Introduction

"If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you" (John 15:7).  "And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we desired from Him" (1 John 5:14, 1 5).

Prayer is communion with God.  This is the way our heavenly Father has ordained for His children to communicate with Him.

Often prayer is misunderstood.  It is thought of as a vague, mystical element in one's relationship to a holy, awesome God.  The Word of God does not teach this; rather it teaches that God our Father desires the fellowship of His children.

Our relationship with God, our heavenly Father, should be a relationship of complete trust, faith and obedience.  We, as children, should approach our Father in love and gratitude.  Our prayer to God should be an expression of our complete trust that He will hear us, according to John 1 5:7 and 1 John 5:14, 1 5. If prayer is anything less than this, it is not prayer.  Prayer is more than words; it is an attitude and an expression of the heart toward God.

The prayer life of the Christian is essential.  His source of spiritual life is God in Christ.  The Christian who does not utilize his resource of prayer fails, for the Christian life is an impossibility except it be lived in and through the Lord Jesus Christ.

As you study carefully the following lessons, it is our sincere desire that you will see the importance of prayer and that you will begin immediately to spend definite time daily in such fellowship with our heavenly Father.  Remember, Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me . . . "And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it" ( John 14:6,13, 14).

"No amount of money, genius, or culture can move things for God.  Holiness energizing the soul, the whole man aflame with love, with desire for more faith, more prayer, more zeal, more consecration - this is the secret of power.  These we need and must have, and men must be the incarnation of this God inflamed devotedness.  God's advance has been stayed, His cause crippled, His name dishonored for their lack.  Genius (though the loftiest and most gifted), education (though the most learned and refined), position, dignity, place, honored names, cannot move this chariot of our God.  It is a fiery one, and fiery forces only can move it.  The genius of a Milton fails.  The imperial strength of a Leo fails.  But Brainerd's spirit could move it. Brainerd's spirit was on fire for God, on fire for souls.  Nothing earthly, worldly, selfish came in to abate in the least the intensity of this all-impelling and all-consuming force and flame."

"Prayer is the creator as well as the channel of devotion.  The spirit of devotion is the spirit of prayer.  Prayer and devotion are united as soul and body are united, as life and heart are united.  There is no real prayer without devotion, no devotion without prayer."

"The Church is looking for better methods; God is looking for better men . . . What the Church needs today is not more or better machinery, not new organizations or more and novel methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use - men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost does not flow through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does not anoint plans, but men -- men of prayer."








E. M. Bounds

"Beginning the day with a devotional Bible study and prayer equips a man for the day’s fight with self and sin and Satan.” 








John R. Mott

THE PRAYING CHRISTIAN

"The Christian needs strength.  This we all know.  The Christian has no strength of his own.  This is also true.  Where may strength be obtained?  Notice the answer: 'Be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might' (Ephesians 6:10).

"Paul had spoken of this power in the earlier part of his epistle to the Ephesians (1:18-20).  He had prayed God to give them the Spirit that they might know the exceeding greatness of His power according to the working of His mighty power, which He wrought in Christ when He raised Him from the dead.  This is the literal truth: The exceeding greatness of His power, which raised Christ from the dead, works in every believer.  In me and in you, my reader.  We hardly believe it, and still less do we experience it.  That is why Paul prays, and we must pray with him, that God through His Spirit would teach us to believe in His almighty power.  Pray with all your heart: 'Father, grant me the Spirit of wisdom, that I may experience this power in my life.'

"Pray for God's Spirit to enlighten your eyes.  Believe in the divine power working within you.  Pray that the Holy Spirit may reveal it to you, and appropriate the promise that God will manifest His power in your heart, supplying all your needs.

"Do you not begin to realize that time is needed - much time in fellowship with the Father and the Son, if you would experience the power of God within you?"








Andrew Murray

THE WORD AND PRAYER

"Revive me, 0 Lord, according to Thy Word" - Psalm 119:107.

"Prayer and the Word of God are inseparable, and should always go together in the quiet time of the inner chamber.  In His Word God speaks to me; in prayer I speak to God.  If there is to be true communication, God and I must both take part.  If I simply pray, without using God's Word, I am apt to use my own words and thoughts.  This really gives prayer its power, that I take God's thoughts from His Word, and present them before Him.  Then I am enabled to pray according to God's Word.  How indispensable God's Word is for all true prayer!

"When I pray, I must seek to know God aright.  It is through the Word that the Holy Spirit gives me right thoughts of Him.  The Word will also teach me how wretched and sinful I am.  It reveals to me all the wonders that God will do for me, and the strength He will give to me to do His will.  The Word teaches me how to pray - with strong desire, with a firm faith, and with constant perseverance.  The Word teaches me not only what I am, but what I may become through God's grace.  And above all, it reminds me each day that Christ is the great Intercessor, and allows me to pray in His name.

"O Christian, learn this great lesson, to renew your strength each day in God's Word, and so pray according to His will.  Then we turn to the other side - prayer.  We need prayer when we read God's Word - prayer to be taught of God to understand His Word, prayer that through the Holy Spirit I may rightly know and use God's Word - prayer that I may see in the Word that Christ is all in all, and will be all in me.

"(In my) blessed inner chamber - where I may approach God in Christ through the Word and prayer - I may offer myself to God and His service, and be strengthened by the Holy Spirit, so that His love may be shed abroad in my heart, and I may daily walk in that love."









Andrew Murray

Lesson One

Devotional Bible Study And Prayer

OBJECTIVE: 

To establish a consistent and effective daily prayer life.

TO MEMORIZE: 
Isaiah 40:31.

TO READ: 

Acts 1 and 2.

Jesus Christ, the very Son of God, found it necessary to have definite and extended periods of fellowship alone with His Father.  Who could be busier than He?  His day was filled from morning to night, speaking to crowds, healing, holding private interviews, traveling and training His disciples; yet He found it necessary to have time alone with God.

Down through the years the biographies and writings of men of God who have done great things for God testify to the necessity of having a devotional time.  John Wesley, who shook the world for God and founded the Methodist Church, is representative of other such great spiritual leaders.  He thought prayer, more than anything else, to be his business.

Just as a child needs food to grow physically, so we need food to grow spiritually.  We can miss a meal, and not feel any ill effects, but, if we don't eat for a week, we begin to weaken physically.  So it is in our spiritual lives.  The study of the Word of God and the practice of prayer are vitally important for spiritual growth.  We may miss a day without feeding on the Word of God or praying and not feel any apparent ill effects in our lives, but if we continue this practice, we shall lose the power to live the victorious Christian life.

The Christian life might be compared to a soldier in battle.  He is out on the front lines but is connected with his commanding officer by radio.  He calls and tells of the conditions and problems he is facing.  Then his commanding officer, who from his vantage point can see the entire battle area, relays instructions.  In like manner the Christian shares his joys and sorrows, his victories and defeats, and his needs, as God instructs and guides him through His Word.  It is Our heavenly Father who directs our battle of life.  He knows the steps we should take.  We must take time to go to Him for guidance.

A.
Establish a definite time

A daily devotional time in which Christians seek fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ for the purpose of nourishing their spiritual lives should be set aside for personal worship and meditation.  Once begun, this fellowship is continued throughout the day (Psalm 119:97; 1 Thessalonians 5:17).

1 .
In obedience to Christ's command, what did His disciples do (Acts 1:13,14) ?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2 .
Although different individuals' schedules will vary, many people prefer the morning hours, before the responsibilities of the day begin.

David was called a man after God's own heart.  What time did he set aside to communicate with God (Psalm 5:3)?  How often do you think it was?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Name two characteristics of the devotional life of Jesus (Mark 1:35).

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
When is your best devotional time?__________________________________________________

No one can say that he does not have time for prayer and Bible study.  We can all do anything that we really want to do.  Whether the period is long or short, set aside some time.

4.
Make your devotional time unhurried.

Do not think about your next responsibility.  Concentrate on your fellowship with the Lord.  A definite time every day will do much to help.

An air of expectancy should pervade our devotional times.  Anticipate meeting God.

A brief period with concentration is better than a long devotional time with your mind on many things.

How many minutes can you set aside daily for your time with God?________________________

B.
Choose a definite place

Avoid distraction by finding a quiet, private place of worship.  If privacy is impossible, you will need to learn to concentrate.  If you cannot have a devotional time in your own room, perhaps one of the following places will be suitable:

A quiet place on campus

An empty classroom

A corner of the school library

Name three other places you might find appropriate for your private prayer and Bible study.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

C.
Goal and content of the devotional time

1 . 
We should have a purpose, goal or reason for everything we do.  "Aim at nothing and you will surely hit it." Our purpose for prayer should be fellowship with God and the meeting of our own spiritual needs.  During the devotional time we should be concerned with learning where we have failed and with rededicating ourselves to the task before us.  We should use the time to regroup our forces after the battles of the previous day, and plan for the next day's attack.

What particular spiritual need do you feel today?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________



What battles did you have yesterday?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. 
The devotional time should include Bible study, prayer, personal worship and quiet meditation.  All phases of the devotional time are so closely related that one can actually engage in all at one time.  For example: Begin by reading a psalm of thanksgiving or praise.  As you read, your heart actually responds and you continue to praise and worship God from a grateful heart.  Turn now to another portion of Scripture, such as Romans 8. Interrupt your reading to thank God for each truth that applies to you as a Christian.  You will be amazed at how much you have to praise and thank God for, once you get started.  After you have read and prayed for a while, remain in an attitude of quiet, listening for instructions from God.  Write down on a piece of paper any reluctant thoughts that come to mind and pray about these.

Supplementary content may include memorizing Scripture or reading from a devotional book or hymnal.

Which of these do you have available to use?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Study Matthew 6:9-1 3. Paraphrase this prayer in your own words, using expressions meaningful to you.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Life Application
Fill in the blank spaces:

1.
I have set aside the following definite time in the day for my devotional time:

_________________________________________________________________________________

2.
1 have decided on the following definite place:


_________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson Two

PURPOSE OF PRAYER

OBJECTIVE:


To understand the reasons for prayer

TO MEMORIZE:
I John 5:14,15

TO READ:


Acts 3 and 4

Someone has wisely said, "Satan laughs at our toiling, mocks at our wisdom, but trembles when he sees the weakest saint on his knees." Prayer is God's appointed way of doing God's work.

A.
According to Acts 4

1.

On the basis of Acts 4, what was the problem which faced the apostles?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.

Did they pray for God to remove the persecution?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.

Why not?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4.

For what did they pray (Acts 4:29)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5.

What was their real motive (John 14:13)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

B.
On the basis of your personal experience list four (or more) reasons why you pray.

1.  
 __________________________________________________________________________

2.  
__________________________________________________________________________

3.  
__________________________________________________________________________

4.   
__________________________________________________________________________

C.
God’s motives in teaching us about prayer

Read John 3:5-8 and John 4:23,24.

1.
What form does God take? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What must happen to man before he can fellowship with God? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What kind of worship does God desire? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4.
What is God's delight (Proverbs 15:8)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5.
Name or list some purposes of prayer from each of the following Scripture references:

a.

Matthew 7:7


______________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________

b.

Matthew 26:41


______________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________

c. 
Luke 18:1


______________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________

6.
From your understanding of the above Scriptures, what do you think God wants you to realize about Him?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

D.
Prayer meets the heart’s needs

1.
According to 2 Corinthians 3:5, what is the source of the Christian's sufficiency?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Read Psalm 63.  Note the elements of human worship and write the word or phrase below with references (i. e., My Soul thirsts for Thee - Psalm 63:1).

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
Now that you have completed Lesson Two, what conclusions can you make concerning our 
relationship with God in prayer?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
List things for which you want to pray.




Date


    
  Requests  


    Date Answered

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Lesson Three

PRIVILEGE OF PRAYER

OBJECTIVE:


To understand to roles of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in prayer

TO MEMORIZE:
Philippians 4:6,7

TO READ:


Acts 5 and 6

The God who created us and loved us so much that He sent His only begotten Son to die for us; the God who in spite of our sin and lack of love for Him has done everything for us, now waits anxiously for us to come to Him in prayer.  We would think nothing of waiting hours at the White House to have a short appointment with the President, and it would be unthinkable to keep the President waiting even a little while.  How can we keep our great God waiting for us, as unimportant as we are?  Just as a child comes to his father to have his needs met, what a privilege for us to come to our heavenly Father and know that He will meet our needs and that He desires our fellowship (John 4:23).

A.
To whom do we pray ?


1.
To whom are our prayers to be directed (Matthew 6:9)?_______________________________


But some will say ‘Is not all prayer unto God?”  No.  Very much so-called prayer, both public and private, is not unto God.  In order that a prayer should be really unto God, there must a definite and conscious approach to God when we pray; we must have a definite and vivid realization that God is bending over us and listening as we pray.  In much of our prayer there is little thought of God.  Our mind is not taken up with the thought of the mighty and loving Father ... We are occupied neither with the need nor with the One to Whom we are praying but our mind is wandering here and there throughout the world ... When we really come into God’s presence, really meet Him face to face in the place of prayer, really seek the things that we desire from Him, then there is power.











R. A. Torrey, How to Pray

2.
Rewrite in your own words the description of God in I Chronicles 29:11,12 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

B.
Through whom do we pray?


Read John 14:6

1.
How many mediators are there between God and man (I Timothy 2:5)?____________________

Who is the mediator?_______________________________________________________________

2.
On the basis of Hebrews 4:14-16, describe the qualifications of our great high priest

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What are the requirements for prayer relationship according to I John 3:22,23?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4.
If there is unconfessed sin in our lives, do we have any claim on prayer fellowship with God (Psalms 66:18)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

C.
In whom do we pray (Ephesians 6:18 and Jude 20)? 

D.
Read.

1.
According to Romans 8:26,27, why does the Holy Spirit need to help us pray? 

_____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


How does He help us pray?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


Why does God answer the prayers of the Holy Spirit? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What, then, should be our relationship to the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) ?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
As we exercise the privilege of prayer, what does God then do about anxiety (Philippians 4:6,7)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4.
Why can we cast our troubles on Him (I Peter 5:7)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
List any new insights into prayer you have gained from this lesson.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Write down one new way in which you want to apply prayer in your life right now.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Lesson Four

PROCEDURE IN PRAYER

OBJECTIVE:

To apply a simple guide to your daily prayer time

TO MEMORIZE:
I Corinthians 14:40

TO READ:


Acts 7 and 8

There are many procedures one may follow in prayer. It is good to follow a simple procedure but never to become bound to a ritual. God is more interested in our hearts than in our words.  John Bunyan, author of Pilgrim's Progress, said, "in prayer it is better to have a heart without words than words without a heart." In Lessons Four and Five we will consider a simple guide that you may use in your daily devotional time.  It is:

1. Adoration

2. Confession

3. Thanksgiving

4. Supplication

This order can be easily remembered by the first letter of each word ACTS.

A.
ADORATION

1 . 
Why should we praise God?

a.
Jeremiah 32:17

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

b.
I John 4:10

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

c.
Philippians 1:6

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What is the best way for you to show your gratitude, faith and trust in God in all circumstances (Philippians 4:6)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

What would you conclude that God expects of us (I Thessalonians 5:16-18)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


What does God say about all the circumstances of life (Romans 8:28)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.

If you sometimes find it hard to praise God, read some of the Psalms (Psalm 146-150 in particular).

B.
CONFESSION

1.
Read Isaiah 59:1,2.

What will hinder fellowship with God?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Psalm 51 was David's prayer after he had fallen out of fellowship with God.  What did David conclude that God wanted of him (Psalm 51:6,16,17)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What should you do when and if you find your fellowship with God is broken (I John 1:9)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

C.
THANKSGIVING

Let us never be guilty of being ungrateful to God.

1.
How often should we give thanks (Hebrews 13:15)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


What should we be thankful for (Ephesians 5:20)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


Why should we give thanks in everything (I Thessalonians 5:18)? _____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Do these verses mean that we should give thanks for a situation even though it seems adverse?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Lesson Five 

PROCEDURE IN PRAYER

(Continued)

TO MEMORIZE:
Matthew 21:22

TO READ:


Acts 9 and 10

D.
SUPPLICATION

1. 
Intercession. 

a.
An example of intercession is provided in Colossians 1:3,9.  What was Paul's prayer for the Christians of Colossae?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

b.
Many times our efforts in leading people to Christ are fruitless.  The reason for this may lie in the fact that we are forgetting the necessary preparation for witnessing.  The divine order is first to talk to God about men, and then to talk to men about God.  If we follow this formula, we shall see results.  Prayer is really the place where people are won to Christ; service is just gathering in the results of our prayer.

c.
In quiet meditation, re-think a. and b. and list the requests you can make to God for Christians and non-Christians.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. 
Petition.

a.
To many Christians, prayer is like beating the air.  Much time is spent with no result.  Why should we expect God to answer our prayers (John 16:24)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

b.
What part does belief have in our prayers (Mark 11:24)? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

c.
Faith is necessary for answered prayers.  What else is necessary (I John 5:14,15)? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

d.
Why will God not answer some prayers (James 4:3)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

e.
According to Psalms 84:11,12, what has God promised to do? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Explain 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 in light of Romans 8:28.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

What does this passage teach us about apparently unanswered prayer?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
Add other requests to the prayer lists you began at the end of lesson 2.

Request                            





   Date Answered

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Select one prayer request from your prayer request lists and before you make the request, apply A-C-T.  Then make the request, which completes the procedure: (S = Supplication).

Lesson Six

POWER IN PRAYER

OBJECTIVE:

To learn to use the great power available through prayer

TO MEMORIZE:
James 5:16

TO READ:


Acts 11 and 12

It is said of Jonathan Goforth that once he felt assured of God's will in prayer he would continue in the power of prayer until the thing was accomplished.  Great things were accomplished through this man, for he was a man of powerful prayer.  It is the aim of this lesson to put power in your prayer by helping you to make it effective and satisfying.

A.
Power for answered prayer


Read Acts 12:5-18

1.

How did Peter's fellow Christians respond to his imprisonment (Acts 12:5)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________



What was God's answer to their prayer (Acts 12:6-11)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


What was their response to God's answer (Acts 12:13-16)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What do the following Scripture references tell you about the qualities God demands in a person for powerful prayer?

Hebrews 11:1,6

_____________________________________________________________________________

Romans 12:1,2

_____________________________________________________________________________

I Corinthians 15:58

_____________________________________________________________________________

1 John 3:22

_____________________________________________________________________________

Ephesians 5:18

_____________________________________________________________________________

B.
Conditions to answered prayer

1.
Why is it necessary to ask in accordance with the will of God (John 5:14,15)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Write out John 15:7 in your own words and state what it teaches about conditions of answered prayer.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What is the value of several Christians praying for something as opposed to just one (Matthew 18:19)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

C.
Prevailing prayer.

1.
Example of prevailing prayer: George Mueller was a man given to prayer.  During his lifetime he recorded more than 50,000 answers to prayer.  Mr. Mueller prayed for two men daily for more than 60 years.  One of these men was converted shortly before Mueller's death and the other about a year later.  As in Mueller's experience, we do not always see the answer to our prayers.  We must leave the results to God.  One of the great needs of the present days is for men and women who will not only begin to pray for things, but will pray on and on until they obtain that which they seek from the Lord.


How long do you think we should pray for someone or something? (Read Luke 18:1-8; Matthew 15:21-28.) 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


Why do you think God honors prevailing prayer? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. 
What did the following men accomplish
through prayer?

Moses (Exodus 15:23-25) 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Samson (judges 16:28-30) 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Peter (Acts 9:36-41)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


Elijah (James 5:17,18) _____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
In what way are all of these examples alike?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
Do you pray for results?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


Do you really believe and trust God when you pray?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. 
Write down one prayer request for which you are having to exercise “prevailing prayer.”

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
List two verses of Scripture you can claim in relation to this prayer request.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Lesson Seven

PROMISES OF PRAYER 

OBJECTIVE:

To claim God’s promises for us about and in prayer

TO MEMORIZE:
Jeremiah 33:3

TO READ:


Acts 13 and 14

It is estimated that there are more than 5,000 personal promises in the Bible.  However, to many Christians these promises mean little or nothing.  Why (Hebrews 4:2)?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Bags of cement sitting in a warehouse will never become concrete until they are mixed with sand, gravel and water.  Even so, God's promises will never become concrete unless they are mixed with faith and action.  You must make them yours by believing them and putting your faith to work.

A.
What God has promised concerning prayer

1.
Jeremiah 33:3?

Condition:_________________________________________________________________________

Promise:__________________________________________________________________________

2.
Matthew 21:22?

Condition:_________________________________________________________________________

Promise:__________________________________________________________________________

3.
I John 5:14,15?

Condition:_________________________________________________________________________

Promise:__________________________________________________________________________

4.
John 14:14?

Condition:_________________________________________________________________________

Promise:__________________________________________________________________________

Which promise do you need most to apply to your own prayer life right now and why?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

B.
What God will provide through prayer

1.
Material needs:


a.
In Philippians 4:19?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


b.
In Psalms 84:11?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Guidance:


a.
In Proverbs 3:5,6?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


b. 
In Psalms 32:8?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Spiritual needs:


a.
In Ephesians 1:3?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


b.
In Philippians 4:13?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


c.
In Isaiah 41:10?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Is God dependable?_____________________________________________________________________

Can you trust Him?_____________________________________________________________________

In what paticular circumstance of your life do you presently need to trust Him more, and for what?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

These promises are real - claim them; believe them; live by them.

Life Application

List at least three things you need to pray for, and a verse for each which promises God’s provision.

Lesson Eight

RECAP

Review all memorized verses.

Read Acts 15 and 16

Have you set aside a specific place and time for daily prayer and devotions?________________________

Where?_______________________________     When?_______________________________________

What adjustments do you need to make for it to be more effective (more time, less time, different place, etc.)?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Why are you praying?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Fill in the words to complete the suggested guide for prayer content:


A 
___________________________


C 
___________________________


T 
___________________________


S 
___________________________

Are you presently following this guide or do you have another?____________________________________

(Remember, a guide is not mandatory, it is just helpful.)

How has your understanding of power and promises in prayer been broadened?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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