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LEADERSHIP SERIES  Snapshots of a Leader #3- Teacher’s Notes

The Will to Go On    

Nehemiah 4, 5, 6
OVERVIEW

Remember, Nehemiah had prayed, planned, had gotten provision from the king, had come to Jerusalem and scouted out the condition of the walls personally, and had rallied his countrymen to join him in rebuilding the walls.  Then in Chapter 3  we see the genius of involving the laborers in the task-  helping them to see how their involvement was vital to their own wellbeing and their families.  Delegating and making assignments, organizing.  The benefits of his plan was buyin, effectiveness and in 52 days they rebuilt the wall. 

 What we are going to consider in our time today is how he dealt with barriers to accomplish the task and trust God to apply what we learn to how we relate to barriers in our lives.   

OVERCOMING OPPOSITION

Causes of discouragement

4:1-3- Ridicule  Sanballet criticized their character



He questioned their ability



He challenged their commitment to finish



Questioned the feasibility of the project to begin with



Tobiah- defined the workforce as incompetent.


A loss of strength  v. 6  


A loss of vision  v. 10


A loss of confidence v. 10


A loss of security v. 11

Have you ever wanted to run away?

What do you do when you are criticized?  Many times that criticism comes from the people closest to us.  An unbelieving spouse, a parent, etc.  

Criticism-  if you internalize it, eventually you will get discouraged and give up.

So how should we respond?

4:4-5  He prayed.  Pretty strong.  But remember, criticism enters through the door of our emotions.

Our choices 

1. To dish it back

2. To bottle it up inside

3. To go to God with it.

Prayer puts criticism in it’s proper context.  How does it compare with God?

4:14  Remember  

Nehemiah dealt with the present  by focusing the worker’s attention on God’s faithfulness in the past and a vision for the future.

4:9  Revise the plan

The delicate balance between walking in faith and leading strategically.

]v. 16-18

James  Faith without works is dead.  

Failed plans should not be interpretated as a failed vision.  When the plan fails, the vision must be recast.  Recasting the vision allows those around you to transfer their focus from the failed plan bck to the original vision.  V. 15

A second barrier

Taking a Stand against abuse and misuse of power.

Chapter 5  

He brought to light the abuse and misuse of power that was going on. Called a stop to it.

v. 14-19  he led by example.  As governor, he took no land for himself.  Are we willing to rise above our personal rights?  

Moral authority is the credibility you earn by walking your talk.  Moral and ethical compromises of any kind lead to the loss of moral authority.  

A third barrier

Distractions
Chapter 6

Opportunities-  good opportunities-  they are always the enemy of the best.

v. 3  I am doing a great work… How do you view your life, your vocation?  Is it where God wants you?  Do you see the opportunities through His eyes?  Do you see the strategicness of it?  How committed are you?  What is your price?

Criticisms  v. 5-7    Accusations-

His response v. 8-9

The solution-  see the vision through to completion.

Fear- v. 10   for our lives.

Sanballet and Tobiah had planted a mole. Deception

v. 11-13  How Nehemiah dealt with it.

Fear can get us to do some of  most irrational things.  To violate our conscience, to step across the line.  But not Nehemiah.  He was not a priest, and the temple was not his domain.  To violate the temple would have discredited him among the Jews. 

6: 15-16  The wall was completed in 52 days.  Notice the response of the enemies.  

Summary

1. He is waiting for us to set us free from discouragement

“Come you that are weary and heavy laden…

2.  Through His indwelling Spirit, he wants to make us men of moral character, who have credibility, and influence, as walk in surrender to Him, giving up our rights

3.  He wants to make us men who live by priorities.  Who know who we have become in Christ, and who fear no one but God.  

What is our response?  
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”Determination- The Will to Go On”


Nehemiah 4, 5, 6

















“Intensified opposition against the will of God calls for an intensified response.”














“Moral authority is the credibility you earn by walking your talk.”














“Example is not the main thing in influencing others, it is the only thing.”


Albert Schweitzer

















I am doing a great work and I cannot come down.


Nehemiah

















Overview


























Taking a Stand Against Abuse and Misuse of Power - Chapter 5





























Overcoming Opposition


Chapter 4


	


	Causes of Discouragement








	Pray


	


	Remember





	Revise





























Dealing with Distractions


Chapter 6





	Other Opportunities
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	Fear





























