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HEARING GOD'S VOICE
PURPOSE:
To discuss how God speaks to us today and why it is important for us to hear God's voice

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:  


1.
To understand what it means to hear God's voice today


2.
To know why it is important for you to hear God's voice


3.
To understand how God's Spirit illuminates God's Word and makes the Bible come alive in your life

AN IMPORTANT PART OF ANY RELATIONSHIP IS COMMUNICATION.  SINCE GOD DESIRES A PERSONAL AND INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH EACH OF US AS HIS CHILDREN, THEN HE WILL CREATE A WAY FOR US TO COMMUNICATE WITH HIM, TO HEAR HIM SPEAK WITH US AND TO ALLOW US TO SPEAK WITH HIM.


I.
How Has God Spoken?



TURN IN YOUR BIBLE TO HEBREWS 1:1-2.  THE WRITER OF HEBREWS SAYS, "IN THE PAST GOD SPOKE TO OUR FOREFATHERS THROUGH THE PROPHETS AT MANY TIMES AND IN VARIOUS WAYS, BUT IN THESE LAST DAYS HE HAS SPOKEN TO US BY HIS SON WHOM HE APPOINTED HEIR OF ALL THINGS...."  LET'S CONSIDER HOW GOD SPOKE TO OUR FOREFATHERS.



A.
How did God speak in the Garden of Eden?




AS YOU READ THE ACCOUNT OF GOD'S RELATIONSHIP WITH ADAM AND EVE IN GENESIS, YOU SEE THAT GOD SPOKE DIRECTLY, PERSONALLY AND AUDIBLY TO ADAM AND EVE.  WHEN THEY SINNED, THEY WERE SEPARATED FROM GOD AND COMMUNICATION WAS BROKEN.  



B.
How did God speak in the Old Testament?




1.
God spoke through creation.





(PSALM 19:1-4, ROMANS 1:20)




2.
God spoke to the prophets and through the prophets.





IN EXODUS 33:11, IT SAYS THAT GOD SPOKE TO MOSES FACE TO FACE AS A MAN SPEAKS WITH A FRIEND.  AT TIMES GOD SPOKE TO 





THE PROPHETS THROUGH DREAMS OR VISIONS.  THE PROPHETS WOULD OFTEN USE PHRASES LIKE "THE WORD OF THE LORD," OR "THIS IS WHAT THE LORD SAYS."




3.
God spoke through symbols and through pictures of what would come.





FOR EXAMPLE, THROUGH THE SACRIFICE OF ANIMALS, THROUGH THE ARK OF THE COVENANT, THROUGH PICTURES OF THE HOLY OF HOLIES AND THE MERCY SEAT IN THE TEMPLE. [SEE HEBREWS 9:23-24.]




4.
God spoke by writing on walls, He wrestled with Jacob, He wrote on tablets of stone, He even spoke to Balaam through a donkey.



C.
How did God speak in the New Testament?




1.
God spoke through Jesus.





JOHN DESCRIBES JESUS AS THE WORD MADE FLESH.  GOD SPOKE TO MAN BY BECOMING A MAN AND LIVING AMONG MEN.  THE GOSPELS ARE THE WRITTEN ACCOUNT OF HIS LIFE, HIS DEATH, AND HIS RESURRECTION.




2.
After the ascension of Jesus, God spoke to and through the apostles whom Jesus had chosen.





GOD CONFIRMED THEIR TESTIMONY THROUGH SIGNS, MIRACLES, GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND THROUGH THE LIFE THEY LIVED AND THE DEATH THEY DIED.  [READ HEBREWS 2:3-4 AND II PETER 3:15-16 IN WHICH PETER PUTS THE WRITINGS OF PAUL ON THE SAME STATURE AS THE REST OF THE SCRIPTURES.]




3.
He spoke through His Holy Spirit. 


II.
How Does God Speak to Us Today?



A.
God speaks to us through His Word.




GOD COULD SPEAK TO US AS HE DID IN THE PAST, BUT THE PRIMARY WAY GOD HAS CHOSEN TO SPEAK TO US TODAY IS THROUGH THE BIBLE, THE WORD OF GOD.  IT IS THE WRITTEN RECORD OF WHAT GOD HAS SAID.  IT IS A COMPLETE RECORD OF ALL WE NEED GOD TO SAY TO US IN ORDER TO LIVE IN THIS WORLD UNTIL CHRIST RETURNS OR UNTIL WE LEAVE THIS WORLD AND SEE HIM FACE TO FACE IN HEAVEN. 




[READ II PETER 1:3-4.]  WE PARTAKE OF, OR PARTICIPATE IN, THE DIVINE NATURE THROUGH THE GREAT AND PRECIOUS PROMISES AND THROUGH OUR KNOWLEDGE OF HIM.  THESE ARE FOUND IN GOD'S WORD.



B.
God speaks to us through His Spirit.




JESUS MADE IT CLEAR THAT AFTER HIS ASCENSION, HE AND THE FATHER WOULD SEND THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BRING US SPIRITUAL LIFE, TO INDWELL US IN OUR INNER PERSON, TO QUICKEN OUR CONSCIENCE, TO FILL US AND TO LEAD US INTO ALL TRUTH.  [READ JOHN 16:5-15.]  (WE GROW IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT JUST AS WE DO WITH THE FATHER AND THE SON.)  AS WE MATURE IN CHRIST, WE BECOME MORE FAMILIAR WITH THE SPIRIT'S VOICE.  


III.
Why Is It Important to Hear God's Voice?



A.
We quickly lose perspective.




I DON'T KNOW ABOUT YOU, BUT I CAN QUICKLY BECOME CONFUSED IN LIFE OR LOSE PERSPECTIVE ON LIFE.   I'VE EVEN BEEN LOST WITHOUT ANY SENSE OF DIRECTION.  I AM LIKE A SHEEP THAT EASILY GETS LOST.  THAT IS WHEN I NEED TO OPEN GOD'S WORD AND THROUGH HIS SPIRIT HEAR HIS VOICE SAYING TO ME, "DO THIS," "GO IN THIS DIRECTION," OR "YOU ARE DOING THE RIGHT THING, KEEP ON GOING." 



B.
We have numerous demands and responsibilities placed upon us.




WE ARE PRESSED TO DO MANY THINGS, USUALLY AT THE SAME TIME.  WE NEED TO HEAR GOD'S VOICE TO KEEP HIS PRIORITIES FOR OUR LIVES STRAIGHT.  THERE WILL BE TIMES THAT WE WILL HAVE TO SAY NO TO PRESSING NEEDS OR WHAT APPEAR TO BE OPPORTUNITIES IN ORDER TO ACCOMPLISH THOSE THINGS THAT GOD SAYS ARE MOST IMPORTANT FOR US TO DO AT THIS TIME.  IN THE MIDST OF PRESSING MINISTRY NEEDS, JESUS WOULD SLIP AWAY TO A LONELY PLACE TO HEAR FROM THE FATHER.  IF HE NEEDED TO SPEND TIME ALONE WITH THE FATHER, HOW MUCH MORE SHOULD WE?



C.
We need to hear God's voice today.




[READ HEBREWS 3:7-8.]  THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS PRESENT TENSE.  TODAY IS NOW.  TODAY WE MUST HEAR GOD'S VOICE AND NOT HARDEN OUR HEARTS OR REBEL AGAINST GOD.  WE CANNOT LIVE OFF OF WHAT GOD SAID YESTERDAY, OR LAST WEEK, OR LAST MONTH.  JUST AS MANNA FELL FROM HEAVEN EVERY DAY WHILE THE NATION OF ISRAEL WAS IN THE WILDERNESS, WE NEED TO PARTAKE OF THE BREAD OF HEAVEN, THE LORD JESUS AS REVEALED IN THE WORD OF GOD, EVERY DAY.


IV.
God's Spirit Illuminates God's Word:



A.
To teach us spiritual truths




[READ I CORINTHIANS 2:9-16.]  HOW DO WE HAVE THE MIND OF CHRIST?  IN THIS PASSAGE WE SEE THAT THE SPIRITUAL MAN HAS THE SPIRIT OF GOD TO REVEAL TO HIM THE VERY THOUGHTS OF GOD, TO TEACH HIM SPIRITUAL TRUTHS AND TO LEAD HIM TO MAKE DECISIONS CONCERNING HIS VALUES.  



B.
To make God's Word alive in our lives




[READ HEBREWS 4:12.]  GOD'S WORD IS LIVING AND ACTIVE.  IT IS LIKE A DOUBLE-EDGED SWORD IN THE HAND OF THE SPIRIT--ONE EDGE TO CONVICT US OF OUR SIN AND THE OTHER EDGE TO ASSURE US OF OUR FORGIVENESS AND HOPE THAT ARE IN CHRIST.




HOW HAVE YOU SENSED GOD'S WORD COME ALIVE IN YOUR OWN LIFE?  HAVE THERE BEEN TIMES WHEN YOU HAVE READ A PASSAGE FROM THE BIBLE AND IT DID NOT MAKE A STRONG IMPRESSION ON YOU?  YET A MONTH LATER YOUR SITUATION CHANGED, AND AS YOU READ THE SAME PASSAGE, IT SEEMED AS IF A VERSE OR EVEN PART OF A VERSE JUMPED OFF THE PAGE AND SPOKE DIRECTLY TO THE NEED YOU HAD AT THE MOMENT?  THIS HAS HAPPENED IN MY LIFE.  FROM A PASSAGE THERE IS ONE CORRECT INTERPRETATION, A FEW PRINCIPLES BUT MANY APPLICATIONS.




[PERHAPS YOU CAN GIVE A SPECIFIC ILLUSTRATION FROM YOUR OWN LIFE AS TO HOW GOD'S WORD CAME ALIVE TO YOU AND HOW IT CHANGED YOUR LIFE IN SOME WAY.]


V.
What Is God Saying to You?



A.
God speaks to us personally in our inner person.




GOD'S INTENTION IS TO RESTORE US TO A RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM IN WHICH HE SPEAKS TO US PERSONALLY AND DIRECTLY, THOUGH NOT AUDIBLY.  WE MAY DESCRIBE THIS AS AN IMPRESSION OF THE SPIRIT, A VISION THAT GOD REVEALS TO US, A CONVICTION, OR A WORD OF COMFORT.  (AS YOU SPEND TIME IN GOD'S WORD AND STORE IN YOUR HEART HIS WORD, THEN IN TIMELY WAYS THE SPIRIT BRINGS GOD'S WORD TO YOUR MIND AND SPEAKS TO YOU IN YOUR HEART.)




[READ JOHN 10:1-6 AND JOHN 10:14-16.]  JESUS SAYS HE IS THE GOOD SHEPHERD. THE SHEEP LISTEN TO HIS VOICE.  HE CALLS THE SHEEP BY NAME AND LEADS THEM.  BECAUSE THEY KNOW HIS VOICE, HIS SHEEP FOLLOW HIM AND LISTEN TO HIS VOICE.  GOD IS SPEAKING; THE QUESTION IS, "ARE WE LISTENING?"



B.
How do you know it is God's voice you hear?




A WORD OF CAUTION IS IN ORDER.  WE SHOULD NOT DEPEND TOO HEAVILY ON IMPRESSIONS, WHICH MAY BE SIMILAR TO FEELINGS.  THE SPIRIT'S WORK IS ALWAYS IN LINE WITH GOD'S WORD.  IF WE ARE DWELLING RICHLY IN GOD'S WORD, IF WE ARE SURE WE ARE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT, THEN WE HAVE PUT OURSELVES IN THE PERFECT PLACE TO HEAR GOD'S VOICE.




THERE MAY BE MANY VOICES THAT I HEAR IN MY INNER PERSON.  I MAY HEAR THE VOICE OF A PARENT, OF MY SPOUSE, OF MY DIRECTOR, OF A TEAM MEMBER, OF A STUDENT.  I MAY HEAR THE VOICE OF MY OWN SELF-CENTERED NATURE, THE VOICE OF TEMPTATION, THE VOICE OF THE WORLD, OR THE VOICE OF THE EVIL ONE.  WE LEARN THROUGH WALKING WITH THE LORD OVER TIME HOW TO DISTINGUISH THE VOICE OF THE LORD FROM ALL THE OTHER VOICES.



C.
Application:  What is God saying to you?




[HAVE EVERYONE TURN TO THEIR NOTES ON THE PASSAGE THEY HAVE BEEN STUDYING.]




THE LAST SECTION OF THE BIBLE STUDY METHOD THAT WE HAVE BEEN PRESENTING IS FOR WRITING POINTS OF PERSONAL APPLICATION.  AFTER SPENDING TIME MEDITATING ON THE PASSAGE AND WRITING WHAT YOU SEE, GO BACK AND READ THROUGH YOUR NOTES.  AS YOU DO, PRAY AND ASK GOD IF HE HAS ANYTHING HE WANTS TO SAY TO YOU PERSONALLY FROM THIS PASSAGE.  WE NEED TO SIT STILL, BE QUIET AND PATIENTLY LISTEN FOR GOD'S VOICE.  WRITE DOWN WHAT YOU HEAR.




THIS IS DIFFERENT THAN AN APPLICATION POINT THAT MIGHT APPLY TO ANYONE OR SOMEONE ELSE.  THIS IS AN APPLICATION POINT FOR YOU -- AN ATTITUDE YOU NEED TO CHANGE, A SIN THAT YOU NEED TO CONFESS, A PROMISE THAT GOD IS GIVING TO YOU, SOME ASSURANCE OF HIS LEADING IN YOUR LIFE, ETC.


VI.
Workshop



SPEND THE NEXT 45 MINUTES WITH THE LORD, LISTENING TO WHAT HE IS SAYING TO YOU FROM THE PASSAGE YOU HAVE BEEN STUDYING.  WRITE DOWN WHAT GOD HAS SAID IN THE APPLICATION SECTION OF THE SHEET.






