THE CHRISTIAN ADVENTURE

WITH JESUS CHRIST

With all due respect to the leaders of various religions, it should be noted that Jesus is the only one who ever claimed to be God.  Mohammed claimed to be a prophet of God.  His body, like that of any mortal being, remains in the grave.  So do the bodies of Buddha, Confucius, Zoroaster and the founders and leaders of other religions.

Jesus of Nazareth is unique in many ways.  Minute details of His life were foretold by Old Testament prophets hundreds of years before His birth.  In life and in example He remains without peer.  Crucified because He claimed to be God, His resurrection confirms His claims.  History supports the fact of His resurrection.

He is recognized as the greatest figure of history by everyone who knows the facts, and He is alive!

What does all this mean to you today?  The practical benefits of the resurrection of Jesus Christ are obvious.  He has taken up residence in your life, wants you to yield complete control to Him and to invite Him to be the Lord of every area of your life.

The Bible tells us in Colossians 1:15,16 that "He (Christ) is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.  For in Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities - all things have been created through Him and for Him." This creative act included man.

Since we were created by Jesus Christ, God the Son, He alone holds the answer to the basic questions of life: Where did I come from?  Why am I here?  Where am I going?

With the One who created you in control of your life, you will receive a new quality of life, His resurrection life.  In exchange for your life of defeat and frustration, Christ will give you his life of victory, purpose and power.  You will no longer be a creature of chance.  You will be a child of God.

These steps toward Christian maturity are designed to help you mature and become established in your relationship with Christ.  Each step reveals a different facet of Christian life and truth and contains lessons for daily study.  These lessons incorporate the following:

BIBLE READING: In each lesson you will read an important Scripture passage on the topic to be studied.  In so doing you will become acquainted with many important Bible passages.  As you read, select your favorite verse and add it to the verses already listed to be memorized.

BIBLE STUDY: Casual Bible reading uncovers valuable spiritual facts that lie near the surface.  But to understand the deeper truths requires study.  Often the difference between reading and study is a pen.  Each lesson contains a study of important topics with opportunity for you to record your answers to the questions.  We recommend that you spend a minimum of 30 minutes each day, preferably in the morning, in Bible study, meditation and prayer.

BIBLE MEMORY: Memorizing key verses of Scripture is one of the most effective ways to assimilate the Word of God as an aid to Christian growth. The most effective plan is to memorize a verse in the evening and then review it during the next day.

Lesson One

THE CHRISTIAN'S CERTAINTY

OBJECTIVE: 
To give assurance to the new Christian of eternal life and Christ’s presence in his life.

TO MEMORIZE: 
I John 5:13

TO READ: 

John 3:1-20 and I John 5:9-15

Believers of Old Testament times looked forward to the coming of their Messiah.  New Testament believers look back to the cross and the resurrection.  Both of these events are culminated in the unique life of Christ, which is the basis for Christian confidence.  Jesus’ death on the cross and His bodily resurrection from the dead prove that He was God's promised Messiah of the Old Testament, the Savior of the world.

To believe in Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world is to believe in a living person.  People often ask, "What is the meaning of belief?" The Amplified New Testament expresses the full meaning of the term "belief" as "adhere to, trust in and rely on." The Gospel of John has been called the "Gospel of Belief." The word "believe" occurs many times in the book of John.  Chapter 20, verse 31 expresses the purpose of that book: "But these have been written, that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name."

A.
CHRISTIAN CERTAINTY

1.
To become a Christian, what must one do (John 1:12)?_________________________________

2.
To be a son of God is to be born of whom (John 1:13)? ________________________________

3.
To believe in Jesus Christ is to possess________________and to be free from ______________  
(John 5:24).

4.
What did Christ do with our sins (I Peter 2:24,25)?


____________________________________________________________________________


How should this affect your life?


____________________________________________________________________________

5.
What three things characterize Jesus' sheep (John 10:27)? 


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

6.
What is your relationship with Christ as He Himself states in John 10:28-30? 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

7.
What are the implications of failing to believe the testimony that God has given regarding His 
Son (1 John 5:10,11)?


____________________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________________

B. 
NEW LIFE
1.
In John 3:3,7, what did Jesus tell Nicodemus he must experience in order to see and to enter the 
kingdom of God?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
At physical birth one receives many things of which he is not aware, e.g., family name, privileges, wealth, love, care and protection.  At spiritual birth one becomes a son of God, receives eternal life, a divine inheritance and God's love, care and protection.  God has given us these definite things because of His great love.  God's gifts are never based on man's changing emotions, but on His unchanging Word.


In your own words describe what you have according to these verses:


a.
Ephesians 1:7


____________________________________________________________________________


b.
Romans 5:1


____________________________________________________________________________


c.
Romans 3:22


____________________________________________________________________________


d.
Colossians 1:27b


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
As you begin to live the Christian life, what three evidences in your life will assure You that you 
know Jesus Christ?


a.
(I John 2:3) _______________________________________________________________


b.
(I John 3:14) ______________________________________________________________


c.
(Romans 8:16) ____________________________________________________________

PERSONAL APPLICATION
On the basis of Lesson One:

1.
Who is Jesus Christ to you? _____________________________________________________

2.
What is your relationship to God? ________________________________________________ 

3.
What kind of life do you now possess? ____________________________________________

4.
Are your sins forgiven? _________________________________________________________

5.
Why are you  (sure or doubtful) of your salvation?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

6.
1 believe that, because of Christ, I have seen changes in my life along these lines: 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

Lesson Two

THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST

OBJECTIVE: 
To confirm through biblical evidence that Christ is deity - God in human form.

TO MEMORIZE: 
John 1:18

TO READ: 

Philippians 2:5-11

The Bible explains that God Himself became a man to give mankind a concrete, definite and tangible idea of what kind of person God is.  "Christ is the image of the invisible God" (Colossians 1:15). (See also John 1:18.)  Jesus was God incarnate - God in human form.  Perhaps the most succinct statement about the deity and humanity of Christ was made by Byron, the poet, when he said, "If ever a man were God or God were man, Jesus was both. "

"At the beginning God expressed Himself.  That personal expression, that word, was with God, and was God, and he existed with God from the beginning.  All creation took place through him, and none took place without him.  In him appeared life and this life was the light of mankind.  The light still shines in the darkness and the darkness has never put it out.  A man called John was sent by God as a witness to the light, so that any man who heard his testimony might believe in the light.  This man was not himself the light: he was sent simply as a personal witness to that light.  That was the true light which shines upon every man as he comes into the world.  He came into the world - the world he had created - and the world failed to recognize him.  He came into his own creation, and his own people would not accept him.  Yet wherever men did accept him he gave them the power to become sons of God.  These were the men who truly believed in him, and their birth depended not on the course of nature nor on any impulse or plan of man, but on God.  So the word of God became a human being and lived among us.  We saw his splendor (the splendor as of a father's only son), full of grace and truth" (John 1:1-15, Phillips).

"For God has allowed us to know the secret of His plan, and it is this: He purposes in His sovereign will that all human history shall be consummated in Christ, that everything that exists in heaven or earth shall find its perfection and fulfillment in Him.  And here is the staggering thing that in all which will one day belong to Him, we have been promised a share" (Ephesians 1:9-11, Phillips).

A.
THE CLAIMS OF CHRIST
1.
What did Jesus claim for Himself in the following verses?


a.
Mark 14:61,62


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


b.
John 6:38; 8:42,58


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What did Jesus claim to do in the following verses?


a. 
John 5:22


____________________________________________________________________________


b.
Matthew 9:6


____________________________________________________________________________


c. 
John 6:47


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What did Jesus predict in the following verses?


a. 
Mark 9:31


____________________________________________________________________________


b.
Luke 18:31-33


____________________________________________________________________________


c.
John 14:1-3


____________________________________________________________________________

B.
CONTEMPORARY OPINIONS ABOUT CHRIST
1.
His enemies


a.
Pilate (Matthew 27:24)


____________________________________________________________________________


b.
Judas (Matthew 27:4)


____________________________________________________________________________


c.
The Roman soldier (Matthew 27:54)


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
His friends


a.
John the Baptist (John 1:29)


____________________________________________________________________________


b.
Peter (I Peter 2:22)


____________________________________________________________________________


c.
Paul (2 Corinthians 5:21)


____________________________________________________________________________


d.
Disciples (Matthew 8:27)


____________________________________________________________________________

C.
THE DEITY OF CHRIST
1.
In John 5:17,18, whom did Jesus Christ claim to be?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.    Paul described Jesus as __________________________ (Titus 2:13).

3.
In the following verses what characteristics of Jesus are attributes of an omnipotent God?


a. 
John 2:24


____________________________________________________________________________


b.
Matthew 8:26,27


____________________________________________________________________________


c.
John 11:43-45


____________________________________________________________________________

4.
What was the most significant sign of Christ's deity (I Corinthians 15:3-8)?


____________________________________________________________________________

D.
THE COMPASSION OF CHRIST

1.
How does Jesus' attitude contrast with the attitude of His contemporaries toward:


a.
Adults (Matthew 14:15-21)


____________________________________________________________________________


b.
Children (Mark 10:13-16)


____________________________________________________________________________


c.
Those who offend (Luke 9:51-56) 


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Why did the following people love Christ?


a.
The widow of Nain (Luke 7:11-15)


____________________________________________________________________________


b.
The sinful woman (Luke 7:47) 


____________________________________________________________________________


c.
Mary and Martha (John 11:33-44)


____________________________________________________________________________


d. The disciples (John 14:1-3,27; 16:24)


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Why do you love Him?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

E.
THE DEATH OF CHRIST
1.
Describe the purpose of Christ's death as it is related in I Peter 2:24. 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
How did Christ's death affect your relationship with God (Colossians 1:21.22, Romans 5:10,11)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Describe the effect of Christ's death with respect to God's holiness (Romans 3:25; 1 John 2:2; 
4:10)


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

F.
THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST
1.
What event did Jesus Christ predict in John 2:19-22?  Summarize the details.


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Three days after Christ's death, of what were the disciples reminded (Luke 24:6)?  


(Read Luke 24:1-9.)


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
According to the apostle Paul, where was it recorded that Christ would rise from the dead on the 
third day (I Corinthians 15:4)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

4.
For a period of six weeks after His resurrection, Jesus Christ walked and talked with many 
individuals and groups.  As recorded in I Corinthians 15:5-8, who saw Him?  List them here.


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

5.
If Christ were not resurrected, how would it affect your life? (I Corinthians 15:12-26)?


____________________________________________________________________________

G.
THE VISIBLE RETURN OF CHRIST
After spending approximately six weeks giving His disciples final instructions, Christ ascended into heaven (Acts 1:1-9).

1.
Describe the way in which Christ will return to earth (Matthew 24:30, Acts 1:11)


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
How does this compare with the first time Christ came to the earth?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What will happen to the Christian when Christ comes for him (I Corinthians 15: 51,52; 
Philippians 3:20,21)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

4.
According to Matthew 24:6-8, what will be the condition of the earth when Christ returns?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

5.
What did Jesus say will happen to you if you are not a Christian when he returns? 


(2 Thessalonians 1:7-9)


____________________________________________________________________________

6.
How does this motivate your present life, as you wait expectantly for His visible return?


(I John 
3:2,3)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

PERSONAL APPLICATION
1.
Contrast your relationship to Christ with your relationship to any of the world's greatest men


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Men often use the name of Jesus as profanity.  How does God's use of the name of Jesus contrast 
to man's use (Philippians 2:9-11)? 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Write a brief statement answering, “In what way does this study of the deity of Christ make me 
appreciate my relationship with Him more deeply?”


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

Lesson Three

THE CHRIST-CONTROLLED LIFE

OBJECTIVE: 
To show how the indwelling of Christ, not our own efforts, is the key to the Christian life.

TO MEMORIZE: 
Philippians 4:13

TO READ: 

I Corinthians 2:11-3:5; Galatians 5:16-24

There are many misconceptions concerning the Christian life.  Some feel that once they have admitted Jesus Christ into their lives by faith, it is up to them to try their best to live a life that is pleasing to God.  Others feel that Christ has entered their lives to help them live and work for God's glory.  Perhaps these two ideas of Christian living look good on the surface, but there is a basic weakness in each concept that actually undermines the basis of vital Christian living.  In light of Romans 7:18, Galatians 2:20 and Romans 1:17, what do you think the basic approach should be, rather than trying or seeking help? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

It has been said, "The Christian life is not hard; it is impossible." Only one person has ever lived the Christian life, and that was Jesus Christ.  He desires to go on today living His life through Christians whom He indwells.  J. B. Phillips, in the preface (p. xiv) to his translation of part of the New Testament, Letters to Young Churches, said:

"The great difference between present-day Christianity and that of which we read in these letters is that to us it is primarily a performance; to them it was a real experience.  We are apt to reduce the Christian religion to a code, or at best a rule of heart and life.  To these men it is quite plainly the invasion of their lives by a new quality of life altogether.  They do not hesitate to describe this as Christ 'living in' them."

Prior to his death, Christ told His disciples that it was best for Him to leave them in order that the Spirit of God might come to dwell in each of them (John 14:16-20; 16:7).  In other words, Christ was physically departing from his disciples in order that He might always be present spiritually within each of them.  Today when a person places his faith in Christ, Christ comes to dwell within him by means of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9).  His purpose for dwelling in us is that He might live His life through us.  Many

Christians are trying to operate on their own finite power when there is an infinite power available.

One may ask, "How can I experience the victorious life of Christ?" In this lesson we will examine the three types of persons in the world today the non-Christian (natural man), the spiritual Christian and the carnal Christian.

A.
THE NON-CHRISTIAN OR NATURAL MAN
This first circle represents the life of the person who has never received Christ as Lord and Savior.  Christ stands outside the door of the life, seeking entrance (Revelation 3:20).

SELF-CONTROLLED LIFE

S - self is on the throne

( - Christ outside the life 

( - Interests controlled by self, often resulting in discord and frustration

1.
What adjective best describes the man who does not understand the things of the Spirit of God?  


(I Corinthians 2:14)


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What terms describe “self” in the following verses?


a.
Romans 6:6 _______________________________________________________________


b. 
Galatians 5:16,17 ___________________________________________________________

3.
List three characteristics of the man without Christ, as described in Ephesians 2:1-3.


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

4.
What is the condition of the heart of the natural man (Jeremiah 17:9)? 
____________________________________________________________________________

5.
List the 13 sins that Jesus said come from the heart of man (Mark 7:20-23) 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

6.
Summarize the relationship between God and the non-Christian (John 3:36) 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

7.
How, then, does one become a Christian (John 1:12; Revelation 3:20; 1 John 5:11,12)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

THE SPIRITUAL OR CHRIST-CONTROLLED CHRISTIAN
This second circle represents the life of the person who has invited Jesus Christ to come into his life and who is allowing Him to control and empower his life.  Christ is occupying His rightful place on the throne of the life.  Self has been dethroned.
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1.
List the characteristics of a life controlled by the Spirit of God (Galatians 5:22,23) 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
In what sense could the Spirit-controlled life be called the "exchanged life" (Galatians 2:20)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Where does the Christian receive the power to live this otherwise impossible life (Philippians 4:13)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

4.
What does the spiritual Christian have that will enable him to understand the things of God?      (I Corinthians 2:14-16)


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

C.
THE CARNAL CHRISTIAN
In I Corinthians 3:1-3, the apostle Paul addresses the Christians as "carnal" (self-centered), rather than "spiritual" (Christ-centered).  The following diagram represents a life in which self has asserted itself.  It has usurped the throne of the life, and Christ has stepped down, resulting in the loss of fellowship, though the individual is still a Christian:
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1.
Describe the carnal man as presented in I Corinthians 3:1-3 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Name five or six practices that result from carnality (Galatians 5:18-21) 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Summarize in your own words the relationship between the carnal mind and God, as described in 
Romans 8:7.
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

D.
SOLUTION TO CARNALITY
The solution to the self-controlled life is threefold:

1.
We must confess our sins - recognize that we have been rulers of our own lives.


a.
If we confess our sins, what will God do according to I John 1:9? 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


b.
Read Proverbs 28:13.  What is the result of not admitting sin?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


c.
What is the result of admitting sin?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
We must surrender or yield the throne again to Christ.  How does Paul describe the act of presenting ourselves to God (Romans 12:1,2)? 


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
By faith we must recognize that Christ assumed control of our lives upon our invitation.

a.
If you asked Jesus Christ to assume His rightful place on the throne of your life, would He do so?


How could you be sure (I John 5:14,15)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

b.
We receive the Lord Jesus Christ by faith.  How then do we allow Him to control our lives moment by moment (Colossians 2:6)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

c.
Why is faith so important (Hebrews 11:6; Romans 14:23; Romans 1:1 7)? 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

PERSONAL APPLICATION
The secret of the abundant life is to allow Jesus Christ to control one's life moment by moment.  When one realizes he has sinned, he should confess his sin immediately, thank God for forgiving him and continue to walk in fellowship with God.

1.
List areas of your life that you feel should be brought under the control of Jesus Christ: 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
To make I John 1:9 meaningful in your life:


a.
Make a list of your sins and failures on a separate sheet of paper.


b.
Claim I John 1:9 for your own life by writing the words of the verse over the list.


c.
Thank God for His forgiveness and cleansing, and then destroy the list.

Lesson Four

PRINCIPLES OF GROWTH

OBJECTIVE: 
To understand the essentials of Christian growth and put them into practice.

TO MEMORIZE: 
2 Timothy 2:15

Deciding to receive Jesus Christ as one's personal Lord and Savior is the most important decision of life.  This act of faith starts a whole new life. just as physical life requires air, food, rest and exercise, so does spiritual life require certain things for growth and development.  This lesson deals with five principles of growth.  If these are followed, one can know that he will grow toward spiritual maturity in Christ.

A.
PRINCIPLE ONE: WE MUST READ THE BIBLE

Read James 1:18-27

One would not think of going without physical food for a week or for even a day.  Physical food is necessary for physical life.  Without food, one becomes weakened and eventually may become ill.  Lack of spiritual food produces the same results in our spiritual lives.

1.
What is the food of the young Christian (I Peter 2:2)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Jesus said, "Man shall not live by bread alone." How did He say that we should live and be 
nourished (Matthew 4:4)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
List the two characteristics of the workman of whom God approves, according to 2 Timothy 
2:15.


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

4.
What did Jesus say about those who read and believe God's Word (John 8:31)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

5.
When does the man who is spiritually mature meditate on the Word of God (Psalms 1:2,3)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

6.
In what specific way do you expect God’s Word to affect you?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

B.
PRINCIPLE TWO: WE MUST PRAY 


Read Matthew 26:31-75

Prayer is the inspiring experience of conversing with and praising God as our loving heavenly Father.  Few experiences can equal prayer in empowering Christians and lifting them above their problems.  Many times lack of character can be traced to prayerlessness.  When it is hardest to pray, one should pray hardest.  Study the above passage and answer the following questions:

1.
What was Jesus' command in Matthew 26:41? 


____________________________________________________________________________


Why did He command it?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Why did Peter fail to resist temptation?


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What was the most serious result of Peter's prayerlessness?


____________________________________________________________________________

4. 
Why did Christ experience inner power to face the severest test of his life?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

5.
How often are we to pray (I Thessalonians 5:17)?


____________________________________________________________________________

Prayer without ceasing involves conversing with our heavenly Father in a simple and free way throughout the day.  Our prayer life should be such that we come to know the Lord Jesus in a personal way.  Our prayer life becomes effective as our relationship with Christ becomes more intimate.  "And I will do - I Myself will grant - whatever you may ask in My name (presenting all I AM) so that the Father may be glorified and extolled in (through) the Son. (Yes) I will grant -will do for you - whatever you shall ask in My name (presenting all I AM)" John 14:13,14, Amplified New Testament.

C.
PRINCIPLE THREE: WE MUST FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS

Read I Corinthians 12:12-27

Fellowship is spending time and doing things with others who love Christ. Just as several logs burn brightly together, but the fire goes out of one placed alone on the cold hearth, so do Christians need to work together or the fire of enthusiasm will go out.  Fellowship is vital for Christian growth.  This is why church attendance is important.

1.
As God's children, what should we not neglect (Hebrews 10:23-25)?


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
According to the above verses, what should we do for one another?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
The new believers in Acts 2:42 continued steadfastly in what four things?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

4. 
If we spend 90% of our time with non-Christians and 10% with Christians, which group will 
have the greater influence on our lives?


____________________________________________________________________________

5.
Why is it important for a Christian to be part of a small group with other Christians who are 
sharing the Word of God? 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

D.
PRINCIPLE FOUR: WE MUST WITNESS FOR CHRIST

Read Acts 26:12-29

A witness is a person who tells what he has seen and heard.  He shares his own personal experience.  Anyone who has a vital personal relationship with Christ can be a witness for Him.  Witnessing is the overflow of the Christian life.  As our lives are filled with the presence of the Lord Jesus, we cannot help but share Him with those with whom we come in contact.  A vital Christian life is contagious.

1.
What is the greatest thing that has ever happened to you?


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What, then, is the greatest thing that you can do for another person?


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
In Romans 1:14-16, Paul tells us his own attitude concerning the matter of sharing the gospel with others.  Using his three "I am's" as the keys to the passage, describe his attitude in your own words.


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

4. 
Compare your own attitude concerning witnessing with that of Paul's.


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

5. 
What did Peter tell us we should always be ready to do (I Peter 3:15)? 
____________________________________________________________________________

6. What was Jesus' promise in Acts 1:8?


____________________________________________________________________________

7.
Write the names of at least three people with whom you, trusting in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
can share Christ.


____________________________________________________________________________

It is the privilege and responsibility of every Christian to reach "his world" with the mess-age of Christ. (if you would like to receive information regarding how to witness effectively for Christ, write to Bridges International, P. O. Box 1979, Lynnwood, WA 98046. Ask for specially prepared materials concerning witnessing for Christ.)

E.
PRINCIPLE FIVE: WE MUST OBEY GOD 


Read Romans 6:14-23

The key to rapid growth in the Christian life is instantaneous obedience to the will of God.  Knowing the principles of growth is of no value unless we actually apply them to our lives.  This is why obedience is a basic necessity to all Christian growth.  To be disobedient to the One who loves us and who alone knows what is really best for us would be sheer folly.  Remember that He is even more desirous than you are that you have an abundant life.

1.
What did Christ teach concerning the possibility of serving more than one master (Matthew 6:24)?


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
How much are you to love the Lord (Matthew 22:37)?


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
How can you prove that you love Him (John 14:21)?


____________________________________________________________________________

4.
What will be the result of keeping Christ's commandments (John 15:10)?


____________________________________________________________________________

5.
What is the standard of life set for those who say they are abiding in Christ (I John 2:6)?


____________________________________________________________________________

6.
Where do we get the power to obey God (Philippians 2:1 3) ?


____________________________________________________________________________

7.
In light of Christ's illustration in Luke 6:46-49, why would you say that obedience to Christ is imperative for your life?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

We may look at these five principles of growth in the following way: The first two relate to our vertical relationship with God.  Through the Bible, God communicates - reveals Himself - to us.  Through prayer we communicate with Him.  The next two principles relate to our horizontal relationship with men.  In fellowship, we Christians communicate with each other concerning our Savior and the bond that He gives us with one another.  In witnessing, we communicate with non-Christians concerning our Savior, what He has done for us, and what He desires to do for them.

Obedience is the catalyst for growth.  As you obey Christ in respect to these principles of growth, you will experience increasing joy, peace and fellowship with Him, and you will become increasingly mature in the Christian life.

“Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who ... (became) obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:5-8)

Chart

On this chart, list the five key principles of Christian growth, a key verse relating to each one, and at least one way you can apply each principle to your own life.

PRINCIPLE



KEY VERSE



HOW TO APPLY

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson Five

THE CHRISTIAN'S AUTHORITY

OBJECTIVE: 
To understand the role and the power of the Bible in our daily Christian lives.

TO MEMORIZE: 
I Thessalonians 2:13

TO READ: 

Psalm 119:97-104

Ultimately our views of the authority of the Bible and of the incarnation of Christ are related.  For instance, in John 10:34-36, Christ taught that the Old Testament was totally accurate.  In Matthew 4:4-7,10, He quoted it as being authoritative.  Furthermore, He taught his followers that He was speaking God's own words (John 3:34) and that His words would not pass away, but would eternally be authoritative (Matthew 24:35).  He even said that the Holy Spirit would bring to mind what He said so that the disciples would preach and write accurately, not depending only upon memory and human understanding (John 16:12-15).  Obviously, then, high views of the incarnation and of the inspiration of the Old and New Testaments are related.

A high view of inspiration should also be related to personal Bible study and meditation.  Even though you believe in the Bible as a unique, written message from God, you would defeat the purpose of God if you failed to apply biblical truths to your life.

A. 
BIBLICAL CLAIMS OF AUTHORITY
1.
What were the attitudes of the following prophets concerning their writings?


Isaiah 43:1-12


____________________________________________________________________________


Jeremiah 23:1-8


____________________________________________________________________________


Ezekiel 36:32-38


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What were the attitudes of the following authors toward other writers of Scripture?


Paul (Romans 3:2)


____________________________________________________________________________


Peter (II Peter 1: 19-21)


____________________________________________________________________________


The writer of Hebrews (1:1)


____________________________________________________________________________

B.
PURPOSE OF BIBLE STUDY
1.
Name some practical results of a thorough study of the Word of God (2 Timothy 3:15-17)


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
In Acts 20:32, Paul says that the Word of God is able to do what two things?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What is to be the effect of reading the Bible upon your own life (James 1:22-25)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

C.
PREPARATIONS FOR BIBLE STUDY
1.
Set aside a definite time.


a.
When did Moses meet with God (Exodus 34:2-4)?



________________________________________________________________________


b.
When did Christ meet with God (Mark 1:35)? 







________________________________________________________________________


c.
When is the best time for you?



________________________________________________________________________

2.
Find a definite place.


a.
Where did Christ pray (Mark 1:35)?



________________________________________________________________________


b.
What is the value of being alone?



________________________________________________________________________


c.
Where is your best place for study?



________________________________________________________________________

3.
Employ these tools:


a.
Modern translation of the Bible.


b.
Notebook and pen.


c.
Dictionary.

D.
PROCEDURE FOR BIBLE STUDY
Three major steps to methodical Bible study.

1.
Observation: "What does the passage say?"


a.
Read quickly for content.


b.
Read again carefully, underlining key words and phrases.

2.
Interpretation: "What does the passage mean?"


a.
Ask God to give you understanding of the passage.


b.
Consult a dictionary or modern translation for the precise meaning of words.


c.
Ask: Who?  What?  Where?  When?  Why?  How?

3.
Application: "What does the passage mean to me, and how can it be applied to my life?"


a.
Attitudes to be changed?


b.
Sins to confess and forsake?


c.
Actions to take or avoid?


d.
Examples to follow?


e.
Promises to claim?

Personal Application

1.
What has been your view of the Bible before this?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Study Luke 19:1-10 and apply the Bible study method you have just learned.


What does the passage say?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


What does it mean?

____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


How does this apply to you?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


Can you now use this method of Bible study for other Scripture passages? _________________

3.
What changes in your life do you expect as you proceed with more in-depth Bible study?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

Lesson Six

THE CHURCH

OBJECTIVE: 
To realize the importance of involvement in a local church.

TO MEMORIZE: 
Colossians 1:18

TO READ: 

Acts 2:41-47

In the Greek New Testament the word for church is ecclesia, which comes from two Greek words with the root meaning of "to call out." In usage, the meaning was "assembly," and was adopted in New Testament times to refer to the church in two ways.  One refers to the local assembly or congregation of Christians meeting together for worship, Bible study, teaching and service.  The other is the universal church composed of every believer in Jesus Christ.

A.
Composition of the church

1.
What did the early Christians do that we should do also?


a.
Acts 2:41,42



________________________________________________________________________


b.
Acts 4:31; 8:4



________________________________________________________________________


c.
Acts 5:41,42



________________________________________________________________________

2.
As God's children, what should we not neglect (Hebrews 10:25)? 
____________________________________________________________________________

3.
The entire church is compared to a ______________ of which Christ is the ___________ and the individual believers are the ____________________.  (Colossians 1:18; 1 Corinthians 12:27).

4.
Read I Thessalonians 1:1-10; then list some qualities God desires for members of any church.


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

B.
Ordinances of the church

1.
Why be baptized (Matthew 28:19)?


____________________________________________________________________________


Who is eligible for baptism?


____________________________________________________________________________


What was the significance of your baptism?


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What is the purpose of the communion service (I Corinthians 11:23-26)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


How do you prepare to observe the Lord’s supper?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

C. 
Purposes of the church

1.
What should be one of the basic purposes of a church (2 Timothy 4:2)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
List several of your own reasons for joining a church 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What should the church believe about Christ?


a.
His birth (Matthew 1:23)



________________________________________________________________________


b.
His deity (John 1:14)



________________________________________________________________________


c.
His death (I Peter 2:24)



________________________________________________________________________


d.
His resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:3,4)



________________________________________________________________________


e.
His second coming (I Thessalonians 4:16,17)



________________________________________________________________________

4.
Whom did God give, besides prophets and apostles, to strengthen the church members (Ephesians 4:11,12)?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

LIFE APPLICATION

1.
If you are not already in a local church, prayerfully list two or three you will visit in the next month, with the purpose of planning to join one.

2.
Suggestions for making your church worship more meaningful:

a.
Bow for silent prayer before the service begins.  Pray - for yourself, for the minister, for those taking part in the service and for those worshipping - that Christ will be very real to all, and that those who do not know Christ may come to know Him.

b.
Always take your Bible.  Underline portions that are made especially meaningful by the sermons.

c.
Meditate upon the words of the hymns.

d.
Take notes on the sermon and apply them to your life.

Lesson Seven

Review

Review verses memorized.

Reread John 3:1-20; 1 John 5:9-15; Romans 6:14-23

1
Assurance of salvation:


Suppose that you have just made the great discovery of knowing Jesus Christ personally and you know you have eternal life.  In your enthusiasm you tell your roommate that you have become a Christian and have eternal life.  He replies, "That is mere presumption on your part.  No one can know that he has eternal life." How would you answer him?  What verse would you use as your authority?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
How may a Christian be restored to fellowship after he has sinned?  What Scripture reference is your authority?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Name some of the qualities of a Christ-controlled life.


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

4.
List the five principles of growth. 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

5.
What are the major steps in methodical Bible study? 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

6.
List at least three ways that Scripture may be applied to your life. 
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

7.
Name some characteristics of a New Testament church


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

8.
Match the titles with the appropriate references:

The humiliation and exaltation of Christ 

The meaning of the resurrection for us

The value of the Word of God to us

The fruit of the Spirit

The spiritual and carnal Christians

Reading the Bible for growth 

A psalm relating to prayer

The early Church

Philippians 2:5-11

Acts 2:41-47

I Corinthians 2:11; 3:5

Psalms 63

Psalms 119:97-104

Galatians 5:16-24

James 1-.18-27

1 Corinthians 15:12-26

Life Application

Ask yourself these questions and write the answers.  

1.
In what specific ways is my life different now from what it was when I began this study about the Christian adventure?


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

2.
In what areas do I need to obey Scripture? 

____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________
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