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                                                The Faith Principle                                  
                                    Being Who God Created You To Be                     
You probably attend a grace and Gospel oriented church, attended by others who are sincerely seeking to live a life governed by these principles.  That is why you attend.  Imagine that this Sunday everyone who walks in the door receives a powerful truth serum that eliminates the filter between what the mind understands and the mouth says.
The pastor stands before the congregation and says, “I have three questions for you this morning.  First, how many of you experience feelings of inadequacy and guilt?”  What percentage of the congregation do you think would raise their hands?

“Second, how often do you experience these feelings of inadequacy and guilt?”  What do you think they would say?

“Third, what do you do about it?”

Most people, when given this scenario, answer (1) most or all (2) often or every day and (3) by definition, nothing that works.    
Imagine the implications of what we have just said.  Gospel and grace oriented believers are living with emotions that make them feel like they are less than they should be.  How engaged in the Great Commission can we thus expect them to be?  

Pep talks and motivational speeches work temporarily at best, because these feelings are actually grounded in fact.  We all miss the mark, often spectacularly.  Are past experiences and failures lead to current emotions that freeze us into the temporal life.  Right where the enemy wants us.

The solution is not to behave better.  Reducing the anchor of sin is certainly an important part of our growth, but we will never be completely rid of it, so to rely on our improving behavior is a formula for continued inadequacy and guilt.  There is a better solution, one that works.
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The Bible describes you as a person you may not often recognize.  You are righteous, without blame, innocent, Jesus’ friend, fully qualified to represent Him, and you possess His mind.  You are an heir to everything He was heir to; you have all He has.

We do not experience this incredible identity because our own thoughts and actions are often those of another type of person.  So we have a paradox, two realities existing at once.  Our actions describe one reality, the Bible describes another.  

What if the Biblical reality could become the one we experience?  What profound changes might that make in how we relate to others, how we make decisions, and how we see our ability to expose others to this Good News?  

Paul described how he did this in Galatians 2:20.  “…I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the (fallen) body I live by faith in the Son of God…”
So here we have The Faith Principle:  Faith is acting as though what the bible says about you is true even if your current emotions, past experiences or cultural trends indicate otherwise.  
In every situation you face your past experiences and emotions will influence you to think or behave a certain way.   However, the Bible often describes a different reality, one that, if true in your life, would indicate different attitudes or actions.  At that moment you have a choice to make, to act as you emotions dictate, as the old you would act, or to act as the person the Bible is describing.  

Tim (true story, not his real name) told his mentor, “Sue and I began with such hopes.  But now we are just two people breathing the same air in the same house.  I’m not sure we are going to make it.”

Tim’s life changed in 45 seconds.  “Tim, do you know what the Bible says about you?”  Tim said yes.  “Do you know what Genesis 2:18 says (..a helper suitable for him.)?”  Yes.  “Do you know The Faith Principle?”  Again, yes.  “Tim, forget what you are feeling right now.  Just answer the question in your own mind: how would you be thinking and acting if both those were true in your life today?  Go and act that way.  You now know all you need to know to fix this problem.”  Tim and Sue today feel and act like newlyweds.

What always happens when you choose a course that may feel odd but you know is right?  Do your emotions not always catch up?  A draftee becomes a leader in his heart not by academic exercises or motivational talks, but by doing what he is taught a leader does. 

“Destined” is a course in which you will learn to be the incredible person the bible says you became when you received Him.  It is not an academic exercise but a relational discovery of how Biblical truth defines who you are in daily circumstances.  Contact us to learn how to use this material.              
