in writing the book.

2.
The purpose of a book is found primarily by asking the "why" of the book rather than the "what" of the book.

a.
Sometimes the writer will state the purpose of the book openly, as John does (John 20:30‑31).

b.
At other times the reader must determine the purpose from the historical context, occasion, chief emphases, and other factors.

c.
What the author is saying (i.e., the book's content) will have a bearing on why the author is saying it (i.e., his purpose).

3.
There are a number of questions whose answers will help in determining the book's purpose.  (Grassmick, p. 44)

a.
What is the outstanding subject or leading idea in the mind of the writer?  What subject is the one which binds all the other topics mentioned into a unit?

b.
What is the basic assertion made about this subject?  What emphasis is more comprehensive in its scope than all the others?

c.
Where is the aim of the writer stated or implied in the book?  How does the leading subject and the basic assertion the writer makes about it accomplish that aim?

4.
A purpose statement should be formulated after the initial overview process has been completed.

5.
Note that after the intensive phase of study on the entire book has been completed, it may be necessary to revise the purpose statement.

B.
SUMMARIZING A BOOK'S ARGUMENT THROUGH AN OUTLINE

1.
The argument of a book is the logical development of thought the author uses to achieve this purpose.  It is the relation of the "what" to the "why."  (Grassmick, p. 60)

2.
An outline is used to set forth the logical development of the author's flow of thought.

a.
It shows, in summary form, how each part of the book relates to the author's purpose in writing.

b.
The amount of detail you will want to include in the outline is determined by the length of the book.

3.
A good outline of the book's argument will have three major characteristics.  (Grassmick, p. 60)

a.
It should show the unity of the book in relation to its purpose.

b.
It should express the book's basic literary structure; that is, the major divisions and subdivisions of the book will be clearly seen.

c.
It should be formed in parallel constructions in complete sentence form (i.e., both a subject and predicate are used), since an effective outline deals with ideas and not mere fragments of thought.

Parts of this lesson plan are taken from: John D. Grassmick, Principles and Practice of Greek Exegesis (Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary, 1976).

IV.
EXAMPLE: PURPOSE AND OUTLINE OF TITUS
PURPOSE STATEMENT:

Paul exhorts Titus to firmly exercise his authority as apostolic representative in order to appoint elders, who will be able to silence false teachers, and to authoritatively teach sound doctrine to various groups within the church, resulting in godly living both in the church and in society.

A.
The Apostle Paul greets his son Titus. (1:1‑4)

B.
Paul exhorts Titus to firmly exercise his authority as an apostolic representative in order to appoint elders who will be able to silence false teachers. (1:5‑16)

1.
Titus is to appoint elders who are above reproach and who hold fast God's faithful word. (1:5‑9)

2.
Titus is to appoint elders who are able to silence the false teachers.  (1:10‑16)

C.
Paul exhorts Titus to firmly exercise his authority as an apostolic representative in order to teach sound doctrine to various groups within the church, which will lead to godly living. (2:1‑3:11)

1.
Titus is to teach various groups within the church to live godly lives. (2:1‑10)

a.
Older men are to live temperate lives.  (2:1‑2)

b.
Older women are to live reverent lives in order to be proper teachers of the younger women.  (2:3‑5)

c.
Younger men are to live self‑controlled lives.  (2:6‑8)

d.
Slaves are to live submissive lives.  (2:9‑10)

2.
The basis for their godly living is the salvation Christ has provided.  (2:11‑14)

3.
(2:15‑3:11)

a.
All Christians are to live as good citizens and to do good deeds.  (2:15‑3:2)

b.
The reason all Christians are able to be good citizens who do good deeds is because Christ has saved them (3:3‑8).

c.
All Christians are to avoid foolish controversies and those who promote them.  (3:9‑11)

D.
Paul gives Titus his final, personal instructions and sends him his greetings.  (3:12‑15)

BIBLE STUDY METHODS #4

SURVEY CHART OF COLOSSIANS WORKSHEET
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BIBLE STUDY METHODS ‑ #5

Purpose Statement:

To learn how to make a context chart of several paragraphs and gain skill in observing the structure of paragraphs of a book of the Bible.

Learning Objectives:

This session will help you to:

1.
Make a context chart of several paragraphs of a book of the Bible.

2.
Know how to observe the structure of paragraphs.

I.
HOW TO MAKE A CONTEXT CHART
A.
The purpose of a context chart is to help you see a particular passage you are studying within a larger context.  It will also help you to study the relationships of ideas within paragraphs and between paragraphs.

B.
A context chart usually covers the paragraphs immediately preceding and following the paragraph you wish to study.  For example, if you wish to study one paragraph within a chapter, your context chart would then cover that chapter within which the paragraph is found.

C.
Here's how to begin:

1.
Read the whole chapter through one time.

2.
Go back and read the first paragraph five times.

3.
Then, summarize the content of the paragraph.  This may be done in either short phrases or complete sentences.

NOTE:
DO NOT COPY THE ENTIRE TEXT.  THIS IS TO BE A SUMMARY!

4.
Record your summary in the appropriate space in the context chart.

5.
Place a paragraph title in the space to the left of your summary.

Characteristics of good paragraph titles:

a.
Usually three to five words only.

b.
Picturesque words wherever possible (i.e., words which bring to mind a picture: "Seated with Christ" for Ephesians 2:1‑10).

c.
Words which accurately reflect the content.

d.
As much as possible, words or phrases taken directly from the text, rather than a paraphrase (e.g., Ephesians 1:3‑14: "Every Spiritual Blessing").

e.
Words which have not been used as chapter or paragraph titles previously.

D.
Once you have completed the context chart, begin to notice the relationships of ideas within the chapter.

E.
Note that a context chart is especially valuable when you are not studying the book as a whole.  The chart gives a brief way of determining the relationship of the passage you are studying to the rest of the chapter and book.

II.
EXAMPLE OF A CONTEXT CHART
CHAPTER:
EPHESIANS 4

CHAPTER TITLE:
A WORTHY WALK

PARAGRAPH

TITLE
CONTEXT
A

MATURE

WALK
1-16
THEREFORE walk - in a worthy manner

- with all humility and gentleness

- with patience - showing forbearance

  - preserving the unity of the Spirit

But Christ has given gifts to men;

- apostles
- evangelists

- prophets
- pastors/teachers

to equip the saints to build up the body

toward the goal: Maturity in Christ

AS A RESULT we are to be no longer children

BUT to grow up into Christ from whom the whole body serves to build up itself in love. 

A

RENEWED

WALK
17-24
THEREFORE, walk no longer as the gentiles walk

- in the futility of their mind

- being darkened in their understanding

- being excluded from the life of God

BUT you did not learn Christ in this way

IF INDEED you have heard and been taught by Him

- to lay aside the old self AND

- to be renewed in the Spirit of your mind AND

- (to) put on the new self

A

CHANGED

WALK
25-32
THEREFORE - stop lying and start speaking truth

- do not stay angry

- stop stealing and start working

- don't speak unwholesome words but rather edifying ones

- don't grieve the Holy Spirit

- put away bitterness and anger and start being kind and forgiving

III.
EXAMPLE OF A CONTEXT CHART
CHAPTER:
COLOSSIANS 3:1‑4:1

CHAPTER TITLE:
STABILITY IN PRACTICAL LIVING

PARAGRAPH

TITLE
CONTEXT
A STABLE

POSITION

IN CHRIST

3:1-4
IF THEN you have been raised up with Christ

- keep seeking the things above

- set mind on things above

FOR you have died

- life hidden with Christ in God

You will be revealed with Christ in glory



PUTTING OFF

THE OLD SINFUL

LIFESTYLE

3:5-11
THEREFORE consider earthly members as dead to immorality, etc.

FOR these things bring God's wrath

AND you once walked in them

BUT NOW put them all aside

SINCE you laid aside the old self

- who is being renewed



PUTTING

ON THE

NEW

RIGHTEOUS

LIFESTYLE
SPIRIT

FILLED

CHARACTER
3:12-17
AND SO, as those who are chosen, holy, beloved

Put on a heart of compassion, etc.

Put on love

let the peace of Christ rule within your hearts, be thankful

let the Word of Christ richly dwell within you

do all in Jesus' name, giving thanks


SPIRIT FILLED PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS
3:18-4:1
wives: be subject to husbands

husbands: love wives - do not be embittered

children: be obedient to parents

fathers: do not exasperate children

slaves: obey masters from the heart

masters: grant to slaves justice and fairness

IV.
CONTEXT CHART WORKSHEET
CHAPTER:
COLOSSIANS 3:1‑4:1

CHAPTER TITLE:
                                                                                          
PARAGRAPH

TITLE
CONTEXT

3:1-4



3:5-11



3:12-17



3:18-4:1


V.
HOW TO OBSERVE THE STRUCTURE OF PARAGRAPHS
In order to see how material in a passage is arranged, you need to get the passage in front of you on one sheet of paper, if possible.  There are several ways to record the material so that you can see its arrangement, and one of these is a structural diagram (also called a mechanical layout).

In a structural diagram you copy on a sheet of paper all the words in a paragraph of Scripture, but you arrange the material in as graphic a way as possible.  Here are the steps to take:

A.
Copy down the units of phrases and clauses.  Separate these units so that they will be most meaningful to you.

B.
Line up major clauses and ideas so that key ideas can be easily seen.

C.
Place modifying (describing) phrases and clauses under the words which they describe.  However, do not do this to the extent that you break up the thought pattern.

D.
Place series of words, phrases, clauses, parallel thoughts and parallel constructions under each other.  Sometimes it is helpful to bracket them.

E.
Emphasize the important connectives such as "and," "but," "for," "yet," "then," "therefore," "however," etc.  Place them by themselves.

F.
Arrange your diagram so that the KEY words and KEY ideas stand out.  This can be done by CAPITALIZING words and by underlining words and phrases.  It is also helpful to use coloured pencils to highlight ideas.  For instance, you might circle or underline in red a word which is repeated and is significant.

G.
Analyze the passage which you have diagrammed (i.e., make preliminary observations).

1.
Make note of commands, warnings, conditional ("if") clauses, purposes, reasons, results, illustrations, etc.  List comments in the margins.

2.
Use arrows and lines to show relationships, contrasts, comparisons, and repetitions.

3.
For other hints on what to observe, see the handout, "Focusing on Observation."

VI.
EXAMPLE OF THE STRUCTURE OF PARAGRAPHS
TITUS 2:3‑5

3)
Older women are LIKEWISE to be reverent in their behaviour,


not malicious gossips,    


not enslaved to much wine,


teaching what is good,    

4)
THAT they may train the young women

to love their husbands,

to love their children,

5)



to be sensible,

pure,

workers at home,

kind,

being subject to their own husbands

THAT the word of God may not be dishonoured.

VII.
EXAMPLE OF THE STRUCTURE OF PARAGRAPHS
COLOSSIANS 1:15‑20

15.
Who is the image of the invisible God,

  the first‑born of all creation.

16.
For in Him were created all things,

in the heavens

and on earth,

visible

and invisible,

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities,

all things through Him and for Him have been     created.

17.
And He is before all things,

and in Him all things hold together.

18.
And He is the head of the body, the church;

Who is the beginning,

the first‑born from the dead,

so that He Himself might come to have first 


place in everything

19.

For in Him was pleased to dwell all the fullness,

20.

and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself,

having made peace through the blood of His cross; 

through Him whether things on earth or things in the heavens.

VIII.
STRUCTURAL DIAGRAMS
Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., Toward an Exegetical Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1981) pp. 174‑79.


BIBLE STUDY METHODS #6

Purpose Statement:

To help you make good observations as you begin your inductive Bible study.

Learning Objectives:

This session will help you to:

1.
Make careful and accurate observations as you begin your inductive Bible study.

2.
List 5 tips for making good observations as you begin your inductive Bible study. 

I.
FOCUSING ON OBSERVATION
A.
OBSERVING THE BASIC FACTS OF THE PASSAGE

The best way to begin observing a passage is to employ the six question words:

1.
WHO ‑‑ Who are the people involved?

2.
WHAT ‑‑ What happened?  What are the ideas expressed?  What resulted?

3.
WHERE ‑‑ Where does this take place?  What is the setting?

4.
WHEN ‑‑ When does it take place?  What was the historical period?

5.
WHY ‑‑ What is the purpose?  What is the stated reason?

6.
HOW ‑‑ How are things accomplished?  How well?  How quickly?  By what method?

B.
OBSERVING THE STRUCTURE OF THE PASSAGE

1.
LITERARY FORM
Is the passage a narrative, poetry, a letter, prophecy, parables, apocalyptic, etc.?  Noting the form is important because a special form, such as Hebrew poetry, will have special guidelines for interpretation.

2.
THE CORE OF EACH SENTENCE
When sentences are long and involved, it is well to note the subject, the main verb, and the object of the verb (if any).  Narrative language (such as we find in the Gospels) is usually quite simple.  But in prophetic books and in the epistles, there may be long, complicated sentences that are not easy to sort out.  Seeking to find the core of a sentence will often help to make clear the meaning of an entire paragraph or chapter.

3.
VERBS
All aspects of grammar are important when making observations, but verbs are particularly helpful because they give you the flow of the action in the passage.  Carefully note whether the verbs are past, present or future tense.

4.
CONNECTIVE OR LINKING WORDS

Begin to look for key connective words, such as:

because or for ‑‑ often introduces a reason

so that ‑‑ often introduces a result

in order that ‑‑ introduces a purpose

therefore ‑‑ introduces a summary of ideas, a result or a conclusion

if ‑‑ introduces a condition which requires action, or introduces a cause which will produce certain results.  "IF this is true ... THEN this will (should) happen ..."

5.
REPEATED WORDS AND PHRASES
In order to stress a point, an author will often repeat words, phrases or ideas.  Although repetition is not always significant, you should note repetitions for future study.

6.
USE OF QUESTIONS
Always be on the watch for the use of a question.  An author may use it to introduce a problem or he may use it as a summary challenge.

7.
COMMANDS AND PROMISES
Commands, advice, warnings and promises are common in the Bible.  With commands, advice and warnings, note especially what the results of heeding them will be, and what the results of disobedience will be.  With promises, note whether there are any conditions which must be fulfilled in order to obtain the promise.

8.
COMPARISONS AND ILLUSTRATIONS
It is natural to describe an object or an idea by comparing it with something similar or by giving an illustration.

9.
CONTRASTS
Contrast is the association of opposites.  The connective "but" often introduces a contrast.

10.
PROGRESSION OF THOUGHT
Take special note of lists of items.  You should study the lists to see if there is any progression in thought.  Compare the first and last item in a series to see if there is any significant difference.  Does one item need to be accomplished before the other ones can be done?  Does one event need to occur before the next can happen?  Does the development of one quality depend on the development of a previous one?

11.
CAUSE AND EFFECT
Sometimes a writer may give a warning and then tell what the results will be if the warning is not heeded.  Or he may describe a condition and then give the results for that condition.

12.
FIGURATIVE EXPRESSIONS
Figures of speech often occur, such as: "Because I know that you are obstinate, and your neck is an iron sinew, and your forehead bronze." (Isaiah 48:4)

13.
ANYTHING STRANGE, UNUSUAL OR UNEXPECTED
For example, the food and clothing of John the Baptist were unexpected.

14.
PARALLEL PASSAGES
As you are looking at one passage, a similar passage may come to mind.  Note the reference of this parallel passage and refer to it later as you do the step of interpretation.  Note any similarities or differences between the two passages.

II.
METHODICAL BIBLE STUDY
The connecting words in a sentence give us important information about the author's train of thought.  Robert Traina gives us helpful hints for interpreting these connectives. (Robert A. Traina, Methodical Bible Study [Wilmore, KY: Asbury Theological Seminary, 1952], pp. 42‑43).

Temporal or Chronological connectives

after (Revelation 11:11)

as (Acts 16:16)

before (John 8:58)

now (Luke 16:25)

then (I Corinthians 15:6)

until (Mark 14:25)

when (John 11:31)

while (Mark 14:43)

Local or Geographical connectives

where (Hebrews 6:20)

Logical connectives

Reason ‑ because (Romans 1:25)

for (Romans 1:11)

since (Romans 1:28)

Result ‑ so (Romans 9:16)

then (Galatians 2:21)

therefore (I Corinthians 10:12)

thus (I Corinthians 8:12)

Purpose ‑ in order that (Romans 4:16)

so that(Romans 5:21)

Contrast ‑ although (Romans 1:21)

but (Romans 2:8)

much more (Romans 5:15)

nevertheless (I Corinthians 10:5)

otherwise (I Corinthians 14:16)

yet (Romans 5:14)

Comparison ‑ also (II Corinthians 1:11)

as (Romans 9:25)

as ‑ so (Romans 5:18)

just as ‑ so (Romans 11:30‑31)

likewise (Romans 1:27)

so also (Romans 4:6)

Series of Facts ‑ and (Romans 2:19)

first of all (I Timothy 2:1)

last of all (I Corinthians 15:8)

or (II Corinthians 6:15)

Condition ‑ if (Romans 2:19)

Emphatic connectives

indeed (Romans 9:25)

only (I Corinthians 8:9)

Several facts should be noted in regard to these relations between clauses and sentences.  

First, the four categories employed are not mutually exclusive.  For example, a temporal connective may also imply a logical relation.  Moreover, some of the same connectives may be found in more than one category.  

Second, many of these same relations are operative within clauses as well as between clauses.  The use of similes and metaphors, for instance, involves comparison.  For an excellent illustration of this see the parables of Matthew 13.  

Third, sometimes clauses and sentences are related implicitly rather than explicitly.  Therefore, the mere absence of expressed connections does not mean that they are unrelated.  At times one may need to infer relations from a study of the thoughts expressed or from the comparative positions of the clauses or sentences in question.  Note, for example, Hebrews 8:5.

ILLUSTRATIONS OF PARAGRAPHICAL RELATIONS
In order to clarify the significance of the various paragraphical relations, they will now be illustrated in two ways: first, by investigating the relations within a sentence taken from a logical type of literature, the Epistle to the Romans; and second, by noting some of the main connections in a paragraph taken from a narrative type of literature, the Gospel by Mark.

III.
TIPS FOR MAKING GOOD OBSERVATIONS
HAVE THE RIGHT MENTAL ATTITUDE
You have already learned that two basic requirements for making good observations are the attitudes of an open mind and an open life.  As you have worked on making good observations, you have probably become aware that more is required than just these two attitudes.  Five more requirements are listed below.

A.
Observation requires an act of the will.  You must have the will and the desire to be aware and to perceive and recognize.  There must be the will to know and to learn.  For example, when you meet people for the first time, do you remember their names?  If not, it is likely that you have not purposed in your mind that you are going to learn their names.  Learning begins with an act of the will.

B.
Observation requires a persistence to know.  Learning is never easy.  It requires diligence and discipline.  There is no such thing as an effective disciple without discipline.  One of the keys in persisting in your Bible study is to see that the results are really worth the effort and the work that it takes.  Take time to reflect on the results that have taken place in your life over the past six months because of Bible study.

C.
Observation requires patience.  In a day when you have instant coffee, instant communication, instant everything, there is a tendency to want an instant education.  It takes a great deal of time to learn.  There are no short cuts in the learning process.  The so‑called short cuts are in fact only short circuits; they lead to ineffective results.  In Bible study as well as in everything else in the Christian life, the process is as important as the product.

D.
Observation requires diligent recording.  Take a moment right now to review one of the Bible study blanks you worked on six months ago.  As you look over the observations you recorded, you will notice that there are some you have forgotten about.  There will be only a small portion that you remember.  So jot down your observations diligently.  (Once again you see the importance and value of having a study Bible where you can keep a record of your good observations for the next time you study.)

E.
Observation requires caution.  Observation is the first step in studying the Bible, but it is not the whole of Bible study.  Three warnings are appropriate:

1.
Don't lose yourself in the details, but divide your time proportionately.

2.
Don't stop with observations, but go on to ask questions, get answers, etc.

3.
Don't give equal weight to everything, but discern what is most important.

CONSIDER COMPARISONS AND CONTRASTS
Two of the things to look for in your Bible study are comparisons and contrasts.  Comparisons show how two things are alike.  Contrasts show how two things differ.  Make a special effort to find comparisons and contrasts in the passage.  If there are none in the passage, try to find other Scriptures which will give you contrast and comparisons with the section you are studying.

Make sure to take careful notice of words like "even so," "as ... so...," "likewise..."  These are not the only times you will find comparisons, but they almost always give a comparison.

When you find a comparison, spend sufficient time meditating on what two things are being compared.  Think of as many ways as possible they are alike.

Contrasts may be more difficult to find because the range of intensity can vary from distinct contrasts to mild differences.  Look for things which are similar in one respect and dissimilar in another.  Key words to look for are "but," "nor," and "not."

Here especially you will want to use cross‑references.  As you read a story or a statement in the Scriptures, consider things which are similar in certain respects, but different in others.  Observing these contrasts will help you discern the overall truth of the Word.

In I Thessalonians 2, two comparisons are made between Paul's ministry and the role of parents with children.  In verse 7 he is compared to "a nursing mother" (NAS) and in verse 11 he described as "...exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father..." (NAS).  Considering the characteristics of a mother you might think about infant care, tenderness, caring for them one at a time and imparting food.  Considering the role of a father you might think about discipline, concern, teaching and giving direction.  Considering these thoughts will give you additional insight into Paul's character and relationship to the Thessalonians.

Several contrasts also appear in this chapter ‑ "not as pleasing men but God..." (v 4, NAS), "we were well pleased to impart to you not only the Gospel of God, but also our own lives" (verse 8, NAS).

BE SENSITIVE TO FORM AND STRUCTURE
As you observe the contents of the passage, you'll also want to become aware of the form it takes.  How God says something is as important as what He says.  How does the author deal with the content?  What form or structure does it take?

For example, you may notice:

"He asks four questions and answers them."

"In this passage the writer lists seventeen commands to obey."

"In this passage, the writer makes three declarative statements and then supports them."

The form of content may be poetry, narrative, parable, logic, discourse, practice, history, drama, etc.  The way that the content of Scripture unfolds reveals the mind and method of the writer, and can give you insight into the feeling and the meaning of the passage.

RECORD REPETITIONS
As you do your Bible study, take particular note to see what words, phrases and expressions are repeated.

You can make a little diagram for yourself like this:

Word or Phrase
No. of Repetitions
Verses where used

Faith

Affliction
5

3
2,5,6,7,10

3,4,7

The chart is partially filled in from repetitions found in I Thessalonians 3.  The benefit of this method is not in filling out the chart.  Seeing repetition is only an observation that leads you to asking the right questions.

Noticing that the word "faith" appears five times, you might ask, "Why is faith mentioned so often?"  "What is faith linked with in this chapter?"  "What increases faith?"  Seeing the repetition of "affliction," you might conclude "faith is increased by the right response to affliction."

In almost every passage you will study there will be words or phrases that will be repeated.  Look for them and take note of them.  Determine why they are repeated and how they are related.

VISUALIZE THE VERBS
One of the keys to making good observations is to note the action of a passage.  Action is carried by verbs.  They tell us what is being done.

Try to underline all of the verbs in the passage that you are studying.  (There is a very good loose‑leaf New Testament available from the American Bible Society.  It has wide margins and is excellent for Bible study.)  You may want to list these verbs on your study blank.

After you have gone through and underlined all of the verbs, examine what you have underlined.  What kind of action is there?  Are most of the verbs passive?  Is the subject influenced or acted upon rather than active itself?  Do the verbs indicate that the passage is basically narrative?  Are there any quotations?  Are the verbs imperative ‑ do they make commands?   Which verbs are repeated?  What is the significance of this?

PICTURE THE ILLUSTRATIONS
Have you ever been struck by how many verbal illustrations there are in the Bible?  Many of the writers that God used in providing His Word talked in pictures.  Jesus used this device often.  He called His followers vines, sheep, fishermen, farmers, etc.  Pay particular attention to finding illustrations in the passage you are studying.  Some illustrations are very obvious like the vine in John 15.  Others are not so obvious, but the Scriptures abound with illustrations and word pictures.  In James 3 alone, there are at least nine different illustrations.

Once you notice an illustration, meditate on how the illustration clarifies the subject of the passage.  Also ask what other illustrations are used to present this subject.  Now you can compare and contrast your illustration.  For example, in I Thessalonians 5:2, a thief in the night illustrates the need for being prepared; in I Thessalonians 5:3, a woman with child illustrates suddenness; in I Thessalonians 5:8, a breastplate of faith illustrates being equipped.

If there are no illustrations given in a passage you are studying (highly unlikely), look for illustrations and examples in other portions of Scripture relevant to the subject of the passage you are studying.

EXAMINE THE EXPLANATIONS
An explanation is anything that is used to illustrate, clarify, illuminate, describe or demonstrate.  An explanation may be one verse long or a whole chapter.

To clearly understand an explanation, you must follow the logic of the writer.  What point is he trying to make?  How is he trying to make it?  How does he present his point?  Sometimes the Scriptures explain a question that is not stated but implied.  Often a statement in a verse will cause you to ask a question and the following verse will answer your question.  Be sure to note this type of tie between verses or paragraphs.

For example, Romans 3:28 says "For we hold that a man is justified by faith apart from works of law."  A natural question which may result from meditation on the verse is "Could people in the Old Testament be saved?"

A few verses later in Romans 4, Paul explains how Abraham and David were both justified by faith without the deeds of the law.  This helps explain Romans 3:28.  Do not, however, presume that these portions of Scripture in Chapter 4 were written primarily to explain Romans 3:28.

CHANGE YOUR VIEWPOINT
To change your viewpoint you will have to eliminate preconceived ideas.  Do not allow these to control or even to colour your thinking about the Word of God.  Read the verse as though you were someone else.  In I Thessalonians 2:14‑16, Paul levels several accusations at a particular group of people.  You might envision these people as vicious and cruel.  The fact is that this group was well respected and accepted in their society.  With this in mind, change your viewpoint and reread this passage making new observations.

One of the more interesting ways to change your viewpoint is to put yourself in another person's shoes.  How would you feel if you were the author of this epistle?  How would you as a recipient understand the message?  What would a third party at the scene, like Timothy, think of the situation as he listened to Paul?  From a strict Jewish point of view, react to Paul's point of view.  Learn to observe from a different perspective.

This material is taken by permission from: The Navigators, Search the Scriptures (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1974), pp. 53‑60.


OBSERVATION WORKSHEET


EPHESIANS 4:17‑24

TEXT

OBSERVATIONS

17.

This I say

THEREFORE,

And affirm together with the Lord

THAT you walk no longer

just as the Gentiles also walk

in the futility of their mind

18.
being darkened in their understanding

excluded from the life of God

because of the ignorance

that is in them,

because of the hardness of

their heart;

19.

AND

they having become callous

have given themselves over to sensuality

for the practice of every kind of impurity

with greediness
LITERARY FORM: Letter

WHO: I = Paul

you = Christians at Ephesus Gentiles

CORE:
"This I say... and affirm that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk

Everything that follows through v 20 is a description of that walk

VERBS: walk

  walk = present tense

  being = present participle

  excluded = past participle

  is = present tense

  having become callous = perfect participle

  have given over = perfect tense

REPETITION: Walk

CONTRAST: you walk

the Gentiles also walk

PROGRESSION: futility -> being

darkened -> excluded -> having being callous -> having given themselves over

CAUSE: They are excluded from the life of God because of their ignorance and their hardness of heart

PARALLEL PASSAGES: Romans 1:21-32


EPHESIANS 4:17‑24

TEXT

OBSERVATIONS

20.

BUT you did not learn Christ in this way,

21.
IF INDEED you have heard Him

AND

have been taught in Him

just as truth is in Jesus,

22. THAT,
in reference to your former manner of life

you lay aside the old self

  which is being corrupted

in accordance with

the lusts of deceit

23.
AND

THAT

you be renewed in the spirit of your mind,

24.
AND

put on the new self

which in the likeness

of God

has been created

in righteousness

AND

holiness of the

truth.
WHO:
you = Christians at Ephesus

CORE:  "You did not learn Christ in this way."

In the rest of v.20-24 Paul explains how they did learn Christ.

LIST:  3 things which they have taught:

   1. Lay aside the old self

   2. Be renewed in the spirit of your mind

   3. Put on the new self

CONNECTIVES:  But (v.20) - Shows contrast vs. 17-19 with vs. 20-24

SUMMARY: This way (v.20) - summarizes the entire description of how the Gentiles walk given in vs.17-19

VERSES:
Did not learn

have heard

have been taught

is = present tense

  lay aside

  put on

is being corrupted = present passive

be renewed = present passive

has been created = past passive

CONTRASTS:

1.  How the Gentiles walk = what the Ephesians were taught

2.  old self = new self

3.  lay aside = put on

4.  is being corrupted - a continuing process = has been created - a finished product

PARALLEL PASSAGES: Col.3:5-17


Colossians 3:12‑17

TEXT AND OBSERVATIONS

INTERPRETATION

APPLICATION






Colossians 3:12‑17

TEXT AND OBSERVATIONS

INTERPRETATION

APPLICATION






Colossians 3:12‑17

TEXT AND OBSERVATIONS

INTERPRETATION

APPLICATION






Colossians 3:12‑17

TEXT AND OBSERVATIONS

INTERPRETATION

APPLICATION






Colossians 3:12‑17

TEXT AND OBSERVATIONS

INTERPRETATION

APPLICATION






BIBLE STUDY METHODS #7

Purpose Statement:

To help you understand and put into practice principles of interpretation as you do inductive Bible study.

Learning Objectives:

This session will help you to:

1.
Interpret passages of Scripture correctly as you do your inductive Bible study.

2.
Learn how to write good questions.

3.
List five types of questions to use.

I.
THE ART OF WRITING GOOD QUESTIONS

A.
PURPOSES IN ASKING QUESTIONS
1.
The primary purpose for asking questions is to make ourselves think more seriously about the meanings, implications, and relationships of words, phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and chapters.

2.
The ultimate purpose is to determine what the author meant by the words, grammatical structures, and literary patterns he used.

3.
Questions set the stage for detailed exegetical study.

B.
PROBLEMS IN ASKING QUESTIONS
1.
Failure to ask questions.

2.
Asking irrelevant questions.

3.
Asking insignificant questions.

4.
Asking questions whose purpose is application rather than interpretation.

C.
HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF THE MANY TYPES OF QUESTIONS YOU CAN ASK:

1.
Explanatory
What does the term mean?

How can it be defined?

What are its characteristics?

Is there a deeper meaning in the idea than that which appears on the surface?

2.
Reason
What is the reason for the term or idea or grammatical structure?

Why has the author used this particular term or structure?

Would it make any difference if this idea were left out or were stated differently?

Could another term or structure be used instead of this one?

Would it change the meaning?

Why is this term used in this particular place?

3.
Implication
What do the various terms imply?

What is the importance of the terms used or of the combination of ideas?

What is the significance of the verb tenses, connectives (constructions) and grammatical constructions?

What is the significance of the literary patterns used such as comparisons, contrasts and logical arrangements?

4.
Relationship
What is the relationship of words to other words?

How does one clause relate to another clause in a verse or section?

What is the relationship of one graph to another?

How does one chapter relate to another?

What is the relationship between the beginning and the ending of a chapter or section?

5.
Progression
Is there progression in the thought pattern?

Does it move toward a climax?

Is one idea built on another?

In a series of words, or ideas, is there any significance in the order?

D.
EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS
The following questions are based on Ephesians 1:3‑14.

1.
Explanatory
v.4
What's the meaning of "chose" (also v.11)?                   What's the meaning of "holy and blameless"?

v.5
What's the meaning of "predestined"? (also v.11)

v.7
What's the meaning of "redemption"?

v.9
What's the meaning of "mystery of His will"?

v.10
What's the meaning of "when the times will have reached their fulfilment"?

v.12
Who is included in the phrase "we who were the first to hope in Christ"?

2.
Reason
v.3
Why is God introduced as "the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ"?

v.5
Why is the word "adopted" used?

v.9
Why is the term "mystery" used?

3.
Implication
v.4
What is implied by "He chose us in Him before the creation of the world"?

v.5
What is implied by "adoption?"

v.7
What is implied by "in accordance with the riches of God's grace"?

v.10
What is implied by "when the times will have reached their fulfilment"?

v.13
What is implied by "marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit"?

4.
Relationship
v.3
What is the relationship of v.3 to vv.4‑14?

How is the activity of the Trinity presented in different sections of this text?

5.
Progression
Is there a progression in vv. 3‑14: chosen, predestined, redemption, made known, marked in Him with a seal, guaranteeing our inheritance?

E.
HOW TO GET STARTED ASKING QUESTIONS
1.
Some questions will quickly come to mind as you are making observations on your structural diagram.

2.
Other questions will come to light as you compare two or three other translations with the one you are using as your study Bible.  Where significant differences occur in the translations, there is probably an exegetical problem of some sort which you will want to investigate.

3.
Write down your questions and group them in order by verses.  That is, put together all your questions, of whatever sort, on the first verse in your passage.  Then do the same for the second verse, and so forth.

II.
PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION - PART I
A.
INTRODUCTION
1.
To interpret means to explain or tell the meaning of something.  When interpreting a Scripture passage, your aim should be to determine what the author meant by the words which he used.

2.
We need to try our best to be objective in our interpretations.  Therefore, when we are trying to interpret, we are not to think about what the passage means to us, but what it seemed to mean to the author.

3.
A basic principle of interpretation is that while there may be many applications for a passage, there can be only ONE primary interpretation.

B.
INTERPRET A PASSAGE IN THE LIGHT OF ITS CONTEXT
1.
Context usually means the portions of Scripture near the one you are studying, both before and after it.  Context means what is con (with) the text (your verse or passage).

2.
Usually two levels of context are recognized.

a.
The near or immediate context is what goes just before or after the verse, say, one paragraph or perhaps two or three.

b.
The far or remote context may be in the next chapter, some part of the same book, or elsewhere in the Bible.  Ultimately, the entire Bible is the context for any single verse or passage.

3.
Guidelines for recognizing context.

a.
Read the material surrounding the verse or passage you are studying.  It is especially helpful to make a context chart in order to get a clear summary of the context.

b.
Look for words, phrases or ideas which are repeated in both the verse and the context.  Also note synonyms which are used (i.e., "affliction" and "suffering" in II Corinthians 1:3‑11).

c.
Try to answer the question, "What does this verse mean in its context?"  If the answer is unclear, you will need to keep studying the verse using other methods of interpretation.

4.
Primary methods for determining context.

a.
SURVEY CHART (to get the context within a whole book)

b.
CONTEXT CHART (to get the context within a chapter or several paragraphs)

c.
STRUCTURAL DIAGRAM (to get the context within one paragraph).

C.
INTERPRET ACCORDING TO THE CORRECT MEANING OF THE WORDS
1.
A word is a unit of language and as such has meaning.

a.
A word rarely has meaning alone, since most words have more than one meaning.

b.
We can find out the meaning of one word by looking at the other words used with it.

2.
Facts about words.

a.
Words change their meaning over a period of time.

(1)
If we are to interpret according to the correct meaning of the words, we must be sure that what a word means to us now is what it meant at the time the translation of the Bible was made.

(2)
EXAMPLE:
King James Version of I Thessalonians 4:15: "We which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep."

b.
Different words may have the same or similar meaning.

EXAMPLE:
Philippians 4:6: "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let you requests be made known to God."

c.
God used human words to reveal His truth.

(1)
Therefore, words in the Bible may have special meanings which are not commonly used in everyday language.

(2)
EXAMPLE:
Acts 16:31: "And they said, 'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved and thy house.'"

d.
Sometimes the Bible uses the same word with different meanings in different places.

(1)
Often this type of difference occurs when a word is used literally in one passage and figuratively in another.  It can also be a simple case of multiple meanings of a particular word.

(2)
EXAMPLE:
Isaiah 49:6: "And he said, Is it a light thing that thou shouldst be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest to be my salvation unto the end of the earth."

3.
How to study the words.

These facts show us that if we are to understand the meaning of the Bible we must understand the words.   And to understand the words we must study them carefully.  We cannot simply read a word, think casually that we know the meaning, and keep on reading with a vague idea in our mind.

a.
Look up the word in the DICTIONARY.

(1)
Use any standard dictionary such as a Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary.

(2)
The dictionary is especially helpful in explaining special words that have only one meaning.

(3)
Other words may have several meanings.  It is helpful to know the possible meanings of the words you wish to interpret.  Further steps of interpretation will then help you narrow down the meaning to the correct one.

b.
Study the word in its CONTEXT.

This will often tell you the exact meaning to choose from the several possible ones you found in the dictionary.

c.
Look up CROSS‑REFERENCES by using a concordance or the marginal references in your Bible.

(1)
The CONCORDANCE or MARGINAL REFERENCES will list other places where the word occurs.  These are a real help, and the more you study your Bible, the more you will find references on your own as you remember other passages where a particular word is found.

(2)
Remember that since words do have different meanings, not every cross reference will be helpful.  But it will usually be easy to determine which cross‑references are relevant.

d.
Compare the same verse as it is given in VARIOUS TRANSLATIONS of the Bible.

(1)
Different translators sometimes choose different words to translate the same Greek or Hebrew word.  Comparing translations is one of the most helpful ways to understand the meaning of a word.

(2)
Standard English translations include: New American Standard Bible, New International Version, King James Version, New King James Version, Revised Standard Version, New English Bible, Good News Bible, Amplified Bible.  There are also some good paraphrases such as the Living Bible and Phillips: The New Testament in Modern English.

e.
Look up the verse in various reference books such as a COMMENTARY or a book on WORD STUDIES.

(1)
Paperback commentaries are often available which are on a single book of the Bible.  In addition, some one‑volume commentaries on the whole Bible may be helpful, particularly The Bible Knowledge Commentary, The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Commentary on the Whole Bible by Jamieson, Fausset and Brown and The New Bible Commentary: Revised.

(2)
Books with word studies from the original Greek and Hebrew languages are also helpful.  An excellent one‑volume one is by W.E. Vine, An Expository Dictionary of the New Testament.  The volumes done by Wuest are also excellent.

ONE IMPORTANT NOTE:
While these reference books are very helpful for Bible study, you do not have to have them.  Still it is good to know about them and to get them if you can.  THE RIGHT KINDS OF BOOKS ARE A GOOD INVESTMENT!

4.
Primary methods for determining word meaning.

a.
DICTIONARY
b.
CONTEXT OF THE PASSAGE
c.
CROSS‑REFERENCES  (Use a Concordance or Marginal References)

d.
COMPARE VARIOUS TRANSLATIONS OF THE BIBLE
e.
COMMENTARY or book on WORD STUDIES.

This lesson plan has been adapted from T.M. Sterrett, How to Understand Your Bible, (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1974), pp. 49‑60.

III.
ELEMENTS OF QUESTIONS FOR INTERPRETATION

EPHESIANS 4:17‑24

17.
What is the meaning of walk, futility?

What is the significance of the use of the present tense for walk?

Who are the Gentiles?  Do all Gentiles walk like this?  Weren't the Ephesians mostly Gentiles also?

18.
What is the meaning of excluded?

What is the life of God?  How does one become excluded from it?

How can a person get ignorance in them? What sort of ignorance?

How does a person's heart become hardened?  What is hardness of heart?

What part do ignorance and hardness plan in excluding a person from the life of God?

19.
What does it mean to become callous?

When did they become callous?

What is the meaning of have given themselves over?  Is the word used elsewhere?

What is the meaning of sensuality?  Does this refer only to sexual indulgence or does it have a wider scope?

20.
What is the significance of the past tense in did not learn?  When did this occur?  

What does it mean to learn Christ?

21.
Does if indeed express doubt or is it used in the sense of "since"?

Have heard and have been taught are past tenses.  When did these things occur?

Is there are progression of thought in vv. 22‑24?

22.
What is the old self?

Are there any parallel passages?

What is the significance of the present tense in is being corrupted?  Meaning?

What are the lusts of deceit?

23.
What is the meaning of renewed?

Is this the same word as Rom. 12:2?

How is a person renewed?  When?  Is it continuous or is it once and for all?

What is the spirit of your mind?

24.
What is the new self?

How does one put on the new self?

When was the new self created?  What does created mean?

What is the likeness of God?

IV.
EXAMPLE OF EPHESIANS 4:17‑24

TEXT AND OBSERVATIONS

INTERPRETATION

APPLICATION

17)
This I say

THEREFORE,

AND affirm together with the Lord

THAT you walk no longer

just as the Gentiles also walk

in the futility of their mind

18)
being darkened in their understanding,

excluded from the life of God,

because of the ignorance that is in them,

because of the hardness of their heart;


THEREFORE -- resumes the exhortation of vs. 1-3

WALK = to conduct oneself, to order one's behaviour

NO LONGER --  implies that they once DID live as the other Gentiles

GENTILES -- ie. pagans.  The Ephesians were Gentiles racially, this must have a moral sense.  Cf. Eph. 2:19

FUTILITY = that which is vain, aimless, without result.  This is life with no real meaning or goal.  The thought is not that unsaved minds are empty, but that they are filled with things that lead to nothing.


* * * * * * * * * * 

BEING DARKENED = lit.,"having been darkened."  The perfect tense speaks of a process completed in past time which has present results.

Thus, this shows the finished and permanent result of the blinding of the mind by sin; an inability to distinguish between right and wrong.

EXCLUDED = lit.,'having been excluded" = alienated, shut out from fellowship and intimacy.  Being in a state of darkness , they were alienated form God's life.
I'm struck with the challenge to view non-Christians as God does: lost in their sins and on their way to a Christ-less eternity.  Every day, I', surrounded by people who need to know Christ.  O need to be faithful to obey God's command to share Christ with them before they progress any further on this downward spiral of alienation from God.  I will begin to pray daily that God will provide at least two ways of life witnessing opportunities each week.  I will also pray for wisdom to take advantage of those opportunities when they come.


TEXT AND OBSERVATIONS

INTERPRETATION

APPLICATION

19)
AND

they, having become callous

have given themselves over to sensuality


THE LIFE OF GOD -- This is God's spiritual life which He has in Himself and which He imparts to the believing sinner.

IGNORANCE -- This refers not only to lack of information, but also to a culpable lack of knowledge of diving truth.

Parallel passage: Romans 1:21-32

IN THEM -- This stresses the deep-seated, indwelling character of their ignorance.  Their alienation has its cause not in something external or superficial, but in themselves

HARDNESS = the covering with a callous; ie., dulled perception.  Cf. Pharaoh in Ex.4-15.  This speaks of an insensitivity to spiritual things.


* * * * * * * * * * 

HAVING BECOME CALLOUS = to become callous, to cease to care.  This describes the condition which results when the heart has ceased to be sensitive to the stimuli of conscience.

HAVE GIVEN THEMSELVES OVER --  Indicates a complete surrender. This verb is frequently used of Christ's giving Himself for the world (cf. Rom. 4:25; Gal. 2:20).  This person no longer cares to hide his sin.  All that matters is gratification.



TEXT AND OBSERVATIONS

INTERPRETATION

APPLICATION

for the practice of every kind of impurity

with greediness.


SENSUALITY = lewd or wanton conduct that shocks public decency.

PRACTICE ‑‑ lit., "a trade"; i.e., they gave themselves up to this life as to the carrying out of a business.  Man's relationship with God as a sinner has direct repercussions on his daily behaviour and his relations with his fellow man.

IMPURITY = moral uncleanness in the widest sense.

GREEDINESS = an eager grasping for more and more uncleanness.  This is the spirit of a man who does not care whom he hurts and what method he uses so long as he gets his way.



TEXT AND OBSERVATIONS

INTERPRETATION

APPLICATION

20)
BUT you did not learn Christ in this way

21)
IF INDEED you have heard Him,

have been taught in Him,

just as truth is in Jesus

22)
THAT,

in reference to your former manner of life,
YOU = the Ephesians.  This presents a strong contrast with "Gentiles" in v. 17.

DID NOT LEARN ‑‑ The verb tense indicates a specific time, i.e., at the time of conversion when they first were instructed in Christ's precepts.  The Christian doctrine which these Gentile converts had been taught in no way approved their old pagan habits.  Indeed, they were to renounce them.


* * * * * * * * * * 

IF INDEED ‑‑ Stresses the fact that they HAVE heard Him and HAVE been taught in Him.

HAVE HEARD, HAVE BEEN TAUGHT ‑‑ These probably refer to those instructions given at the time of conversion.

IN HIM ‑‑ The underlying idea is fellowship with Christ.

TRUTH ‑‑ There is no definite article here and the idea is that whatever is truth or spiritual reality is embodied in Christ.  This truth can only be known by those who have learned Christ," "have heard Him," and "have been taught by Him" (vv. 20,21).



TEXT AND OBSERVATIONS

INTERPRETATION

APPLICATION

you lay aside the old self,

which is being corrupted

in accordance with the lusts of deceit,

23)
AND

THAT you be renewed

in the spirit of your mind


YOU LAY ASIDE ‑‑ The verb tense suggests the translation, "you have once and for all laid aside" (cf. Rom. 6:6; Col. 3:9).  This occurred potentially in their identification with Christ in His crucifixion and actually at the moment they were saved.

OLD SELF ‑‑ This refers to the unsaved person, dominated by his totally depraved nature.

IS BEING CORRUPTED ‑‑ The present tense emphasizes that progressive nature of the corruption characterizing the old man (cf. Rom. 7:18).

LUSTS = A craving; a passionate desire.

YOU BE RENEWED ‑‑ lit., "you are being renewed" = to be continually renovated by inward transformation.  This represents an experience which is the direct opposite of the growing corruptness of the old man (v. 22; cf. 2 Cor. 4:16.  This renewal is accomplished by the Holy Spirit.
The primary instrument which the Holy Spirit uses to renew my mind is the Word of God.  I will set aside 5 minutes each morning to work on my memory verses.  I will especially pray each day that God will keep me faithful in my daily quiet time despite my present irregular schedule.


TEXT AND OBSERVATIONS

INTERPRETATION

APPLICATION

24)
AND

put on the new self

which in the likeness of God

has been created

in righteousness

AND

holiness of the truth.
PUT ON ‑‑ The verb tense again indicates definite action in the past.  Lit., "you have put on."  This occurred in the life of the believer at the point of conversion to Christ.  It is not enough to put off the old; one must also put on the new.

NEW SELF ‑‑ This means new, not in point of time, but in quality.  This is the opposite of the old, outworn self of v. 23.  This refers to the saved person dominated by the divine nature.

IN THE LIKENESS. . .CREATED ‑‑ The new self has been created after the pattern of what God is.  At the new birth the Spirit of God restores the image of God broken by sin and so gives back to man what he lost at the fall: righteousness and holiness.

RIGHTEOUSNESS, HOLINESS ‑‑ Both are attributes of the truth as it is in Jesus.


V.
AN (ALMOST) PAINLESS GUIDE TO THE WISE USE OF COMMENTARIES
A.
WHAT IS A COMMENTARY?

1.
Definition: A biblical commentary is a verse‑by‑verse explanation of a book (or portion of a book) of the Bible.

2.
Single‑volume commentaries on the whole Bible exist, but they are frequently not detailed enough to be as useful as a commentary which covers only one book.

3.
Types of commentaries:

a.
Exegetical: These are the most useful commentaries for the type of detailed study one does in inductive Bible study.  Their emphasis is on what the text means rather than on providing good sermon or teaching illustrations.

b.
Expositional or devotional: While these may flow from a solid exegetical basis, their emphasis is on the present‑day application of the text.

B.
WHY USE A COMMENTARY?

1.
A commentary should provide help on sources and information about the historical and cultural context.

2.
A commentary should provide answers to specific grammatical and lexical issues in the text.

3.
A commentary should provide thorough discussions of difficult texts; they give the possible meanings and then give the pro's and con's for each view.

C.
HOW DO I SELECT A COMMENTARY?

1.
Fee and Stuart suggest seven guidelines to use in selecting a commentary.

a.
Is the commentary exegetical, homiletical, or a combination of both?

b.
Is it based on the Greek or Hebrew text or an English translation?

c.
When a text has more than one possible meaning, does the author discuss all the possible meanings, evaluate them, and give reasons for his or her own choice?

d.
Does the author discuss text‑critical problems?

e.
Does the author discuss the historical background of the idea of the text at important places?

f.
Does the author give bibliographic information so that you can do further study if you wish?

g.
Does the introduction section in the commentary give you enough information about the historical context to enable you to understand the occasion of the book?

2.
The best way to get at all this is simply pick one of the really difficult texts in a given biblical book and see how helpful a commentary is in giving information and answering questions, and especially how well it discusses all possible meanings.

D.
BUT WHAT ABOUT THOSE (GASP!) GREEK WORDS?

1.
Consider Fee and Stuart's exhortation: "NOTE WELL‑‑You can use most commentaries based on the Greek or Hebrew text.  Sometimes you will have to 'read around' the Greek or Hebrew, but you can usually do this with a minimal loss."

2.
Lower case Greek letters are very similar to those used in English, as the following chart demonstrates:

[image: image2.wmf]
3.
If you are using a commentary which often refers to the Greek text, it is helpful to have access to an interlinear version of the Greek text.

a.
An interlinear text has the Greek text with a very literal English translation printed above each Greek word.

b.
Parallel to this interlinear text will be a standard English translation such as NIV, NASB, or RSV.

c.
VERY IMPORTANT: Remember that the translation supplied in the interlinear text is NOT inspired, and is NOT necessarily better than that of a standard Bible version!!!

(1)
The PURPOSE of the interlinear translation is ONLY to enable you to move rapidly between the Greek text and a standard English Bible version.

(2)
It supplies only one of the possible English translations for any given Greek word.

(3)
The translation given in one of the standard English versions will generally be a preferred one.

4.
The most helpful interlinear Bible is one with a parallel NASB text, since the NASB word order follows that of the Greek text much more closely than does that of the NIV.

Marshall, Alfred. The NASB Interlinear Greek‑English New Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984.

Summarized from Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All its Worth. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982), pp. 219‑21.

Good commentaries will provide helpful information as you do your analysis of a passage.  Brief excerpts from two commentaries are provided hear to help you do your assignment on Colossians 3:12‑17.

VI.
Commentary on Colossians 3:12‑17
A.
Putting on the virtues of the new life (3:12‑17)

Because of their new lives in Christ all believers are called on to clothe themselves in virtue, letting Christ's peace rule their hearts.  His Word should dwell in them richly, and they should do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus.

3:12  Again Paul called on believers to take a decisive action:

Clothe yourselves (endysasthe).  Because they have "put on (endysamenoi) the new self" (v. 10), they should live accordingly, with appropriate attributes and attitudes.  In verses 8‑9 Paul listed six vices (anger, rage, malice, slander, filthy language, and lying).  Now in contrast to them, Christians ‑ as God's chosen people (cf Rom. 8:33; Titus 1:1), holy ("separated to God"; cf. Col. 1:2) and dearly loved (cf. Rom. 5:8, 1 John 4:9‑11, 19) ‑ are to have several virtues.  These include compassion (splanchna oiktirmou, lit., "tender sympathy of heartfelt compassion" ‑ an unusually touching expression;  in Phil 2:1 Paul joined these two nouns with "and"), kindness (benevolence in action; cf. 2 Cor. 6:6), humility ( a lowly attitude toward God; cf. Phil 2:3, 1 Peter 5:5), gentleness (prauteta), meekness, a lowly attitude toward others, and patience (makrothymian, self‑restraint, a steady response in the face of provocation;  cf. Col 1:11).  The last three of these are mentioned in the Greek in the same order in Ephesians 4;2; and Galatians 5:22‑23 in the Greek includes three of them:  patience and gentleness, as well as kindness.

3:13  Furthermore, believers are to bear with each other (i.e., "put up with each other") with the attitudes just mentioned in v. 12.  Also they are to forgive whatever grievances (complaints) they may have against others.  How?  By forgiving as the Lord forgave them, graciously and freely (Eph. 4:32).  Grudges have no place in a Christian's life for they lead to the sins mentioned in Colossians 3:8‑9.  

3:14  But over all these virtues Christians are to put on love.  As Paul wrote elsewhere, "The greatest of these is love" (1 Cor. 13:13).  In one's catalog of virtues love should be the cover, because it is of supreme importance and is the perfect bond, holding them all together in perfect unity.  

3:15  Believers are also to let the peace of Christ rule in their hearts because they are called to peace as members of one body.  The closer believers are to Christ (and His likeness), the closer they are to each other.  In interpersonal relationships "peace" (transcendent, God‑given tranquillity) should rule (brabeueto, "arbitrate, decide every debate";  a word used only here in the NT;  cf. katabrabeueto, "decide against," 2:18).  Christ's followers who have put on the virtues Paul listed (3:12‑14), are concerned about being arbitrated in every trying circumstance by His peace, not by their wrangling.  Also Christians are to be thankful (cf. Phil. 4:6;  Col. 1:12; 3:16‑17; 4:2; 1 Thes. 5:18).  An attitude of gratitude contributes to an enjoyment of spiritual tranquillity, whereas grumbling makes for inner agitation.  

3:16  The new life Christians must "put on" is one in which the Word of Christ dwells richly.  Christ's words were recorded by Spirit‑guided apostles (cf. John 14:26; 16:13; 20:31).  The words of the Bible, God's written Word, are to dwell in believers.  That is, by study, meditation, and application of the Word, it becomes a permanent abiding part of one's life.  When the words of Christ become a part of a believer's nature, they spring forth naturally and daily in psalms (songs from the Book of Psalms), hymns (other songs of praise), and spiritual songs (as opposed to secular odes) with gratitude (en te chariti;  lit., "in grace")  This can mean either (a) God's grace, (b) graciousness in Christian singing, or (c) Christian thanks.  As suggested by the NIV it probably has the third meaning.  Such joyful singing is not only to please oneself or others but is to be praise to God.  Through this Spirit‑filled kind of life (cf. Eph. 5:18‑19), Christians can teach (instruct) and admonish ("counsel") one another (Col. 3:16; cf. "admonishing and teaching" in 1;28) if it is done with all wisdom (sophia; cf. 1:9, 2:3, 4:5) and not tactlessly (cf. Gal 6:1).

3:17  Whatever one does (cf. v. 23) ‑ for there is no sacred‑secular spirit in God's eyes;  He is Sovereign over all ‑ whether in word or deed (by lip or life) should all be done in the name of the Lord Jesus (i.e., for His glory; cf. 1 Cor 10:31) and with a thankful spirit (cf. Phil 4:6, 1 Thes. 5:18).  Three times in three verses Paul mentioned thankfulness: "be thankful" (Col. 3:15) "sing . . . with gratitude" (v. 16), and give thanks to God the Father (v. 17).

Norman L. Geisler, "Colossians" in The Bible Knowledge Commentary, (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983), pp. 682‑83.

VII.
COMMENTARY ON COLOSSIANS 3:12‑17
The virtues of the new life to be cultivated (3:12‑17).  The Christian has already put on the new man (the regenerate nature, v. 10).  Now he must clothe himself (cf. TCNT) with the garments which befit the new man.  Put on (v. 12) should be compared with the terms "put to death" (v. 5) and "put away" (v. 8).  Those terms express the negative, this verse the positive aspects of the Christian's reformation of character.  The tense of the verb, an aorist imperative, speaks of an action to be undertaken with a sense of urgency.

As an incentive to the carrying out of his appeal, Paul reminds his readers that they are God's elect, holy and beloved (v. 12, ASV).  These descriptive terms, all used in the Old Testament of Israel, emphasize the favoured position now enjoyed by the Colossian Christians.  They are the heirs of Israel's spiritual privileges.  As God's "elect" they are His chosen ones.  "Holy," which comes from the same root word which is rendered "saints" in 1:2, marks the Colossians as set apart for, consecrated to, God.  "Beloved" is a reminder that they are dear to God.  Paul's appeal is based, then, on this threefold fact: Christians are chosen of God, set apart by and for God, and loved by God.  The three terms signify essentially the same great fact, but under different aspects.

The virtues with which Christians should clothe themselves are listed in verses 12b‑17.  Those in verses 12b‑14, which have to do mainly with relationships among Christians, fall under the regimen of "put on" (vv. 12, 14).  This group reaches its climax in the mention of love, and all of them are in some way expressions of love.  Verses 15‑17 depict the elevated frame of mind which should characterize those who profess to be Christ's people.  The ideas expressed in these verses are given more individual treatment, each for the most part being associated with its own imperative verb.

(1)
Expressions of love (vv. 12‑14).  Verse 12b contains a pentad of great Christian virtues which must be "put on": a heart of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering (ASV).  They point up those qualities of life which, if present in the community of believers, will eliminate or at least reduce frictions.  All of them are manifestations of love, which is mentioned as the crowning virtue.  Some interpreters (e.g., Scott and Beare) think this grouping is the counterpart to the five vices which, in verse 8, we are told to "put off."

"A heart of compassion" (lit., "bowels
 of mercies," KJV) betokens pity and tenderness expressed toward the suffering and miserable.  C.F.D. Moule calls it "ready sympathy" (p. 123).

The word for "kindness" combines the ideas of goodness, kindliness, graciousness.  Ellicott defines it as "sweetness of disposition" (p. 181).  In Romans 11:22 it is contrasted with "severity."  In Galatians 5:22 it is listed as a fruit of the Spirit.

"Lowliness" and "meekness," which are related terms, were not considered virtues in the pagan world.  The New Testament, however, deepened and enriched their means and made them two of the noblest of Christian graces.  The former word, which originally meant servility, came to note a humble disposition ‑‑"the thinking lowly of ourselves because we are so" (Ellicott, p. 182). "Meekness," the opposite of arrogance and self‑assertiveness, is the special mark of the man who has a delicate consideration for the rights and feelings of others.  Combining the ideas of gentleness and submissiveness, it is mentioned in the New Testament as a characteristic of Christ (Matt. 11:29), a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:23), a distinctive trait of those who belong to Christ (Matt. 5:5), and so on.

"Longsuffering," a word of frequent occurrence in the New Testament epistles, denotes the self‑restraint which enables one to bear injury and insult without resorting to hasty retaliation.  The Bible mentions it as an attribute of God (Rom. 2:4) and as a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22).

Verse 13a uses two participles (forbearing and forgiving) to expand upon the thought of "longsuffering."  That is to say, the man who is truly longsuffering will manifest this attitude in at least two ways: (a) by his willingness to bear with those whose faults and unpleasantness are an irritant to him and (b) by his willingness to forgive those against whom he has grounds for complaint.

"Forbearing" suggests the thought of putting up with things we dislike in others.  Moulton speaks of the failure of Christians to practice this as "probably the most prolific cause of Christian division" (p. 52).  "Forgiving," which translates a word used in 2:13 of God's action toward us, has the sense of forgiving freely.
One another and each other suggest that the need for forbearance and forgiveness within the Christian fellowship is mutual.

Verse 13b states on of the great incentives to forgiveness: even as the Lord forgave you, so also do ye.  Knox's version is expressive: "the Lord's generosity to you must be the model of yours."

The final article of Christian attire is love: And above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfectness (v. 14, ASV).  All of the virtues listed in verses 12, 13 are, on the highest level, manifestations of love; but love is larger than any one of them, indeed, larger than all of them combined.  The mention of love as a separate "article of clothing" is therefore not superfluous.  The Greek word is agape, the distinctive Christian term for caring love.

"Above all" may mean "in addition to all" or, carrying on the metaphor of clothing, "over all," "on top of all."  Perhaps the latter is the better way of interpreting the phrase.

The genitive ("of perfectness") is taken by some to be an appositive.  The meaning then is "the bond which is (or consists in) perfection."
  Others construe the genitive to be objective.  "Perfectness" in this interpretation is that which is bound.
  Still others interpret the genitive to be descriptive.  The meaning then is "the bond characterized by perfectness," that is, the perfect bond.  This is the view which, on the whole, seems best.  "Love" is the perfect bond (belt) in the sense that it embraces and completes all of the other virtues.  Conybeare's rendering expresses this meaning: "which binds together and completes the whole."

(2)
The rule of peace (v. 15).  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to the which also ye were called in one body (ASV).  Those who see this verse as a continuation of the appeal for loving concern (v. 14) among Christians are inclined to interpret "peace" to mean peace between the members of the Christian community.  Scott, for example, defines it as "a peace‑loving temper, inspired by Christ" (p. 75).  Chrysostom illustrates it as follows: "Suppose a man to have been unjustly insulted, two thoughts are born of the insult, the one urging him to vengeance, and the other to patience, and these wrestle with one another.  If the peace of God stands as umpire, it bestows the prize on that which calls for endurance, and puts the other to shame" (quoted by Eadie, p. 247).

Those who understand the verse as introducing a new idea interpret "peace" as inward "heart" peace.  Eadie defines it as "that calm of mind which is not ruffled by adversity, overclouded by sin or a remorseful conscience, or disturbed by the fear and the approval of death" (p. 247).  C.F.D. Moule explains it as "the peace which is the result of obedience" to Christ (p. 124).  Perhaps we should not limit the word but should understand it as including peace in the largest sense.  Peace (i.e., a peace‑loving temper) is to be the principle which governs our actions and our words, but that it might do this the "peace that passeth all understanding" must first govern in our hearts.

It is the peace "of Christ" because it is the peace given by Him (cf. John 14:27).  For the peace of Christ to "rule" in our hearts is for it not simply to be present but to exercise supreme control within us.  The word for "rule," an expressive term used only here in the New Testament, originally meant "to act as umpire."  The scholars are not in agreement as to whether the word in Paul's time retained the connotation of a contest or was used simply in the general sense of administering, ruling, or deciding.  (A compound form of this word is used in 2:18).  The essential meaning here is that in all inner conflicts as well as in all disputes and differences among Christians, Christ's peace must give the final decision.  Nothing is to be done which would violate that peace.  Goodspeed's rendering expresses it well: "Let the ruling principle in your hearts be Christ's peace."  The TCNT: "Let the Peace that the Christ gives decide all doubts within your hearts"; Weymouth, "settle all questionings within your hearts."

As an incentive for living by this principle Paul reminds his readers that it was to peace that they were called in one body (v. 15b).  That is, they were so called that they constitute one body, and peace should be the life‑spirit which animates them.

Be ye thankful is added not as an afterthought but because gratitude is so intimately associated with peace.  The sense may be that we are to be grateful for the calling that is ours (mentioned in the phrase which immediately precedes), the suggestion being that God has ordered all things for our welfare.  More likely, the meaning is that we are to be grateful for the peace which Christ bestows on us (which is the main idea of the verse).  Thankfulness for this peace becomes an incentive for preserving it.  It is possible that the injunction should be taken in its broadest sense: Be thankful ‑‑ both to God and to men.  Such gratitude surely promotes peace and harmony within a fellowship.

The word for "thankful" was sometimes used in the sense of "pleasant" (cf. Prov. 11:16, Septuagint).  This meaning, while not entirely inappropriate in the present passage, is rejected by most interpreters.  The verb ("be") may be rendered "become," the suggestion being that it is a habit (present tense) which must be acquired.  Knox: "Learn, too, to be grateful."

(3)
The indwelling of Christ's word (v. 16).  All of the preceding appeals (with the possible exception of that in v. 15) have to do largely with duties we owe to one another.  Verses 16 and 17 focus attention on matters which have to do more directly with our own personal life.  Even here, however, the thought of our duty to others is not entirely absent.

The word of Christ probably refers to the Gospel, that is, the message about Christ.  It may, however, refer to Christ's teaching.  Lightfoot, who sees no direct reference in the phrase to any definite body of truths (written or oral), interprets it as "the presence of Christ in the heart, as an inward monitor" (p. 224).

To let the word of Christ dwell in you richly is to let it "have ample room" (Berkeley) or to let it "remain as a rich treasure" (Weymouth; cf. NEB) in the heart.  The general sense is that we are to submit to the demands of the Christian message and to let it be so deeply implanted within us that it controls all our thinking.  "Let it dwell not with a scanty foothold, but with a large and liberal occupancy" (Eadie, p. 250).

The correct punctuation of the remainder of verse 16 is uncertain.  The ASV, Weymouth, RSV, NEB, and others construe in all wisdom with the words following.  The KJV and Phillips take the phrase with the words preceding.  Much can be said for either construction.  Our preference is for the former.  The meaning, however, is not radically affected.

One other matter relating to punctuation: It appears that a break (perhaps a semicolon) should be made after the words one another (cf. RSV).  The thought of the verse then is that under the influence of the word of Christ Christians are to do two things: (a) In all wisdom (i.e., making use of every kind of wisdom) they are to teach and admonish one another. (b) Using psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, they are to sing with grace in their hearts to God.

Rigid distinctions should not be made between psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.  The language is intended to emphasize rich variety of song, not to give instruction in ancient hymnody.  Essentially the three terms are employed to heighten the idea of joyousness called for in the passage.  If any differentiation is made, "psalms" may be taken to refer to the Old Testament psalter; "hymns" and "spiritual songs" both refer to distinctly Christian compositions, the latter possibly being impromptu rhythmic utterances produced under the influence of the Holy Spirit.

Grace translates a term which may mean either grace or gratitude (depending upon the context in which it occurs).  If the former sense is given the word, the meaning may be something like "under the inspiration of divine grace," or "by the help of divine grace."  In spite of the fact that this is the more frequent sense of the Greek word, many able interpreters prefer to take it here to mean gratitude (cf. RSV, NEG, NAB, Moffatt, et al.).

(4)
The name of Christ (v. 17).  The last verse of the paragraph under consideration is brought in as a sort of summary statement: And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him (ASV).  Doing all "in the name of" the Lord Jesus is interpreted in at least three ways.  Some, for instance, understand the meaning to be that everything the Christian does is to be undertaken in an atmosphere of prayer, so that he may be assured of Christ's presence and help.  Moffatt expresses this meaning: "...let everything be done in dependence on the Lord Jesus."  Others think the meaning is that everything the Christian does is to be done in recognition of the authority of Christ's name.  Eadie, a proponent of this view states it thus: "To speak in His name, or to act in His name, is to speak and act not to His honour, but under His sanction and with the conviction of His approval" (p. 254).  Still others take "in the name of the Lord Jesus" to mean "as followers of the Lord Jesus" (cf. Goodspeed; The Living Bible).  This interpretation reflects the thought that to act in the name of a person is to act as his representative (cf. prayer "in the name of" Jesus).  The sense then is that in all the relationships of life we are to act with an awareness that we are Christ's people.  Both of the last two interpretations are acceptable, but the third is to be preferred.

"Giving thanks" indicates an attendant circumstance of acting in the name of the Lord Jesus.  That is to say, in all that we do we are to have an abiding sense of God's goodness to us and are to be careful to thank Him.

(5)
Family relationships to be strengthened (3:18‑4:1).  Several observations may be made as we approach this important paragraph.  First, it may be seen as applying in a specific way the general principle laid down in verse 17.  Indeed, it shows how all of the graces enjoined in verses 12‑17 express themselves within the family circle.  Paul would probably have agreed with the statement that "Christian thinking has not become really Christian until it operates in our daily practice with those nearest to us" (Moulton, p. 56).

Second, the emphasis of the whole passage is on duties, not rights.  The rights, to be sure, are clearly implied in all that is said, but the stress does not fall on these.  To be specific, when Paul addresses wives he does not remind them of their rights (though he unquestionably recognized that they had rights); he talks rather of the wife's duty to her husband.  The same approach is taken in addressing husbands, parents, children, slaves, and masters.  A home is on shaky ground when the members of the family are constantly thinking of and insisting on their rights.  If each person will be solicitous of his duty toward others, the rights will be cared for.

Third, the duties are shown to be reciprocal.  That is, all of the rights are not on one side and all the duties on the other.  No, if the wife has her duty, the husband has a corresponding duty.  If the children have their duties toward parents, the parents have reciprocal duties toward the children.  The same principle applies to slaves and masters.

Fourth, the entire passage is remarkably similar to, though much briefer than, that found in Ephesians 5:22ff.  Both passages deal with the same relationships: wives, husbands; parents, children; slaves, masters.  The chief difference is that in Ephesians Paul introduces a rather lengthy statement about the church as the bride of Christ.

Taken from Colossians and Philemon: Bible Study Commentary by Curtis Vaughn.  Copyright (c) 1973, 1980 by the Zondervan Corporation, pages 98‑105.  Used by permission.


BIBLE STUDY METHODS #8

Purpose Statement:

To help you understand and put into practice more principles of interpretation as you do inductive Bible study.

Learning Objectives:

This session will help you to:

1.
Interpret passages of Scripture correctly as you do your inductive Bible study.

2.
Understand the nature of epistles.

I.
PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION
PART II

A.
INTERPRET ACCORDING TO THE GRAMMAR OF THE SENTENCE OR PASSAGE
1.
Grammar consists of the form of words and the relationships of words.  Both affect the meaning, but you will be concerned primarily with the latter: how words are related to one another in sentences.

2.
If you are going to interpret the Bible according to the grammar, you must know something about it.  One way to refresh your knowledge is to get a good grammar book.  Be sure you know the parts of speech: noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition, conjunction and interjection.

3.
A sentence expresses a complete thought in words.

a.
A sentence may contain a statement, a question, a command or an exclamation.

b.
A sentence must contain two parts: a subject and a predicate.

4.
A few basic facts about some elements of grammar.

a.
Nouns
A noun is the name of a person, place, thing, quality, idea, etc.

b.
Pronouns
(1)
A pronoun is a word used in place of a noun.

EXAMPLE:

Noun:  Tessie studies her Bible.

Pronoun: She studies her Bible.

(2)
A pronoun usually refers to the nearest noun.  In cases where the meaning is not immediately obvious, a study of the context will usually clear up the problem.

EXAMPLE: Daniel 11:15, 16

"Then the King of the North will come, and cast up a siege mound, and capture a well‑fortified city.  And the forces of the South will not stand their ground, not even to their choicest troops, for there will be no strength to make a stand.  But he who comes against him will do as he pleases, and no one will be able to withstand him; he will also stay for a time in the Beautiful Land, with destruction in his hand."

c.
Verbs
(1)
Verbs are the "action words" of sentences and are very important in understanding any language.

(2)
One of the points we need to watch in verbs is what is called tense, or time.  A verb usually refers to either past, present or future time.

(a)
Some past tense forms:

I had studied the Bible.

I have studied the Bible.

I studied the Bible.

I was studying the Bible.

(b)
Some present tense forms:

I study the Bible.

I am studying the Bible.

(c)
Some future tense forms:

I will study the Bible.

I shall study the Bible.

d.
Conjunctions
(1)
Conjunctions are the main connecting words in sentences and are very important to the meaning.

EXAMPLE:
I eat meat and I am strong.

I eat meat when I am strong.

I eat meat because I am strong.

(2)
Other examples of conjunctions include: and, for, in order to, because, when, although, therefore, etc.

e.
There are other grammatical elements but for lack of space they will not be considered here.  But to know your Bible thoroughly, you will want to become familiar with them.  A grammar book can have a spiritual ministry!

5.
How to apply the principle of interpretation
a.
As you do your structural diagram of a passage, identify the main grammatical parts.  It is often easiest to begin by identifying the verbs.

b.
Look for the core of each sentence.

c.
Consider the possible meanings that are indicated by the verb tenses.

  
EXAMPLE:
Ephesians 4:20.

"But you did not learn Christ in this way."

The past tense indicates action completed in the past, and in fact, refers to their conversion to Christ.

d.
In a narrative or historical passage, it is often helpful to summarize the passage through using the verbs.

e.
If the meaning is still unclear, consider what you can learn from other principles, especially context.

6.
Primary methods for determining grammar.

a.
STRUCTURAL DIAGRAM
b.
DETERMINE CORE OF THE SENTENCE
c.
LISTS/CHARTS
(lists of commands, comparison of parallel ideas, action charts, etc.)

B.
INTERPRET ACCORDING TO THE PURPOSE AND THEME OF THE AUTHOR
1.
The purpose of the author is the object which he has in mind for the writing.  It is the reason why he wrote the book, what goals he wished to achieve.

2.
The theme of the author is the way in which he arranges the writing in order to carry out the purpose.  This is sometimes called the plan or plot of the author.  It shows the structure of the writing, a structure that is in some recognizable pattern.

EXAMPLE:
Ephesians 1‑3 concerns the doctrinal basis of our walk in Christ.

Ephesians 4‑6 concerns the practical aspects of our walk in Christ.

3.
How to find the purpose and theme
a.
Read the book through several times, noting the literary form, atmosphere, key words and phrases and special topics which are covered.  What is the major emphasis of the book and what are the main ideas?

b.
Notice whether the purpose is explicitly stated in the book.  If not, are there any indications of it?  Personal references to the reader usually indicate the purpose of the book, as do themes or subjects which are repeated.

c.
Look for the theme of the book.  There may be clear division points, such as Romans 12:1 or Ephesians 4:1.  Or there may be repeated words and phrases such as the phrase "These are the generations of ..." in Genesis.

d.
Reading outside reference materials such as a Bible Dictionary or commentary can also help you find the purpose and theme.  However, you must remember that these books simply reflect the opinion of the author ‑‑ and there can be definite disagreement among authors.  This is especially true with regard to the theme.  In any case, you should not use these outside reference books until you have first done your own research on the author's purpose and theme.

4.
Primary methods for determining purpose and plan of the author.

a.
BOOK SURVEY (key words, special topics, etc.)

b.
REFERENCE BOOKS (Bible Dictionary, commentary, etc.)

C.
INTERPRET IN THE LIGHT OF THE HISTORICAL, GEOGRAPHICAL AND CULTURAL BACKGROUND, AS FAR AS THAT CAN BE KNOWN.

1.
Events in the Bible took place at certain times in history.  They were part of the history and shared the culture of the people living then, mainly the Jews.  So the New Testament relates to the history of that time or before.  We can easily misunderstand if we interpret it in our own culture.  And we must keep in mind that the same act, statement or incident means different things in different cultures.

2.
The first and primary meaning of a passage is what it meant in its historical and cultural context, that is, what the people living then ought to have understood.  As far as we can, we must try to understand that meaning.  It is primary.

3.
Background elements
a.
Historical elements:

(1)
Daniel 5:7,16.  Daniel was made the third ruler because Belshazaar and his father were then ruling together, there were two already.

(2)
Matthew 2:22.  History tells us that Archelaus was a greater threat to Jesus' life than his father was.

b.
Geographical elements:
(1)
Jn. 4:4: Jesus had to pass through Samaria because that province was between Judea and Galilee.  It was a simple geographical fact.

(2)
Isa. 35:2. Lebanon, Carmel, Sharon were places of great natural beauty.

c.
Cultural elements, social, religious, or material:
(1)
Luke 9:59.  First to go and bury his father.  This was a sacred responsibility for the oldest son, and might involve years of waiting if the father was not already dead.

(2)
Lam. 5:4.  Wood normally was plentiful and free.  This shows extreme conditions of scarcity and distress.

4.
Learning the Background
To interpret in the light of the background we have to find out that background.  So our first problem is one of getting the knowledge.  There is much valuable background material that we can get from other books, the work of Bible scholars, such as Bible dictionaries, Bible geographies, commentaries, etc.  If you can obtain any of these, use them.  But if you cannot, remember that you can find all the essential background information in the Bible itself.  A basic principle we have already noticed is that the Bible is the best interpreter of the Bible.  And that is true in that the Bible gives background information for most obscure passages.

5.
How to learn the background
a.
Learn the Bible.  Read, read, read it.  The more you are familiar with the whole Bible, the more you will have background knowledge to help you in interpretation.  Read the historical books.

b.
Make notes as you read.  Details about the Bible characters, customs, features of the land.

c.
If you have a Bible with marginal references use them.

d.
Use the maps in your Bible for the geographical points.

e.
If other books are available, they are helpful.

6.
How to interpret in light of the Biblical background
a.
Gather information from the sources mentioned above about points in question.

b.
Carefully consider how this information helps you to understand the passage more fully.

c.
Determine then what the passage must have meant in that setting to the people at that time.

d.
Seek to understand what meaning is relevant for us today in our culture, and make the appropriate application.

7.
Primary methods for determining background information.

a.
BIBLE
b.
MARGINAL REFERENCES AND CONCORDANCE

c.
MAPS

d.
BIBLE DICTIONARIES, COMMENTARIES, BOOKS ON BIBLICAL HISTORY AND CULTURE, ATLASES, ETC.

D.
INTERPRET IN THE LIGHT OF THE BIBLE TEACHING AS A WHOLE
1.
Stated in another way, SCRIPTURE INTERPRETS SCRIPTURE.

a.
The Bible does not contradict itself.

b.
The Bible is essentially one revelation, giving one message about God.

c.
A verse or passage must be studied in its context, that is, the verses, paragraphs, and even chapters that surround it.  The final step of this principle is that the entire Bible is the ultimate context for our passage.  It follows then that one must seek to know the whole Bible.

2.
Parallel passages
One way to get the teaching of the whole Bible is by studying what are called parallel passages.  There are verses in different parts of the Bible which relate to one another.  For instance, you can find the same incident recorded in two or more of the Gospels.  There are portions of Ephesians and Colossians which are also parallel to one another.

a.
Be sure the parallel is a true one.  Though the same word occurs in two verses, there may not be a parallel.  See "fall" in Judges 18:1 and 20:44.  There must be a clear similarity of thought.

b.
Note clearly differences and similarities.  Write them down so that you can see them clearly and can compare them.  Study to see how each affects the meaning of the other.  Study each verse or passage in its context.

3.
How to interpret in the light of the whole Bible.

a.
Read the Bible extensively.  Have a plan of reading the Bible through in a regular period.  Once a year may be all you can manage, along with the other Bible study you do, but with good planning you can possibly read it through more frequently.  As you read, read for the general content of the books and let the minute details come with later readings and times of study.

b.
Study the Bible regularly.  Reading alone is not sufficient.  You can combine reading and study if you give sufficient time each day for it.  Try to have a plan to study the Bible book by book until you have completed it.

c.
Make use of parallel passages.

4.
Primary methods for interpreting in the light of the whole Bible.

a.
Consistent BIBLE READING.

b.
Consistent BIBLE STUDY
c.
PARALLEL PASSAGES
This has been adopted from T.N. Sterrett, How to Understand Your Bible (Downers Grove, IL: Inter‑Varsity, 1974), pp. 61‑89.

II.
THE NATURE OF EPISTLES
A.
The New Testament contains two types of epistles (i.e., letters).

1.
The first type was written only to the person or church to which it is addressed.  This category contains all of Paul's letters, plus 1 and 2 John and 2 Peter.

2.
The second type was written for a large group of Christians.  An example is the epistle of James, which was written to "the twelve tribes scattered among the nations."

B.
Ancient letters, especially those in the New Testament, usually consist of six parts, although the fourth part may be missing.

1.
Name of writer (Phil 1:1a).

2.
Name of recipient (Phil. 1:1b).

3.
Greeting (Phil. 1:2).

4.
Prayer wish or thanksgiving (Phil. 1:3‑11)

5.
Body (Phil. 1:12‑4:20).

6.
Final greeting and farewell (Phil. 4:21‑23).

C.
New Testament epistles are "occasional documents."

1.
That is, there was some special circumstance on the part of either the writer or the recipient which occasioned (i.e., caused) the writing of the letter.

2.
This special circumstance was usually a doctrine which needed to be corrected, a behavior which needed to be changed, or a misunderstanding which needed to be clarified.

D.
New Testament epistles contain "task theology."

1.
The epistles contain theology which applies to the specific situation being addressed by the letter.  That is, their theology (i.e., teaching) is intended to speak to the task at hand.

2.
As a result, there are times when we must be content with some limitations to our theological understanding.  Rather than writing about every possible aspect of a doctrine in a single letter ‑‑ or even in all of them together ‑‑ the authors wrote about that part of the doctrine which applied to the situation at hand.

E.
New Testament epistles are first century documents.

1.
It is helpful to remember that the epistles were written to answer questions related to specific persons or groups in the first century, not to answer questions which are unique to later centuries.

2.
Sometimes they will answer our questions, but often they will not, because the question had not been asked back then.

F.
How to handle problem passages.

1.
Since the epistles were written by a first century author to a specific first century audience, it is not surprising that they are difficult for us to understand.

2.
Although we may have difficulty understanding some of the details in a passage, we very often can understand the main point of a passage.

3.
It is important to discover what can be said for certain about a passage and what is possible but not certain.

4.
Good commentaries provide important help in finding the solution.  These are commentaries which state the various solutions which are possible, along with reasons for and against each view.

G.
Principles of Hermeneutics (application)

1.
The first principle: A text cannot mean what it never could have meant to the first century authors.

2.
The second principle: Whenever we share comparable particulars (i.e., similar specific life situations) with the first century setting, God's Word to us is the same as His Word to them.

3.
The problem of extended application.

a.
When there are comparable particulars and comparable contexts in today's church, the Word of God to us in the twentieth century must be limited to its original intent.

b.
Such an extended application is usually considered legitimate because it is clearly spelled out in other passages where it is the clear intent of that passage to assert that truth.

4.
The problem of particulars that are not comparable.

a.
Some NT texts speak of issues which have no twentieth century counterparts; others speak to problems which could, but probably will not, happen.

b.
In such cases, a clear principle can usually be seen which will transcend the particular historical situation in which it was originally applied.

c.
Once this principle is determined, it should be applied only to genuinely comparable situations in the twentieth century, not to any situation at all.

Summarized from Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982), pp. 43‑71.

III.
HOW TO USE CONCORDANCES
Understanding Concordances
As we mentioned earlier, our goal is to determine the meaning of the Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek word which underlies the English word in the verse we are studying.  Since we must depend on English concordances, a few things need to be kept in mind.

A.
Translation Differences
On the one hand, several different English words may be used to translate one word in the original language.  For example, in Titus 2:2,6 the Greek word sophronein occurs.  This can be translated "to be sensible" (NASB), "to be self‑controlled" (NIV), to "be sober‑minded" (NKJV), or "to be temperate" (NKJV).  Even within a translation, more than one English word may be used for the same original word (e.g., "sober‑minded" and "temperate" in the preceding example).

On the other hand, the opposite situation may also occur.  That is, more than one word in the original languages can be translated by the same English word.  For example, in the KJV alone, the English verb "dwell" is used to translate 31 different Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek words!

B.
Choosing the Right Concordance
In light of these translation differences, two things become important.  First, we need, if possible, to use a concordance which is keyed to the translation we are studying.  Or we need to have available a copy of the translation to which the concordance is keyed.  For example, if we are studying in the NIV, but our concordance is based on the KJV, then we will need to have a copy of the KJV Bible on hand so we can quickly look up the correct English word in the concordance.

C.
Finding the Right Verses to Study
Second, we need a way to determine which word in the original languages is being used.  Fortunately, this is relatively simple to do (see next page).  Once we know the original word, then we only need to look up those verses in which this word is used, not all the verses in which other original words are used.  This greatly simplifies our job and also guarantees much greater accuracy in our results.

D.
Procedure for a Concordance Study

STEP 1:
Locate the other verses in which this same Hebrew/Aramaic/Greek word is used.

There are several ways to do this, depending on which concordance you use.  Detailed instructions for three different concordances are provided in "How to Use Different Concordances."

STEP 2:
Classify these verses into major categories of use.

The same word may have a somewhat different meaning, depending on the context in which it is used.  Remember that the meaning of a word depends on its context.  For instance, the English word "run" can have many meanings.  You can say that point "runs" down a wall or that you will "run" a classified ad; and you can refer to a "run" on a bank, a long "run" of a Broadway play, or a 10K "run" for charity.

STEP 3:
Determine the category which best fits the word in the verse you are studying.

After you have listed all the possible categories of meaning, go back to the verse you are studying.  Which of these possible meanings is most appropriate for the word in the context of your verse?  This is the category of meaning you will choose for the word in your verse.

STEP 4:
Write up the results of your study.

Briefly list the possible meanings of the word and the preferred meaning for it in the verse you are studying.  Then explain how that meaning affects the interpretation of your passage.

NOTE:
To do a more thorough word study, there are a couple of other steps you can take.

STEP 5:
Look up the word in Vine's Expository Dictionary or another word study book.

Summarize the information given there.  See how the author's categories compare with yours, and note which category he chooses for your target verse.  (See "How to Use Lexicons and Word Study Books.")

STEP 6:
Look up the verse in two or three good commentaries.

See if the meaning these authors have assigned to the word agrees with what you have chosen for it.

E.
How to Use Different Concordances
1.
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance by James Strong (various publishers).

a.
Look up the English word in Strong's.  (Note that Strong's is based on the KJV).

b.
Find the listing of the verse you are studying and note the number next to it on the right side of the column.  This number refers to the specific Greek, Hebrew, or Aramaic word which is used.  If you wish, you can turn to the back index to find out what the original word actually is.

c.
Mark the other verses in the list in Strong's which have this number next to them.  (If it is a verb, you may also need to look under other spellings of the verb: keep, kept, keepeth.)  These are the verses you will want to look up as you do your concordance study.

2.
Young's Analytical Concordance by Robert Young (Eerdmans and various publishers).

a.
Look up the English word in Young's.  (Note that Young's is based on the KJV).

b.
Locate the listing of the verse you are studying.  Note that Young's already lists words in groups according to which Hebrew/Aramaic/Greek word is used.  That is, he has already gathered into one list the verses which use the original language word you are studying.

c.
These are the verses you will want to look up as you do your concordance study.

3.
The Word Study New Testament by Ralph D. Winter (2 vols. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 1972).

a.
This two volume set gives you clear directions for use.  Briefly, you look up the verse in Volume 1.  This is a KJV Bible with a code number written over most of the words.  You then look up that number in Volume 2, which is a concordance.  There you will find a handy list of every New Testament verse which uses that Greek word.

b.
These are the verses you will want to look up for your word study.

c.
If you are looking up a New Testament word, this is the most accurate tool you can use for concordance studies.  The concordance (which is a specially marked edition of the classic Englishman's Greek Concordance) lists all the times this Greek word occurs in the New Testament, no matter how it is translated into English.

F.
How to Use Lexicons and Word Study Books
1.
Lexicons
a.
A lexicon is a dictionary.

b.
The most useful one for New Testament studies is: Walter Bauer.  A Greek‑English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature.  5th ed. Trans. by W.F. Arndt, F.W. Gingrich, and F.W. Danker. 2nd English ed. Chicago: University of Chicago, 1979.

c.
It gives not only all the possible meanings of a Greek word; it also gives the Scripture references where the word is used with that meaning.

d.
To use it, look up the Greek word in Strong's and then find this word in the lexicon.  Or, use the numbering system in The Word Study New Testament to quickly find the exact page on which the Greek word is located in Strong's and then look up that word in the lexicon.

2.
Word Study Books
a.
W.E. Vine. Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words. (various publishers)

(1)
Vine's lists the word in English according to the King James Version.

(2)
Look up the Greek word in Strong's and then find this word under the English listing in Vine's.

(3)
Be sure to note whether you are dealing with a noun, verb, adjective, etc.

(4)
Vine's is also helpful for synonyms, since several similar words (all translated by the same English word) are often listed under each English heading.

b.
Colin Brown, ed.  The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology. 3 vols.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975‑78.

(1)
This is a word study book which often gives lengthy discussions of different words.

(2)
Note that although you do look up the word in English, the English is not keyed to a single Bible version.

(3)
For this reason, the fastest way to look up a discussion is to use the Greek word index at the end of Volume 3.

(a)
Look up the transliterated form of the Greek word (i.e., the form written in English letters), which you got from the back of Strongs's.

(b)
The volume and page numbers of the primary discussion of the Greek word will be given in bold print next to this word in Brown's index.


BIBLE STUDY METHODS #9

Purpose Statement:

To help you make application to your personal life from what you have learned in your inductive Bible study.

Learning Objectives:

This session will help you to:

1.
List possible areas of application from your inductive Bible study.

2.
List the steps to personal application of the Word of God.

3.
Know how to interpret promises from the Word of God.

4.
Understand the importance of meditation as a part of personal application of the Word of God.

5.
List at least 10 verbs that help lead Scripture application into specific action.

I.
STEPS TO PERSONAL APPLICATION OF THE WORD OF GOD
A.
Have a receptive attitude toward the preaching and teaching of the Word.  Ask the Lord to give an openness to the Scriptures (cf. Acts 16:14, "The Lord opened [Lydia's] heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul," and Ephesians 1:18, "I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened").

B.
During a message, lesson or personal Bible study, be thinking of (and/or write down) one or more ways to apply the truth.

C.
List areas of one's life where spiritual improvement is needed.  Ask others to suggest (lovingly!) areas where one's life may be improved.  Then as the Word is heard and studied, see if and how those passages relate to the area(s) of need.

D.
Think of application in terms of relationships: one's relationship to God, to Satan, to others (at home, church, work, school) and to oneself.

E.
Choose one course of action or attitudinal response from the several possibilities.

F.
Make a firm decision to carry out the response.  Make this decision a firm commitment between the individual and the Lord.  This will help motivate one toward the doing.

G.
Be personal.  Use the first person singular pronouns ("I," "me," "my," "mine"), not plural pronouns ("we," "us," "our").  Application that remains in the "we" category is too general and impersonal.

H.
Be specific.  Application that is stated in general terms (such as "I should be more like Jesus" or "I should love my wife more") is inadequate and difficult to carry out.  Try writing a sentence beginning with the words "I will ..." followed by one of the ninety action verbs (or others) from accompanying list.  Henrichsen illustrates this kind of specific action for applying meekness from the life of Moses:

I will memorize Numbers 12:3 and review it daily throughout the year.

I will write "meek" on a card and tape it to the mirror in the bathroom, so that daily I will be reminded of my need to work on this.  Each morning I will review Numbers 12:3 and pray about its application in my life for that day.

I will share this need with my spouse and with [a friend] who knows me well.  Once a month I will talk over my progress with them and ask for a frank evaluation.

I.
Have a deadline for completing the application, and work toward it.

J.
Review the progress.  The day after the deadline for completing an action/response, evaluate the progress made and if necessary write the same, a revised or an entirely different course of action for another date.

K.
Pray for the enabling of the Holy Spirit to incarnate God's truth in one's life.

Roy B. Zuck, "Application in Biblical Hermeneutics and Exposition," in Walvoord: A Tribute, ed. Donald K. Campbell, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1982), pp. 34‑36.

II.
NINETY VERBS THAT HELP LEAD SCRIPTURAL APPLICATIONS INTO SPECIFIC ACTION

accept

admit

analyze

ask

ask myself

avoid

be sensitive

be willing

build 

buy

choose

claim

collect

commit

compliment

comply

confess

control

count

create

decide

develop

direct

discourse

do

eliminate

encourage

enjoy

evaluate

exemplify
experiment

find

follow

give

go

guard

help

invite

isolate

keep

list

listen

look for

look up

love

meet with

memorize

organize

plan out

praise

pray about

pray to

pray with

prefer

pursue

read

realize

record

rejoice

repair
respond

sacrifice

save

schedule

select

send

share

show

sing

spend time

stay away

stop

study

substitute

take

talk with

teach

telephone

thank

think about

value

visit

wait

wake up

walk

watch

witness

work on

write down

write to

Roy B. Zuck, "Application in Biblical Hermeneutics and Exposition," in Walvoord: A Tribute, ed. Donald K. Campbell, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1982), pp. 34‑36.

III.
Examples of Personal Application ‑ Ephesians 4:17‑24.
A.
I'm struck with the challenge to view non‑Christians as God does: lost in their sins and on their way to a Christ‑less eternity.  Every day I'm surrounded by people who need to know Christ.  I need to be faithful to obey God's command to share Christ with them before they progress any further on this downward spiral of alienation from God.  I will begin to pray daily that God will provide at least two way of life witnessing opportunities each week.  I will also pray for wisdom to take advantage of those opportunities when they come.

B.
The primary instrument which the Holy Spirit uses to renew my mind is the Word of God.  I will set aside 5 minutes each morning to work on my memory verses.  I will especially pray each day that God will keep me faithful in my daily quiet time despite my present irregular schedule.

IV.
PROMISES
"Every promise in the book is mine" is one of the overstatements of the century.  Few Bible promises partake of such universality.  In applying the promises of the Bible to our specific situations we need to exercise great care.  If we apply promises to ourselves that are not for us, we may suffer severe disappointment.  Also, promise must not be used to tempt God.  A reserve and a patience should tempter all our usages of promises.

A.
NOTE WHETHER THE PROMISE IS UNIVERSAL IN SCOPE.  The classic example of a universal promise is "And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely" (Rev. 22:18).  General invitations to salvation are for all men, but invitations to prayer or to special blessings are only for the company of the saved.

B.
NOTE WHETHER THE PROMISE IS PERSONAL.  When God said to Paul, "Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee" (Acts 18:9‑10), that was personal to Paul and may not be used generally.  

C.
NOTE WHETHER THE PROMISE IS CONDITIONAL.  When it says "Draw nigh unto God and he will draw nigh to you" (James 4:8), there is a human condition to be fulfilled before the promise is received.

D.
NOTE WHETHER THE PROMISE IS FOR OUR TIME.  Some promises pertain just to the Jews in their land and have ceased with the coming of the New Testament.  Some promises refer to future conditions that shall prevail upon the earth at the close of the age.  Evidently, in Revelation 2 and 3 certain promises were restricted to different churches.

In connection with the use of promises some have used the Bible on the same principle of animistic divination.  Divination is the means whereby primitives decide whether they should undergo a proposed adventure such as hunting, fishing, or battle.  Common methods among primitives to decide the portent of future events are to read the entrails of pigs or chickens; to crack a bone in the heat of the fire and decide what to do from the nature of the crack; to throw an egg on a grass roof to see if it breaks or not; to use the fire test to determine guilt.  On the sillier level divination is predicting one's future by the reading of cards or tea leaves.

Whenever we force the Bible to say something on specific items of our life, we are in danger of divination.  If we do this we leave the sensible, intelligent use of the Bible for that which borders on primitive divination.  Most notorious is the custom of opening the Bible and putting the finger on a verse and taking that verse as divine guidance.  This method dishonours the intelligence of God, the sobriety of the Bible, puts the Christian faith in a ridiculous light, and places the method of determining the will of God on a superstitious, magical basis.  It ought to be added: no promise of the Bible is to be used that is not in keeping with sane, exegetical principles.

The type of divination mentioned above exists on a more sophisticated level with those who every day try to find specific guidance from the Bible ‑‑ not guidance in the sense of getting truth, soul‑food, and principles, but in finding one particular verse that tells them exactly what to do that day, or how to resolve a given situation.  To do this they have to admit that God can give a message through the Bible that is completely divorced from the native, grammatical meaning of the verse.  If this is permitted, then what is to prevent the interpreter from finding anything he wishes in the Bible?

To be specific, at the outbreak of World War II, a certain individual could not decide what his course of action should be ‑‑ enlist?  join the merchant marine?  get a theological waiver?  He went to his Bible and, finding a reference to those who go down to the seas in ships, he took it as his orders from God to enlist in the United States Navy.  The action could not be based upon any sensible exegetical principle, nor upon any spiritual principle; it was a haphazard coincidence between the verse that had the word seas in it and the United States Navy.

The will of God is determined from the Bible only in terms of what it says in its first grammatical sense, or what can be derived from it in terms of great spiritual principles.  To use the Bible as in the above example is in direct violation of the nature of inspiration and of the character of the Bible.  God does not double‑talk when he speaks in Scripture, i.e., He does not have a historical, common‑sense meaning, plus some special message to us in a given situation.  If God speaks to us in a given situation, it must be in terms of the sound exegesis of the passage.

Bernard Ramm, Protestant Biblical Interpretation, 3rd ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1970), pp. 192‑95.

V.
THE ROLE OF MEDITATION IN THE PROCESS OF KNOWING GOD
A.
KNOWING GOD
1.
Definition

"Knowing God involves, first, listening to God's Word and receiving it as the Holy Spirit interprets it, in application to oneself; second, noting God's nature and character, as His Word and works reveal it; third, accepting His invitations, and doing what He commands; fourth, recognizing, and rejoicing in, that love He has shown in thus approaching one and drawing one into this divine fellowship" (J.I. Packer, Knowing God [London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1973], p. 32).

2.
Aspects of Knowing God

a.
"Knowing God is a matter of personal dealing, as is all direct acquaintance with personal beings.  Knowing God is more than knowing about Him; it is a matter of dealing with Him as He opens up to you, and being dealt with by Him as He takes knowledge of you" (Packer, p. 34).

b.
"Knowing God is a matter of personal involvement, in mind, will and feelings.  It would not, indeed, be a fully personal relationship otherwise.  To get to know another person, you have to commit yourself to His company and interests, and be ready to identify yourself with His concerns.  Without this, your relationship with Him can only be superficial and flavourless.  'O taste and see that the Lord is good,' says the psalmist (Psalm 34:8)."

"The emotional side of knowing God is often played down these days, for fear of encouraging a maudlin self absorption.  It is true that there is nothing more irreligious than self‑absorbed religion, and that it is constantly needful to stress that God does not exist for our 'comfort,' or 'happiness,' or 'satisfaction,' or to provide us with 'religious experiences,' as if these were the most interesting and important things in life.  It is also necessary to stress that anyone who, on the basis of 'religious experiences,' 'saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him' (1 John 2:4; cf. verses 9,11; 3:6,11; 4:20).  But for all this, we must not lose sight of the fact that knowing God is an emotional relationship, as well as an intellectual and volitional one, and could not indeed be a deep relation between persons if it were not so" (Packer, p. 35).

c.
"Knowing God is a matter of grace.  It is a relationship in which the initiative throughout is with God ‑‑ as it must be, since God is so completely above us and we have so completely forfeited all claim on His favour by our sins.  We do not make friends with God, God makes friends with us, bringing us to know Him by making His love known to us" (Packer, p. 36).

3.
The Bottom Line: God Knows Me

"What matters supremely, therefore, is not, in the last analysis, the fact that I know God, but the larger fact which underlies it ‑‑ the fact that He knows me.  I am graven on the palms of His hands.  I am never out of His mind.  All my knowledge of Him depends on His sustained initiative in knowing me.  I know Him, because He first knew me, and continues to know me.  He knows me as a friend, who loves me; and there is no moment when His eye is off me, or His attention is distracted from me, and no moment, therefore, when His care falters" (Packer, p. 37).

B.
THE PRACTICE OF MEDITATION
1.
Prerequisites

a.
I must have a clean heart, free from unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18; I John 1:9).

b.
I must be filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18).

"To Christians who are spiritual, i.e., filled with the Spirit, it is possible for the Spirit to reveal the deep things of God.  In the extended revelation of this truth in 1 Corinthians 2:9‑3:2, it is made clear that the deeper things of spiritual truth can be understood only by those who are spiritually qualified to be taught by the Spirit.

The teaching work of the Spirit also extends to warning against error, and we are told in 1 John 2:27, that the anointing of the Spirit, i.e., His indwelling, makes it possible for us to be taught the truth even without human teachers" (John F. Walvoord, The Holy Spirit, [Grand Rapids: Dunham Publishing Co., 1958], pp. 220‑21).

2.
Preparation

a.
We begin by sitting relaxed with the Lord, putting aside things that would crowd our thoughts.  As we choose to meet with Him, He is there to meet with us.  It begins with restful waiting on the Lord, allowing the Holy Spirit to bring our minds into focus on Himself and His Word.  It is an active putting aside of distracting thoughts, in order that we might hear His voice.

b.
Begin by spending a few minutes in worship (whether spoken or sung) and in prayer.  Listening to or singing along with a worship tape, praying through a Psalm may help.  Take whatever time you need in order to relax and focus on Him.

3.
Process

a.
Meditation is the process of pondering, considering, and reflecting on portions of Scripture, in total dependence on the Holy Spirit to give understanding of its truth and meaning, and by obedient response and reception of that word, having it imparted to our inner being.  The impartation of such truth brings life and light to the Christian who comes with an attitude of humility, trust, and obedience.  Meditation is inwardly receiving.  It is feeding on Christ, the Living Bread and Living Word.

b.
God speaks to us by His Spirit as we meditate on His Word.

(1)
1 Corinthians 2:9‑3:2.

(2)
God longs to communicate with us through His Word and, as we read, ponder, and consider a portion of Scripture, He gives enlightenment and understanding of it.

c.
We need to learn how to discern God's voice.

(1)
Messages and impressions come to us from four sources.

(a)
God

(b)
Ourselves

(c)
Other people

(d)
Satan and his hosts

(2)
God's wisdom will have the hallmark of His presence and character.

(a)
Galatians 5:22,23: "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self‑control."

(b)
James 3:17 "But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy."

(3)
If you wonder whether you are hearing God's voice or another's, here are some questions to ask.

(a)
Is it in harmony with the rest of Scripture?

(b)
Does it glorify God and exalt Jesus?

(c)
Does it cause me to worship Him?

(d)
Does it cause me to love God or others more?

(e)
Does it increase my knowledge of Him and His ways?

(f)
Is it edifying?

(g)
Does it bring a response to God in prayer, praise, thanksgiving, confession or intercession?


BIBLE STUDY METHODS #10

Purpose Statement:

To help you to be able to summarize in your own words a paragraph of Scripture or a book of the Bible.

Learning Objectives:

This session will help you to:

1.
Summarize a passage of Scripture by paraphrasing it.

2.
Summarize a chapter or book of the Bible by outlining it.

3.
Summarize a chapter or book of the Bible by charting it.

4.
Keep on track in your inductive Bible study.

I.
METHODS OF SUMMARIZATION
A.
PARAPHRASE
1.
A paraphrase is a restatement of the text in your own words.  It gives the meaning of the text accurately, but in another form.
2.
A paraphrase is especially helpful if done immediately after the intensive study phase.

a.
It is important to pull together all the ideas you have discovered in each verse and to put them into an understandable form.

b.
For example, after doing the intensive study phase on Ephesians 4:28 you might have a paraphrase something like this:

"The one who is stealing, let him stop stealing.  Instead, let him be labouring, doing profitable work with his own hands.  He should be doing this in order that he may consistently have means available to be sharing with anyone who is experiencing need."

3.
A paraphrase can be rather long, as in the example above.  However, it can also be in a brief summary form, such as a one‑page summary of an entire book.  An example for the entire book of Ephesians is included.

B.
OUTLINE
1.
An outline is one of the most common ways to summarize the main points of a passage.  The purpose of an outline is to show in skeleton form the major ideas in a passage.

2.
Remember to follow the basic points of good outlining.

a.
If you have sub‑points under your main points, there must always be at least two of them.  That is, if there is an A., there must also be a B; if there is a 1, there must also be a 2, etc.

b.
Seek to use similar literary construction in parallel points.  If you use a sentence in one of your main headings, use sentences for all main headings which are equal in importance. If you use one type of phrase for one sub‑ point, use the same type for the parallel sub‑points.

3.
An outline may be used for the entire book, for a chapter or section, or for a single paragraph.

4.
The following example is for Ephesians 4:17‑24.  Notice how it would fit into the overall outline for the book of Ephesians which is attached.

III.
B.
1.
Based on a renewed mind (4:17‑24)

a.
Do not walk as the Gentiles walk  (4:17‑19)

b.
Do walk as you have learned Christ  (4:20‑24)

1)
Lay aside old self (4:20‑22)

2)
Be renewed in spirit of mind  (4:23)

3)
Put on new self (4:24)

C.
CHARTS
1.
A chart is an effective way to enable you to grasp the whole picture of a chapter or book.  It has real value as a study device and equal value as a teaching tool.  The purpose of your chart will determine the kind you use and the material which you record.  Be creative!

2.
Hints for making good charts.

a.
Make your chart so that ideas can be seen at a glance.

b.
Avoid making it too large or involved.

c.
Use brief words and phrases.

d.
Emphasize major ideas.

3.
For an example, see the attached vertical chart of James 4.  There are, of course, many other types of charts which can be made.

II.
EXAMPLE OF PARAPHRASED SUMMARY
EPHESIANS 4:17‑24

17.
This I say, therefore, and solemnly declare together with the Lord, that you no longer order your behaviour in the same way as the pagans around you order their behavior.  Their lives are vain and aimless, and their minds are filled with things that lead to nothing.

18.
They have been darkened in their understanding and can no longer discern right from wrong.  In addition, they have been excluded ‑‑ separated ‑‑ from God's life which He gives to the believing sinner and they are held in the grip of spiritual death.  There are two reasons for this alienation from God's life; first, their own deep‑seated, culpable ignorance of spiritual things; second, their wilful hardness of heart and insensitivity to spiritual things.

19.
Having thus become callous and uncaring, they have totally surrendered themselves to a life of wanton, lawless conduct in which they are engaged in the practice of every kind of moral impurity, greedily grasping for more and more uncleanness.

20.
But you, not in this way did you learn Christ.  For I know

21.
that you have clearly heard about Him at your conversion and have since been taught in fellowship with Him; and all truth and spiritual reality are contained in Jesus.

22.
You are taught that, in reference to your former manner of life as a non‑Christian, you have once and for all laid aside the old self.  This is the old self which is continually being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit.

23.
Second, you were taught that you are continually being renewed by inward transformation in the spirit of your mind.

24.
Third, you were taught that you have once and for all put on the new self which has been created in the likeness of God; that is, in righteousness and holiness of the truth.

III.
EXAMPLE OF A BOOK SUMMARY - EPHESIANS.
My dear brothers in Ephesus,

May God's grace and peace be with you.

What tremendous blessings God has given us in the heavenly places with Christ!  As I think about these riches I continue to pray that God will open your spiritual eyes so that you, too, can see how great an inheritance is yours in Christ.  For even though you were formerly dead in your sins, God has now made you alive together with Christ.  And, as you are seated together with Him you can actually have this entire inheritance in your experience and you can actually do the good works which He has prepared for you to do.

Certainly, there was a time when you Gentiles were separated from even the possibility of salvation, but now Christ has provided salvation for all men ‑‑ both Jews and Gentiles ‑‑ through His death on the cross.  Insight into God's plan of making both Jews and Gentiles fellow‑members of the body of Christ was given to me as a minister of this Gospel, and I am openly preaching this "mystery" which is part of God's eternal plan for all mankind.  And so, as you consider this Gospel, I pray that you may be strengthened with power in the inner man so that you may fully comprehend Christ's love and be filled with His goodness.

Therefore, in view of all you are and have in Christ, let your walk ‑‑ your manner of life ‑‑ be one worthy of His name.  Since you are all members of one body, you need to function together properly and maturely.  The gifted individuals whom God has given the church will certainly help.  However, if you are to truly grow towards maturity, you must stop walking like non‑Christians.  Lay aside your former, corrupt lifestyle and put on the new self which has been created in righteousness and holiness.  As you do this, you will want to begin making specific changes in your lifestyle.

Let me put it another way: you must be imitators of God and walk in love.  This will include not doing the works of the flesh but instead walking as children of light.  Walk wisely before unbelievers and be consistently Spirit‑filled.  Many good things will result from this Spirit‑filled walk, including songs and praise and thanksgiving offered to God, a mutual submission to one another, and harmonious interpersonal relationships.

Finally, my brothers, be strong in the Lord and in His strength, and put on all of God's armour so that you can resist all of Satan's schemes.  And, as you stand fully protected by God's armour, armed with the sword of the Spirit, be sure to continue praying at all times in the Spirit.

Tychicus will let you know further details about my situation here in prison.  In the meantime, peace be with you.


Paul
IV.
EXAMPLE OF A BOOK OUTLINE
EPHESIANS
THEME:
Our Walk in Christ

KEY WORDS:
seated, walk, stand firm, grace, love, riches, fullness, in body

KEY VERSE:
4:1:
"Walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called."

I.
SALUTATION (1:1‑2)
II.
THE BASIS OF OUR WALK: OUR POSITION IN CHRIST (1:3‑3:21)
A.
The resources of our walk (1:3‑23)

1.
Our inheritance in Christ (1:3‑14)

2.
Paul's prayer: For awareness of this inheritance (1:15‑23)

B.
The all‑inclusiveness of this walk (2:1‑3:21)

1.
New life as a gift of grace (2:1‑11)

2.
New life available to both Jews and Gentiles (2:12‑22)

3.
Paul as a minister of God to the Gentiles (3:1‑13)

4.
Paul's prayer: For growth in the knowledge of God (3:14‑21)

III.
THE CHRISTIAN'S WALK (4:1‑6:20)
A.
A mature walk (4:1‑16)

B.
A changed walk (4:17‑32)

1.
Based on a renewed mind (4:17‑24)

2.
Demonstrated in practical changes (4:25‑32)

C.
A loving walk (5:1‑3)

D.
A luminous walk (5:4‑14)

E.
A Spirit‑filled walk (5:15‑21)

F.
A submissive walk (5:22‑6:9)

1.
Husbands and wives (5:22‑23)

2.
Parents and children (6:1‑4)

3.
Masters and slaves (6:5‑9)

G.
A victorious walk (6:10‑20)

IV.
BENEDICTION (6:21‑24)
V.
EXAMPLE OF A DETAILED PARAGRAPH OUTLINE
COLOSSIANS 1:15‑23

I.
Paul offers praise to Christ, the Lord of creation and of the new creation, who accomplished redemption (15‑20).

A.
Christ is the Lord of creation (15‑17).

1.
He is the image of the invisible God (15a).

2.
He is the first in rank over all creation (15b).

3.
The reason He holds absolute authority over all creation is threefold (16).

a.
He is the sphere in which all things in the universe were created (16 a‑e).

b.
He is the intermediate agent through whom all things were created (16f).

c.
He is the goal of the created universe (16f).

4.
He is the absolute authority in the universe (17a).

5.
He continues to cause the entire universe to cohere (17b).

B.
Christ is the Lord of the new creation (18‑20).

1.
He is the Head of His body, which is the church (18a).

2.
He is the founder of the new humanity (18b).

3.
He is the first in opening the way of resurrection, so that He might be first in rank in the new humanity (18c‑d).

4.
The reason Christ has first place in the new humanity is twofold (19‑20).

a.
The fullness of the divine essence dwells in Him (19).

b.
He has reconciled all things to the Father through His death on the cross (20).

II.
Paul applies the truth of Christ's redemptive work to the lives of the Colossian Christians (21‑23b).

A.
Paul states that although believers were formerly alienated from God, Christ has now reconciled them through His sacrificial death (21‑22a).

B.
The purpose for Christ's reconciling act is so that He may present them before the Father, holy and blameless (22b).

C.
The reason Christ presents believers blameless before the Father is because they continue in their personal faith, steadfast and unmoved from the hope of the Gospel (23a).

D.
It is this universally proclaimed Gospel of which Paul has become a minister (23b).

VI.
EXAMPLE OF A BOOK CHART
VII.
KEEPING ON TRACK
In order to handle the Word of God properly, it is necessary to follow certain guidelines.  Observing these guidelines does not always guarantee correct conclusions, but disregarding them frequently leads to error.

Here are some basic rules that are frequently neglected.  While they are not difficult to understand, care must be taken to not inadvertently break them.

A.
INTERPRET YOUR EXPERIENCE BY THE SCRIPTURES: DO NOT INTERPRET THE SCRIPTURES BY YOUR EXPERIENCE.

When people interpret the Scriptures by their experience, their experience becomes the standard of authority.  In reality the Bible is the standard.  Your life is under its authority.

Whenever a Christian universally applies a method to others that has worked for him, he is in danger of transgressing this principle even though the method itself may be a good application of a biblical commandment.  A good example of this is the man who had difficulty with deficit spending and abolished all forms of buying on credit.  He was so successful in overcoming his problem that he insisted that anyone owning a credit card or buying on time violated the scriptural injunction, "Owe no one anything..." (Romans 13:8).  At this point the individual had interpreted the Scripture in light of his experience, making his experience normative rather than the biblical principle.

B.
DO NOT BE DOGMATIC WHERE THE SCRIPTURES ARE NOT.

There are many areas in which the Bible is not conclusive.  Take care not to say more than the Bible does.  In many issues such as personal appearance, style of dress, standard of living or church government, a person needs to arrive at his own conclusion even though the Scriptures are not conclusive.  In these situations a stand may be taken, but do not be critical of those who accept a differing view.  Love should prevail.

C.
STUDY A PASSAGE IN CONTEXT.

To determine the full meaning of a passage, its setting must be carefully considered.  A passage should be studied in its historical, cultural and textual context.  (The textual context includes the preceding and succeeding passages.)  When Paul said, "The woman should keep silence in the churches," he was not prohibiting women from all participating in the worship assembly through speaking and singing.  Instead, this statement was made in the context of a passage about tongues and prophesying.

D.
BE CAREFUL IN DETERMINING WHETHER A PASSAGE IS FIGURATIVE RATHER THAN LITERAL
You should consider a passage figurative when the Bible says the passage is figurative.  Many times the Bible indicates in the text that a particular passage is to be taken figuratively.  Occasionally the events, situations or places may be literal as well as figurative.  Galatians 4 states that Mt. Sinai is a symbol of bondage and Jerusalem is a symbol of grace.  These are literal geographic locations which are also symbols of spiritual truth.

You should also consider a passage figurative when the statement is out of character with the thing described.  For example, a statement may be considered figurative whenever an inanimate object is used to describe a person or animate being.  In the Gospel of John, Jesus is referred to as "the Door," "Bread," "Water," etc.  These words are all used in a figurative sense.

In Philippians 3:2, Paul warned "Look out for the dogs."  He is describing a group of heretics teaching the necessity of circumcision for salvation.  Thus, "dogs" is to be taken figuratively.  Jesus says in Luke 13:32, "Go and tell that fox" referring to Herod.  Thus it can be assumed to be figurative.

Generally, it is easy to determine from the passage itself if the statement is figurative and to whom it refers.  A study of parallel passages on the statement, however, often supports the interpretation.  For example, the word "lamb" refers to Christ both in Isaiah 53:7 and John 1:36.

There are times when the same word is used figuratively but has different meanings in different places in the Bible.  For example, "lion" in I Peter 5:8 refers to Satan, but "lion" in Revelation 5:5 refers to Jesus Christ.  Generally, the correct meaning of the figure can be determined by the context.

A word does not have a figurative and literal meaning at the same time.  When a word in a sentence is given a figurative meaning, it supersedes the literal meaning.  If the literal interpretation fits, it should be used unless the context makes it impossible.

E.
TREAT PARABLES DIFFERENTLY
A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  The best way to describe the need for parabolic teaching is to suggest that you envision yourself as a missionary to a very primitive group of people who have never seen electricity, refrigeration or any modern inventions.  How would you describe to such the appliances in your kitchen?  You would have to painstakingly use something within their frame of reference to use as a picture or parable to convey your meaning.  The same is true in communicating heavenly or divine truth.  Jesus Christ was a master at using parables.  Often times these parables are introduced by the statement, "The kingdom of Heaven is like ..." or "A certain man went into a far country..."

When it comes to interpreting them, most people overwork parables, that is, they try to make every single detail mean something special.  In so doing, they often destroy the basic meaning.  A parable is an illustration and just as an illustration has one central truth, so does a parable.  But almost every illustration can be distorted and twisted way out of proportion by trying to apply every segment of it to something specific.  For that reason you should be content to find that one central meaning of a parable and accept it.

F.
DO NOT RATIONALIZE THE SCRIPTURES.

Do not attempt to interpret biblical statements by current philosophies and contemporary scientific theories.  These thoughts often change with the passage of time.  The Bible, however, is eternal and never changes.  For many years secular historians discredited the Bible's accuracy because there was no archaeological evidence for the existence of the Hittite nation referred to in Scripture.  Then in 1907 archaeologists discovered tablets in Turkey which confirmed the existence and location of the Hittites.

It is never necessary to apologize for the biblical statements that science cannot confirm or to reinterpret Scripture in the face of current scientific evidence.  Because the Bible is God's Word and literally true, every miracle and every statement must also be considered true.

G.
DO NOT SPIRITUALIZE THE SCRIPTURES.

In an attempt to find so called "spiritual truths" in every verse, many people "read into" a passage a true conclusion that is determined by an invalid process.  When a man uses a wrong method to arrive at a true conclusion, he opens himself to being deceived by that same method on other occasions.

For example, Acts 28 relates how Paul was miraculously healed after being bitten by a poisonous viper.  Someone spiritualizing this account might say "the serpent, who is the devil, always attacks righteous men, but is always defeated."

This conclusion may be true, however, Acts 28 does not teach this conclusion.  This is erroneous handling of God's Word.

Taken from The Navigators, Search the Scriptures (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1974), pp. 11‑14.

     �"Bowels," though the literal meaning of the Greek word, is better expressed by "heart."  The ancients thought of the lower viscera as the seat of emotions.  We, however, use "heart" in this sense.


     �Peake, who interprets in this fashion, understands love to be perfection in the sense that it binds the members of the Christian community together.  "When love binds all Christians together," he explains, "the ideal of Christian perfection is attained" (p. 541).


     �Lightfoot, who is an advocate of this view, takes "perfectness" to be a designation of all the virtues.  Love as the bond of perfectness, then, is "the power which unites and holds together all those graces and virtues which together make up perfection" (p. 222).
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