STEP TEN

New Testament Highlights

WHY THE "NEW" TESTAMENT?

The name for the last 27 books of the Bible is taken from the words of Jesus uttered on the eve of His crucifixion: "This cup which is poured out for you is the new convenant [or testament] in My blood" (Luke 22:20).  This covenant, instituted at this time, was new in contrast with the Mosaic Law, or old covenant, which was instituted with the people of Israel at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19:5; 20:1-17; Jeremiah 31:31-34).  In the old covenant, God wrote His requirements for living a righteous life on tablets of stones.  But because of his sinful heart, man finds it impossible to keep the commands of the law by his unaided efforts.  Hence the law of the old covenant made the fact of man's sin obvious by showing him to be a transgressor of explicit commands that God had given (Galatians 3:19; Romans 7:7-25).  In thus revealing man's sin, the law readies men to receive Christ, for it shows them their inability to save themselves - they must look instead to that which God does for them.

God in His mercy "did not send the Son into the world to judge the world; but that the world should be saved through Him" (John 3:17).  Jesus kept the Mosaic Law perfectly.  Then when He shed His blood on the cross, He made it possible for the Holy Spirit to be poured out on men who believed so they might receive not only the forgiveness of sins, but also the ability to make progress in living the holy life whose standards are set forth in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-7).  In this new covenant the law is written on the heart of the believer (Jeremiah 31:33), which simply means that God graciously provides the ability to do what the law demands (Ezekiel 36:27).

Though this new covenant was officially instituted at the time of Christ's death and resurrection, it was on the basis of Christ's death (Romans 3:2 5) and through the Holy Spirit that God had been saving men in the ages before the cross.  Hence the new covenant had really been in effect all along.  However, since it was officially instituted at Christ's first advent and since the last 27 books of the Bible concern the events leading up to and following the death and resurrection of Christ, these books have been aptly titled, "The New Testament."

LESSON ONE

MATTHEW AND MARK

Objective: 
To see the relationship of Christ to the Old Testament, and to recognize different facets of 
Christ presented by Matthew and Mark.

Memorize: Matthew 28:18,19.

Read: 
Matthew 5-7.


Matthew was written to the Jews presenting Christ as King.  Mark was written to the Romans presenting Christ as Servant.  Luke was written to the Greeks presenting Him as Perfect Man, and John was written to the world presenting Christ as Son of God, the Savior.

A.
Matthew


In presenting his record of the life of Jesus, Matthew is careful to record the major sermons that Jesus preached.  The longest sermon on record is the "Sermon on the Mount" which is found in chapters 5 through 7.

1.
As you read and re-read this sermon, see if you can answer the following questions which bring out some of its more important points:


Give one reason that Jesus considers it important for His disciples to live according to the moral standards of the Old Testament law and prophets.


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


In one passage of Scripture Jesus summarized all the moral teachings of the Old Testament (Matthew 5:21-48).


List several of them:


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What promise does Jesus give that helps the Christian overcome his desire for man's praise as he does good deeds (Matthew 6:1-18)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What assurance does Jesus give that helps the Christian overcome his anxiety regarding his physical needs such as food and clothing (Matthew 6:25-34)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
This sermon on on the Mount is a revelation of the moral requirements of God.  In it we see what a holy God expects of man and we come to understand that by it the world is condemned to hell.  The sermon gives a standard, but no enablement.  The motive is fear, not love.  Its value to us is that it reveals our utter inability and need.  What is the only way that a human being can escape this judgment and approach the standards set forth here?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
Read the rest of Jesus' sermons recorded by Matthew in the chapters listed below and give in your own words a phrase that would summarize each.

Chapter 10
_______________________________________________________________________

Chapter 13
_______________________________________________________________________

Chapter 18
_______________________________________________________________________

Chapters 24, 25
___________________________________________________________________

B. 
Mark


One of the most striking ways in which the Gospel of Mark differs from Matthew is that it emphasizes more what Jesus did than what He said.

1. 
What were some of the things that Jesus did which caused the religious leaders of Jesus' day to be so angry with Him (Mark 2:1-3:5)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


2.  Note the four miracles Jesus performed in Mark 4:35-5:43. List the various forces which, according to these records, Jesus had complete control:


4:35-41:
_________________________________________________________________


5:1-20:

_________________________________________________________________


5:21-23, 35-43:
_________________________________________________________________


5:25-34:
_________________________________________________________________

3.
What is the one thing that hinders Jesus from exercising His power in the lives of men (Mark 6:1-6)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
Which instruction from Jesus' sermons in Matthew do you need to pay particular heed to?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
How will you apply that teaching to the appropriate area of your life?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
To what degree does unbelief hinder Christ from exercising His power in your life?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

4.
What other attitude of yours could be a hindrance to your Christian growth?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

LESSON TWO

LUKE AND JOHN

Objective:
To understand more deeply the ministry and person of Jesus Christ.

Memorize: 
John 7:37, 38.


The writers of the last two Gospels - Luke and John - record and arrange incidents from Christ's life according to the specific objectives they wish to achieve.

A. 
Luke

1.
Read Luke 1:1-4.


To whom was this Gospel originally written?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What evidence is there that the recipient of this Gospel had been given some prior instruction in Christianity?


______________________________________________________________________________


What was Luke's objective in writing to Theophilus?                     


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
One of the great emphases of Luke is that Jesus, though He is the Christ, must nevertheless suffer and die at the hands of sinful men (2,33-35; 9:22-31, 43, 44; 13:31-35; 18:31-34; 24:7, 25-27, 44-47).  Read Luke 20-24, the account of the last week leading up to Jesus' death and resurrection.


What are some qualities of Jesus' character that stand out prominently in these chapters?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What qualities of character in Jesus' enemies stand out prominently in these chapters?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


Why, then, did men seek to have Jesus crucified?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


How were the disciples - and thus Theophilus and all the readers of Luke - assured that Jesus' suffering and death occurred according to God's plan instead of accidently, simply because of men's evil hearts?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What difference does that make to you?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

B. 
John

1.
Why did John take the trouble to relate the various signs, or miracles, found in his Gospel (John 20:30, 31)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
Skim through this Gospel and see if you can list below the seven miracles of Jesus that are recorded in John.


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
What climactic event did most to confirm the disciples' and thus the reader's - faith in Jesus as the Christ? (John 20:19-20, 24-29)


______________________________________________________________________________

4.
Read John 13 and 14.



What attitude of heart must you demonstrate if other people are to realize that you are Christ's representative in the world (1 3:34, 35)?



______________________________________________________________________________


What is God's provision for enabling Christians to be true representatives of Christ in the world (14:16-18)?


______________________________________________________________________________


What conditions must you fulfill in order to experience fully this provision (14:15, 21, 23, 24)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
Luke presented Christ as the Son of Man.  What does that say to you?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
According to John 15:16, 27, what was to be the disciples' function after Jesus left the earth?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


How does that refer to you?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What promises can you claim from these verses?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

LESSON THREE

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Objective:
To view the dynamic establishment of the first century church.

Memorize: 
Acts 1:8.

The Book of Acts begins by referring to the material presented in the Gospels as "all that Jesus began to do and teach" (Acts 1:1).  Acts tells of the works that the resurrected and ascended Christ continued to do through the Holy Spirit, poured out on His disciples at Pentecost.  Acts 1:8 has often been considered as the key verse of this book.  Survey the book and answer these questions: 


What chapters tell of the witness of the disciples at Jerusalem?             


At Samaria?


To the uttermost parts of the earth?

A.
Peter

The following are some of the major messages that Peter gave as he witnessed for Christ: Acts 2:14-36; 3:11-26; 10:34-43; 13:16-41; 17:22-31

What was the most important point about the life of Christ that Peter was trying to get across?


_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

B.
Paul

Of all the apostles, Paul stands out most prominently in Acts and the New Testament.

1.
What kind of a man was Paul before he was converted (8:1-3; 9:1; 22:1-6; 26:4-12)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


When Jesus appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus, what did He tell him he was to do?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
The first missionary journey of Paul is recorded in Acts 13 and 14.  How did Paul and his friend Barnabas know they were to go forth to preach the gospel (13:1-4)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


To whom did Paul seek to minister first at Cypress (13:4-12), at Antioch of Pisidia(13:13-52) and at Iconium (1 4:1-7)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

To whom did Paul preach after this first group rejected the gospel?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


In preaching to the Jews, Paul was able to make a point of contact with them by referring to the Old Testament Scriptures.  What was the point of contact Paul used in speakingto the pagan Gentiles at Lystra (14:8-18)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What did Paul do to establish his converts in the faith (14:21-23)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


Romans 15:20 tells us one more thing about Paul's evangelism strategy.  What is it?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
Several of Paul's messages are recorded in Acts.  The two major ones are found in l 3: 16-41 and in 17:22-31. What was the most important truth he presented in each of these?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


NOTE:
The places mentioned in this and the other missionary journeys of Paul may be found on maps found in the back of many Bibles.

C.
The Holy Spirit

1.
What are some of the ways in which the Holy Spirit empowered the early church?


Acts 1:8


______________________________________________________________________________


4:31


______________________________________________________________________________


2:4-8; 10:46; 19:6


______________________________________________________________________________


7:54-60


______________________________________________________________________________


10:19-20; 13:2-4


______________________________________________________________________________


11:28; 21:10-13


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
How did the Holy Spirit work through Paul as he ministered at Cypress (13:4-12)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


At Iconium (13:52-14:3)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
What is the most important thing you now try to tell others about Christ?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


How does that compare with what Peter and Paul preached?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
What can you learn from Paul in your discipling of others?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
What are some of the ways in which the Holy Spirit is empowering you at present?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

LESSON FOUR

ROMANS, 1 AND 2 CORINTHIANS

AND GALATIANS

Objective:
To understand the essence of the Gospel.

Memorize: 
Romans 1:1 6. 

Read: 

Galatians.

Out of the 27 books of the New Testament, 21 are letters and 13 of these were definitely written by Paul.  They were written to meet the needs and circumstances of actual persons and communities.  Paul, the man God used to write so much of the New Testament, was a Roman citizen, a Jew of Tarsus, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, brought up at the feet of a great teacher, Gamaliel, but became a bond slave and missionary to Jesus Christ.  His Lord calls him "a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel" (Acts 9:15).  From the day of his conversion, Paul's very life was Christ (Philippians 1:21).

A.
Romans

This epistle was written from the city of Corinth shortly after Paul had finished his work in Ephesus.  Rome was the center of the civilized world, the great metropolis of a vast empire.  The city was already the home of many Christians.  The immediate reason for this letter was Paul's anticipated visit to Rome.  He is telling the Romans the good news concerning the way in which God, in His infinite love, has provided free and full salvation for sinners.  Paul's main insistence is that man's justification before God rests not on the Law of Moses, but on the mercy of Christ.

1.
Read Romans 1:1-3,16,17.


What is the main theme of Romans?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What is the gospel of Christ?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What does it reveal?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
Read Romans 3:9-18.  Man is sinful and lives a life separated from God.  Man is self-centered rather than God-centered.  God's Word describes how He looks at man in his sinful state.


List five characteristics of a sinful man:


verse 9
_______________________________________________________________________


verse 10_______________________________________________________________________


verse 11_______________________________________________________________________


verse 17_______________________________________________________________________


verse 18_______________________________________________________________________


According to Romans 2:11 and 3:9, 10, 23, who is included in this sinful condition?


______________________________________________________________________________


What righteousness does a man have that he can offer God (Romans 3:10)?


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
Read Romans 3:21-28; 5:1-5.


What is it that God declared unto you (verses 25, 26)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


Why has He declared this (two reasons)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


Therefore, how are you justified (1:17; 3:28; 5:1)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What are some results of justification (5:1-2)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

4.
Being justified by faith, what is your spiritual resource (5:5)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

5.
Being justified by faith, what is your reasonable service (12: 1) ?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

6.
List five ways in which this service will affect your daily walk (12:9; 13:7):


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

B.
1 Corinthians

This epistle was written three years after Paul left Corinth.  A delegation of the leaders of the Corinthian church was sent to Ephesus to consult Paul about some very serious problems that had arisen in the church.  There were thousands of Christians in Corinth and yet they had no one central meeting place.  Paul dealt with individual problems and endeavored to unite the groups into units that would cooperate in the general cause of Christ.

1.
Read 1 Corinthians 1:1 7-29.  Paul makes it clear that God is wiser than men and chooses the foolish things of the world to confound the mighty.


How has God ordained that men should hear and believe? (verse 21)


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


Whom has He chosen for this task?


______________________________________________________________________________


Why?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
Read 1 Corinthians 9:22-24.


Give in your own words definite proof that Paul had forsaken all that he had to follow Christ  (verse 22).


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


To what does he liken his task? (verse 24)


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


Why is this so appropriate?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
Read 1 Corinthians 1 3. In verses 4-8, insert your own name in the place of "love" or "charity." As you read it, does it paint a true picture of your life?  ____________________________________


Which verse does not fit you and what do you think God would have you do about it?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

C.
2 Corinthians

Soon after Paul had written 1Corinthians, he met Titus on his way to Corinth.  Titus brought word that Paul's letter had accomplished much good but that there were still some who were disloyal and that there were problems with legalizers.  Paul's condition was one of physical weakness, weariness and pain.  His spiritual burdens were great: first, the maintenance of the churches; second, his concern about the legalists; and third, his anguish over the distrust felt toward him by some of the members of the churches.

1.
Read 2 Corinthians 4:1-6.  Paul is careful in his handling of the Word of God.


What is the tragic result of handling the Word of God deceitfully (verse 3)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


Why did God shine into our hearts (verse 6)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
What is it that Paul fears and of which we all must be well aware (2 Corinthians 11:3)?


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
Paul prayed to be relieved of his "thorn in the flesh."


What was the Lord's answer to his prayer (2 Corinthians 12:9) ?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What was Paul's attitude toward the final outcome?


______________________________________________________________________________


What lesson can you learn from his experience (12:10)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

D.
Galatians

Some time after Paul had left Galatia, certain Jewish teachers began to insist that Gentiles could not be Christian without keeping the Law of Moses.  The objective of this epistle is the defense of the gospel of grace that Paul had received by the revelation of Jesus.

1.
Paul shows that the gospel was not of man, neither did he receive it of man nor was he taught it of man.  What was its true origin (Galatians 1;12)?                                            


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
According to Galatians 2:20, who indwells Paul? _______________________________________


What effect does this have on his daily life?                                 


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
Read Galatians 5:16-21. in this passage Paul lists the works of the flesh.  How can we as Christians avoid doing the works of the flesh?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Life Application                                                                       

1.
According to Galatians 5:22, 23, what will be the result in your life of this type of walk?  List the definite characteristics.


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


Which work of your flesh do you most need to surrender to the Holy Spirit's control today?


______________________________________________________________________________


Why not take time right now to do that?

LESSON FIVE

THE PRISON, THESSALONIAN

AND PASTORAL EPISTLES

Objective:
To examine the character of hte apostle Paul as presented in his epistles.

Memorize: 
Colossians 2:6, 7.

Read: 

Ephesians

Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon are called the "prison" epistles because they were written by Paul during his first imprisonment, mentioned in Acts 28.

A.
Prison Epistles

1.
Ephesians.

Through his own labors, Paul had founded the church at Ephesus (Acts 19), but since, in this letter, he includes as his readers those who had never known him, most scholars agree that Paul wrote this letter not just to Ephesus, but for all Gentile Christians wherever they might be.  The purpose of this letter was to show the Gentiles that they were on an equal footing with the Jews in receiving the blessings of salvation (see Ephesians 2:19-22; 3:6).


What had been the prospects of Gentiles receiving the blessings of salvation in previous times (2:11, 12)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


Through what event were the blessings of salvation made available to all (2:13-18)?


______________________________________________________________________________


From the prayer that Paul prays in Ephesians 3:14-19, list the blessings of salvation that all Christians now enjoy.


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
Philippians.


Paul wrote this letter to the church he had founded (Acts 16) to thank them for the money they had sent him for his support while in prison.  In writing it, he also sought to overcome the disunity in the church between two women, Euodia and Syntyche (4:2).  With this disunity overcome, the church could stand firmly together in preaching the gospel without fear to those round about them (1:27, 28).


Read Philippians 1:1 2-30.  What had Paul been doing in Rome that would encourage the Philippians to be bold in proclaiming the gospel (1:13, 14)?


______________________________________________________________________________


How did Paul's attitude regarding the future help to encourage the Philippians to stand fearlessly for Christ (verses 18-25)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What was Paul's chief reason for being happy about the gift the Philippians had sent him (4:10-19)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
Colossians.


Paul had never visited the church at Colossae, but reports regarding the increase of false teaching there had reached him in Rome.  Since he was an apostle to all the Gentiles, he felt it was necessary to write and warn that church.


This false teaching stated that in addition to Christ being the only mediator between God and man, there were certain angelic beings through whom man must also go in order to know God.  Consequently Paul's main stress in this epistle is the deity and all-sufficiency of Jesus Christ.


List at least three things Paul says about Jesus Christ which show that it is unnecessary to seek any additional way to reach God (Colossians 1:1 2-22).


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


Since Christ is all-sufficient, what is the Christian to be content to do (2:6, 7)?


______________________________________________________________________________


What practical effect will submission to the lordship and uniqueness of Christ have upon the Christian's life (3:1-1 1)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

4.
Philemon.


For some reason this fourth prison epistle was not joined with the other three, but rather stands by itself at the end of the Pastoral Epistles.  Though the shortest of Paul's epistles, this is, nevertheless, one of the most profound and beautiful of all.


While in prison at Rome, Paul had led Onesimus, a runaway slave, to the Lord.  He discovered that this slave's master was Philemon, a personal friend of Paul's, living at Colossae.  In those days the penalty for a slave who had run away was either death or brutal punishment, but Paul writes Philemon to ask him to forgive Onesimus for what he had done and to receive him as a Christian brother.


This epistle stands as a great example of the profound change for good that Christ makes in all human relations.  State in your own words at least three arguments Paul used to persuade Philemon to receive Onesimus in love.


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

B.
The Thessalonian Epistles


The first epistles Paul ever wrote were those to the church he had founded at Thessalonica in Macedonia.  These were written from Corinth (Acts 18:1-18) soon after Paul had been at Thessalonica.

1.
1 Thessalonians.


Paul had had to leave Thessalonica very hastily because of persecution (Acts 17:10), and the enemies of the gospel there had tried to disillusion the newly won Christians by charging that Paul was only a fair-weather friend who had left them alone because of difficult circumstances.  To answer this charge Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians.


What effect had the Thessalonians' conversion had on the Christians of the surrounding area (1 Thessalonians 1:7-10)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


The lives of those to whom Paul wrote had been changed.  How did this prove that those who had preached the gospel to them were godly men (1 Thessalonians 1:5,6)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


Give two ways in which Paul's ministry at Thessalonica made it impossible for him to be an insincere person (1 Thessalonians 2:1-10).


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
2 Thessalonians.


Some questions regarding the circumstances of Christ's second coming had arisen after the Thessalonians had received Paul's first epistle.  They were troubled because they had to endure unjustly great sufferings and persecutions for Christ (2 Thessalonians 1:3-12).  Some also had become slack in doing their work because they thought that Christ's second coming would occur at any moment.


What do you think the Christian's attitude toward persecution should be (2 Thessalonians 1:3-12)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What is to be his attitude toward work (3:6-15)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

C.
The Pastoral Epistles

From the time of his first missionary journey, Paul always had co-workers.  The Pastoral Epistles are three letters that Paul wrote to his co-workers who were helping him to strengthen the churches already founded.

These letters were written in the period between Paul's first Roman imprisonment in A.D. 60-62 (Acts 28) and his final martyrdom under the emperor Nero in A.D. 66. 1 and 2 Timothy were written to help Timothy in his work with the church at Ephesus.  Titus was written to the co-worker who was laboring on the island of Crete.

1.
1 Timothy.


Read 1 Timothy 6. What are the two things that are necessary for contentment in life (1 Timothy 6:6-8)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What great danger confronts those who seek after riches (verses 9-12)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What attitude should Christians who are wealthy have toward money (verses 17-19)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
2 Timothy.


Paul wrote 2 Timothy just before he was martyred.  He writes as though it may be his last word to his co-worker, Timothy.  What are the last commands that Paul gave Timothy (2 Timothy 4:1-5)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What two means will help Timothy remain true to his calling after Paul has gone (2 Timothy 3:10,11 and 14-17)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
Titus.


What are some of the things that a Christian should be careful to do in light of the unbelieving world in which he lives (Titus 3:1,2)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


What reason does Paul give for a Christian's living this way (3:3-7)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
Name two things you have learned from Paul's character, as you have studied him in this lesson.


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2. 
What do you sense from Philippians 3:1 and 4:4 about an approach to life Paul would advise you to have?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


How is that always possible?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

LESSON SIX

THE GENERAL EPISTLES

Objective:
To see the gospel amplified and defined.

Memorize: 
Hebrews 1:1, 2.

Read: 

James; 1 and 2 Peter; 1, 2 and 3 John; Jude.

The term "general" is at best only an imperfect way to characterize the last eight epistles of the New Testament.  It has been selected because, unlike most of Paul's epistles which are written to specific churches, most of  the recipients of these eight epistles are either the churches of some large area or are all Christians (the exceptions: Hebrews, 2 and 3 John).  Again, with the exception of Hebrews, these epistles are named for their authors.

A.
Hebrews


The early church called this book "Hebrews" because it was originally addressed to Jewish Christians.  In the early days following their conversion through the preaching of some of Jesus' original disciples (2:3), they had become exemplary Christians, they had helped supply the needs of other Christians (6:10) and they had taken cheerfully the loss of their own possessions as they were persecuted for Christ's name (10:32-34).


However,at the writing of this letter their original teachers and leaders had died (Hebrews 13:7).  Now they were on the verge of slipping back from a confession of Christ into the Judaism out of which they had been converted (13:13,14).  One reason they might have wanted to do this was that the Roman government in the first century allowed Jewish worship but deemed Christianity an illicit religion.  The writer of Hebrews exhorts the readers to remain true to Christ even at the price of having to shed their own blood (12:3,4).


That writer had to have been an outstanding leader in the early Christian church, but his identity is unknown.  Origen, the first Christian theologian, writing in the third century, said, "Who wrote the Epistle to the Hebrews, God alone knows.", Many believe it was written by the apostle Paul, though this cannot be confirmed.


The key passage of Hebrews is 10:19-25.  In verses 19,20 the writer speaks of the finality of Jesus Christ in that He is the "new and living way." This summarizes the argument from 4:14-10:18.  Then in verse 21 he declares that Jesus is final because He is the great High Priest, and this was the argument of 1:1-4:13.  Since Jesus Christ is final, ultimate and all sufficient, all Christians should obey the commands in Hebrews 10:22-25.

1.
What are four things a Christian must do, according to Hebrews 10:22-25?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
Summarize in your own words the two lines of argument that the writer uses to support these commands.


(10:26-31)


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


(10:32-34)


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
What attitude of heart did the original readers of this epistle need to have in order to remain true to Christ in the midst of persecution (Hebrews 10:35-39)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

4.
By what means did the Old Testament believers acquire this necessary qualityof heart (Hebrews 11:1-39)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

5.
In view of the way these Old Testament believers lived, what should you do (Hebrews 12:1-4)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

B.
James

The writer of this epistle is thought to have been the half brother of Jesus.  During the days of Jesus' earthly ministry, His brothers were unbelievers (John 7:5).  However, after His resurrection, Jesus appeared to James (1 Corinthians 1 5:7).  It would seem that this appearance affected James' conversion and perhaps that of all His brothers, for in the days prior to Pentecost we find them in the upper room praying with the apostles (Acts 1:14).

Though not counted as one of the 12 apostles, James became a prominent leader in the early Jerusalem church (Acts 15:13; Galatians 1:19; 2:9).  Because the name"James" was so common in those days, it is felt that only this James who figured so prominently in the early church would have announced himself to the readers of this epistle without going into any detail as to who he was .(James 1:1).  The original readers of this epistle were Christians scattered abroad.  Because they had suffered greatly at the hands of unbelievers (1:2-4; 2:6-7), they had tended to become cold in their devotion to Christ.

James writes this epistle to remind them about those qualities of heart and life that should characterize true Christian devotion in contrast to dead orthodoxy.  In so doing, he made it clear how a Christian can find joy in Christ even when suffering for Him.

1.
Why should the Christian consider adversity a reason for the greatest happiness (James 1:2-4, 12)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
In what way does the Christian receive the necessary resources to stand for Christ while suffering greatly (James 1:5-8)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
What two things should the Christian always remember when he feels tempted to do wrong?


(1:13-16)
____________________________________________________________________


(1:17,18)
____________________________________________________________________

4.
Note the qualities of heart that should characterize true Christian devotion as opposed to dead orthodoxy:


Instead of simply hearing what God has to say in His Word, the Christian should do what (1:21-25)?


______________________________________________________________________________


What should we do instead of simply talk about being Christians (1:26,27)?


______________________________________________________________________________

C.
Peter

1 Peter.  Peter addresses the various churches scattered throughout Asia Minor (present-day Turkey).  But like James, Peter's purpose in writing was to strengthen Christians in standing firmly against the terrible persecutions that the Roman empire was about to unleash against the church.  Thus Peter begins by pointing out the wonders of the salvation that his readers possess (1:3-12).  Then he gives certain commands which when obeyed will help a person to realize the wonders of this salvation.

1.
List the five commands Peter gives in 1:13-2:3:


(1:13)
_____________________________________________________________________


(1:14-16) 
_____________________________________________________________________


(1:17-21) 
_____________________________________________________________________


(1:22-25) 
_____________________________________________________________________


(2:1-3) 
_____________________________________________________________________

2.
When one fulfills these commands, how does his attitude toward Christ differ from that of those who do not believe and obey Him (1 Peter 2:4-10)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
Chapter 2, verses 9 and 10, are in the key verses of 1 Peter.  The purpose of the Christian life is not simply to enjoy the glories of salvation, but rather to enjoy these glories in order to testify of their wonders to those who do not know Christ.


How, in general, does the Christian, by his life, witness to those around him (1 Peter 2:11,1 2)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


How, in relationship to the government, does the Christian demonstrate the praises of Christ (1 Peter 2:13-17)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


How, in his relationship to an employer, can a Christian demonstrate the praises of Christ (1 Peter 2:1 8-25)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


How can a Christian wife best testify of Christ to an unbelieving husband (1 Peter 3:1-7)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


How may the Christian be an effective witness for Christ in the midst of sufferings (1 Peter 3:8-1 7)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2 Peter.  As 2 Timothy records Paul's last words before martrydom, so 2 Peter was Peter’s last message before his martydom (1:14; cf.  John 21:19). (Tradition says he was killed by being crucified head downwards.) This epistle is a continuation of the theme of 1 Peter.  The sufferings that his readers had just begun to endure when that epistle was written have continued unabated, and Peter's purpose in writing this second epistle is to encourage his readers to endure steadfastly to the end.  He begins by citing the greatness of God's grace to the Christian (1:2-4).  Then he follows up the first epistle by declaring certain things the Christian must do to enjoy God's blessings fully (1:5-11).  In 1:14-21, Peter relates the basis for feeling so confident regarding God's grace.

1.
From what two sources have the readers heard of this grace?


(1:14-18)
_____________________________________________________________________


(1:19-21)   _____________________________________________________________________

2.
However, there have always been those whose teaching would keep God's people from the truth.  Name three ways to recognize those who are false prophets (2 Peter 2:1-22).


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
What great event should determine the present conduct of Christians (2 Peter 3:10-14)?


______________________________________________________________________________

D. 
John

1 John.  During his later years the apostle John settled at Ephesus among the Christians, who had found Christ through Paul's ministry.

While he was there a certain false teaching became popular which declared that God did not become truly incarnate in Jesus Christ and that a life of actual holiness was not essential to the Christian life.  The first epistle of John was written to counteract this heresy.  However, it is more than a mere refutation; it is one of the most beautiful and inspiring documents of the New Testament.

To refute this heresy John showed Christians certain tests by which they could distinguish the true from the false.  The key verse is 1 John 5:13: "These things I have written to you. . . that you may know that you have eternal life." When certain things are true in a person's life he may have the assurance that he has eternal life.

See if you can find at least five tests of this assurance in the material leading up to 5:13.

(1:7)
___________________________________________________________________________

(2:3) 
___________________________________________________________________________

(2:15) 
___________________________________________________________________________

(3:6) 
___________________________________________________________________________

(4:7) 
___________________________________________________________________________

2 John.  It is not clear whether the recipient of this brief epistle is an individual, or whether the term "elect lady" figuratively denotes a church whose members are her "children" (verse 1).  Summarize in your own words the burden of the message John gives to this church.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3 John

1.
What example is Gaius to continue to follow in the future (3 John 2-8)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
What is there about Diotrephes that Gaius is to avoid imitating (3 John 9-1 1)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

E.
Jude

Many Biblical scholars believe that Jude was another one of Jesus' brothers who was converted after His earthly ministry.  He calls himself "the brother of James" (verse 1), and in verse 17 he indicates that he was not himself an official apostle.

1.
What was Jude's reason for writing as he does in this epistle (Jude 3,4)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
What are two things that Jude wants his readers to remember?


(5-16)
_______________________________________________________________________


(17-19)
_______________________________________________________________________

3.
What is the Christian's responsibility in view of the many false teachers that exist (Jude 20-23)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Life Application 

Have you read all these general epistles?

Determine one main truth from each which is particularly helpful to you and list it here:

Hebrews:

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

James:

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

1 Peter:

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2 Peter:

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

1 John:

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2 John:

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3 John:

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Jude:

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

LESSON SEVEN

THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

Objective: 
To look at prophecy, and prepare for the coming of Christ.

Memorize: 
Revelation 21:4.  

Read: 
Revelation.

The last book of the New Testament is the record of the revelation which the apostle John received during his imprisonment on the island of Patmos for being a Christian (1:9 and following).  Many of the chapters of this book are very difficult to interpret.  Some of the greatest theologians in the history of the church have felt unequal to the task of expounding these Scriptures.  For example, John Calvin, one of the great reformers, wrote a commentary on every book of the Bible except Revelation.

However, despite the fact that the meaning of every part of this book may not be immediately apparent, there is the promise that those who read (not necessarily understand) it will be blessed (1:3).

And though some parts may be obscure, certain ideas do stand out with unquestioned clarity.  Chapters 1 through 3 are a description of Jesus as He appeared to John and a record of the messages to be sent to the seven churches of Asia Minor, and they are quite clear in their meaning.  Chapters 4 through 18 are more difficult, but chapters 19 through 22, which concern those events by which God brings final redemption to the world, are clear for the most part.  These four chapters are of the utmost importance for completing the history of redemption outlined since Genesis.

A.
Jesus Christ

Write in your own words your impression of Jesus Christ as John describes Him in Revelation 1:9-20.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

B.
The churches

Name the seven churches to whom John was to write and tell the one main message he was to give to each.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

C.
Final events

1. 
What great events are described in Revelation 19:1-21?


______________________________________________________________________________

2.
What will be the fate of the devil at the beginning of Christ's thousand-year reign (Revelation 20:1-3)?


______________________________________________________________________________

3.
What will be the devil's final fate at the end of Christ's thousand-year reign (Revelation 20:7-10)?


______________________________________________________________________________

4.
What will be the final fate of all unbelievers (Revelation 20:11-15)?


______________________________________________________________________________

5.
Show three ways in which the Christian's ultimate destiny will differ from this present existence (Revelation 21:1-9)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

How can you prepare spiritually for Christ’s coming and the events which will be taking place?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

LESSON EIGHT

REVIEW

Review all verses memorized.

1. 
What is the focus in Matthew regarding the person of Christ?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

2. 
How does Mark differ from Matthew?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

3. 
How did Luke and John each present Christ?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

4.
What changes took place in Paul's life after he became a Christian?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

5.
What are the three results of justification by faith (Romans 5:1,2)?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

6.
On a separate sheet, write again the names of the books of the Old Testament, listing them by division.

7.
Also on a separate sheet, write the divisions and books of the New Testament.
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