
INTRODUCTORY STEPPRIVATE 


THE UNIQUENESS OF JESUS
Who in your opinion, is the most outstanding personality of all time?

I once directed some similar questions to a brilliant young medical student. He was from another land, and had been a devout follower of one of the great Eastern religions.  My first questions were:  "John, who in your opinion is the greatest leader that the world has ever known?  Who has done the most good for mankind?"  After a moment of hesitation, John replied, "I am sure that Jesus of Nazareth has done more good than anyone who has ever lived.  I would say that He is the greatest leader."

Unique Personality
Then I asked, "Who do you think is the greatest teacher?"  No doubt he thought of Socrates, Aristotle, Plato, Confucius, and the other great philosophers of ancient and modern times.  But he answered, "The greatest teacher is Jesus of Nazareth."

Finally I asked, "John, in your opinion, who has lived the most holy life of anyone who has ever lived?"  To this question his reply was immediate.  Obviously the world know and he knew that in all recorded history, there has never been anyone like Jesus of Nazareth.

Visit any part of the world today and talk to adherents of any religion.  No matter how devout they may be or how committed to their particular religion, if they know anything of the facts, they, too, will have to acknowledge that there has never been a man like Jesus of Nazareth.  He is the unique personality to all time.

Worldwide Influence
He is the One who has changed the whole course of history.  Even the date on your morning newspaper gives witness to the fact that Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, lived on this earth nearly two thousand years ago.  "B.C." means "before Christ"; "A.D.," anno domini, is the Latin phrase meaning, "in the year of our Lord."

Trace the life and influence of Jesus Christ and you will observe that His message always effects great changes in the lives of people and nations.  History is HIS STORY -- the story of the life of one man.  Remove Jesus of Nazareth from history, and it would be a completely different story.

One writer described Jesus' influence in this way:  

"Nineteen wide centuries have come and gone and today He is the centerpiece of the human race and the leader of the column of progress.  I am far within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched and all the navies that ever were built, and all the parliaments that ever have sat, and all the kings that ever reigned put together have not affected the life of man upon this earth as powerfully as has that one solitary life, Jesus of Nazareth."

Though Jesus has influenced the whole world, I would call your attention especially to the effect He has had on society's view toward women.  Aristotle said, "Society would be completely disorganized if women were on an equality with their husbands, just as it would be if slaves were on an equality with their masters."  Socrates asked fellow Athenians, "To whom do you talk less than to your wife?"  Plato recommended that women be held in common by men and that their children should be cared for by the state.

But Christ put an end to all of this.  The New Testament declares that in Christ there is neither male or female, slave nor free.  Wherever Christ has gone, the sacredness of marriage, women's rights and suffrage have been acknowledged; institutions of higher learning have been established; child labor laws have been enacted; slavery has been abolished; and a multitude of other changes have been made for the good of mankind.

Personal Influence
It has been my privilege to visit hundreds of campuses where I have talked to thousands of college men and women about Jesus of Nazareth.  Naturally, I have met professors and students alike who are militantly antagonistic toward Christ.  Some of them contend that Jesus Christ is just a myth or that He is a great man and nothing more.

One such skeptic was Dr. Cyril E. M. Joad, one of the world's greatest philosophers, who was for years head of the Philosophy Department at the University of London.  Dr. Joad and his colleagues, Julian Huxley, Bertrand Russell and H. G. Wells, have probably done more to undermine the faith of the collegiate world of the last generation than has any other one group.  Dr. Joad believed that Jesus was only a man, and that God was a part of the universe.  Should the universe be destroyed, he taught, God would also be destroyed.He subscribed to what is known as the "life-force philosophy" of Shaw.  Dr. Joad believed that there is no such thing as sin, that man was destined for a Utopia.  With sufficient time, he felt that man would have heaven on earth.  Dr. Joad was militant in his antagonism against Christianity and wrote many books which have made a great impact upon the atheistic thinking of the student world during the last generation.

In 1948, the magazine section of the Los Angeles Times carried a picture of that venerable old scholar, and with it a statement concerning the dramatic change that had taken place in his life.  It told how for many years he had once denied sin, but now he had come to believe that sin was a reality.  Two world wars and the imminence of another had demonstrated conclusively to him that man was indeed sinful.  Now he believed that the only explanation for sin was found in the Word of God, and the only solution was found in the cross of Jesus Christ.  Before his death, Dr. Joad became a zealous follower of the Savior.

Another example is Lew Wallace, a famous general and a literary genius.  He and his friend, Robert Ingersoll, covenanted together to write a book that would forever destroy the myth of Christianity.  Mr. Wallace tells how for two years he studied in the leading libraries of Europe and America, seeking information that would enable him to write the book that would destroy Christianity.  While writing the second chapter of his volume, he found himself on his knees crying out to Jesus saying, "My Lord, and my God."  The evidence for the deity of Christ was overwhelmingly conclusive.  He could no longer deny that Jesus Christ was the Son of God.  The One whom he had determined to expose as a fraud had captured him.  Later Lew Wallace wrote Ben Hur, probably the greatest novel ever written concerning the times of Christ.

Another confirmed skeptic was the late C. S. Lewis, professor at Oxford University.  For years he was an agnostic who denied the deity of Christ.  Later he became a devout follower of Christ and wrote many outstanding books advocating his belief in Him as Savior.  In his famous book, The Case for Christianity, he makes this statement:  

"A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said, wouldn't be a great moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic on the level with a man who says he's a poached egg -- or else he would be the devil of hell; you must take your choice.  Either this was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse.  You can shut Him up for a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.  But don't come up with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great moral teacher.  He hasn't left that alternative open to us."

What Great Scholars Say
Who is Jesus of Nazareth to you?  A myth?  A mere man?  Or the Son of God?  Your life upon this earth and for all eternity is affected by your answer to this question.

Some ask, "Is Christianity really established upon positive historical facts?"  Dr. Clifford Herbert Moore, for many years a professor at Harvard University, states, "Christianity knew its Savior  and Redeemer not as some god whose history was contained in a mythical faith, with rude, primitive and even offensive elements.  The Christian's faith is founded on positive, historical and acceptable facts."

A long list could be made of such outstanding scholars who are devout followers of Christ.  For example, Dr. William Lyon Phelps, who was a professor at Yale University for 40 years and was one of the most distinguished professors in the history of our country, expressed his confidence in the historical evidence concerning the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ and regularly shared his personal faith in Christ as Savior.

But some of the world's greatest scholars do not believe that Jesus is the Son of God, our Savior.  I am appalled when I talk about Christ to many of these men of learning, for I discover that nearly always they are ignorant of the basic truths of the gospel.  Have you ever read any of the writings of Ingersoll, Thomas Paine and other well-known skeptics?  You would be amazed to discover that, invariably, these men are taking issue with something that they do not fully understand.  They have erected straw men, labeled them Christian, and then proceeded to destroy their own creations.

I have yet to meet a person who has honestly considered the overwhelming evidence concerning Jesus of Nazareth who does not admit that He is the Son of God.  As I have said, I meet some who do not believe He is the Son of God.  But as we have talked and reasoned together, they have been honest in confessing, "I have not taken the time to read the Bible or to consider the historical facts concerning Jesus."  Their resentment has been based upon an unfortunate childhood experience, upon the inconsistency of some Christian 

or perhaps upon the influence of a college professor; but always they have admitted that they have not honestly considered the person of Jesus Christ and His claims on their lives.

Concerning Jesus of Nazareth Paul says in Colossians 1:15-20, "And He (Christ) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  For in Him all things were created, both in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible....For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven."  

In Hebrews 1:1,2 we are told, "God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world."  In Colossians 2:3 Paul states, "In whom (Christ) are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."

There are many things that Jesus can do for us that no one else can do, but I want to concentrate on four specific things.  First of all, He is the only one who can pardon man from his sin.  Second, He alone can give purpose for life.  Third, only He can give peace to a troubled heart.  Finally, Jesus alone can give us power to live an abundant life.

Pardons Sin
The Bible tells us that God is a holy God and that man is sinful.  There is a great gulf between the two and man cannot bridge this gulf.  The Bible says that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  The wages of sin is death -- eternal separation from 

God; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Because man is sinful, he cannot bridge this gulf between himself and God, no matter how good he is.  God bridges the chasm to man through His Son, Jesus Christ.  The Scripture says, "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life" (John 3:16).

Now, let us define our terms.  What do we mean by sin?  Sin is not necessarily a matter of lying, stealing or immorality.  Basically sin is an attitude.  Sin is going one's own independent way.  It is a lack of relationship or fellowship with God.  There is a throne in your life, and either God is on that throne or you are on it.  If you are saying, "I am the master of my life, I will do as I please," you qualify as a sinner.  If Christ is on that throne, He has brought you back into relationship with Himself.  

Picture, if you will, a floor lamp.  Pull the plug out of the socket; contact with the current is broken, and the light goes out.  Push the plug into the socket again; the light goes on.  The current is constant, the variable is the plug.  Man can be compared with that plug.  Because we do not have fellowship with God, we walk in darkness.  We have chosen to go our own way -- we are guilty of sin.

Now, what is God's provision?  In the Old Testament, the Israelites brought their sacrifices to the priest -- the lamb, the dove and the bullock.  These animals had to be perfect without spot or blemish -- the best in the flock.  The sin of the one making the sacrifice was transferred to the innocent lamb.  The animal was slain, the blood was sprinkled by the priest on the altar as a temporary covering for his sins.  

This pictured the coming of God's one special lamb, whose blood  would not temporarily cover man's sins, but would wash them away forever.  God sent His only Son, the Lamb of God, without spot or blemish, to give His life, to shed His blood upon the cross for the forgiveness of our sins.  "Without the shedding of blood," we are told in the Scriptures, "there is no forgiveness" (Hebrews 9:22).

As one studies the most popular religions of the world, he becomes aware that no provision is made for the forgiveness of sin apart from the cross of Jesus Christ.  Basically most religions embrace the philosophy of good works as a means to salvation.  Man subscribes to the concept that if his good works outweigh his bad works, he will go to heaven.  But if his bad works outweigh his good works, he will go to hell, if there is a hell.  

Of course, he does not know until this life is over whether he will go to heaven or to hell.  What a tragedy!  How inadequate is such a religion or philosophy.  God has promised that we can know Him, and have fellowship with Him now and for all eternity, through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

After I had finished speaking at a midwestern university campus, a group of students 

remained to learn how they could become Christians.  Among them was a young Hindu man from India who was pacing up and down, very angry and impatient.  As we talked he said, "I resent you Christians.  I resent the arrogance with which you say that you have the only way to God.  I believe that Christianity is one way, but only one way.  Hinduism is another.  Buddhism, Shintoism and others are all ways to God."

I called his attention to the writings of the great Hindu leader Mahatma Gandhi, who, for all of his devotion to his religion, states in his autobiography, "It is a constant torture to me that I am still so far from Him whom I know to be my very life and being.  I know it is my own wretchedness and wickedness that keep me from Him."  This gifted young man said that he had once believed that Gandhi was God but, of course, he no longer believed this.  In addition to being devout, he was unusually brilliant.  He was completing his double doctorate -- a doctorate in physics and a doctorate in chemistry.  As we talked together, his anger began to subside, and he began to see that Christianity is different.  He saw that it was not just another man-made religion or philosophy, but that it made provision for man's basic need, which is forgiveness of sin.  He admitted also that he had not found the answer to his needs, though he was a devout follower of his religion, diligent in the reading of the sacred Hindu writings, and faithful in his times of prayer and all the ritual of his faith.  He had to confess that he had never found God.  I called his attention to the difference in the lives of his Christian friends.  He admitted that they had something that he did not possess.  It was obvious that that "something" was the living Savior who had come to live within them and had forgiven them of their sins.

For nearly an hour we discussed the difference between Christianity and the religions of the world.  Take Buddha out of Buddhism, Mohammed out of Islam, and in like manner the founders of the various religions out of their religious systems, and little would be changed.  But take Christ out of Christianity and there would be nothing left.

Finally, the light came on.  Now this young Hindu understood the great truth of pardon for sin through our Savior's sacrifice on the cross.  Quietly he bowed his head.  This dear young scholar who had sought after God with all of his heart now prayed that Jesus of Nazareth, the risen, living Son of God, would come into his heart, would pardon his sin and become his Lord and Master.  The Bible says, "There is no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved" (Acts4:12).  Only Jesus can pardon sin.

Gives Purpose
Not only is Jesus of Nazareth unique as the only one who can pardon our sins, but He is also unique as the only one who gives purpose, peace and power to life.  

Let us consider purpose.  You will remember, according to the Bible, in Colossians 1:16, it was through the Son that God made the whole universe, and to the Son He has said that all creation shall ultimately belong.  One can readily see that God has created everything for a purpose.  There is order, system and design to the whole creation.

Man is the highest expression of God's creation.  Man is the only part of creation with intelligence.  God created man with a free will, with a right of choice.  He can say "yes" or "no" to God, and for the most part man has chosen to say "no."  Those who have said "no" have never discovered God's purpose for their lives.

No building contractor would think of constructing a beautiful building without consulting the blueprint of the architect, the designer.  How can we be so foolish as to try to build our lives without first consulting the great architect of life, the One who created us for a wonderful purpose?  The Bible says, "The steps of a man are established by the Lord" (Psalm 37:23).  "And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose" (Romans 8:28).

There are great benefits to be derived from being where God wants you to be and doing what God wants you to do.  God does not stand over us with a big stick.  Rather, He has established His laws to govern the whole of creation and, if we violate these laws, we must pay the consequences; even as a man who violates the laws of traffic must pay the penalty.  Failure to adhere to the laws of traffic endangers not only the life of the one who violates the law, but also the lives of others.  We do not break God's laws -- they break us.

Take, for example, the matter of marriage.  The Bureau of the Census reported in 1979 that 1,170 out of each 2,359 marriages in this country end in divorce.  That's nearly one out of two!  That one/two ratio was corroborated by a consumer report in the June 22, 1981 issue of U.S. News and World Report (page 12).

Yet it is a well-established fact that a Christian husband and wife who daily read the Bible and pray together will experience a remarkably high degree of stability in their marriage.

Why the great contrast?  Jesus Christ makes the difference.  He brings real purpose to marriage.  With these facts before us, who would dare take the gamble of marriage without Christ?  You say, "I don't understand.  How can Christ make such a great difference?"  Simply in this way:  If you are on the throne of your life, your ego and the ego of the one whom you marry will war against one another.  Friction is inevitable. 

However, if Christ is on the throne of the lives of both husband and wife, He will not war against Himself and there will be peace.  Discord will turn to harmony and hate will turn to love.  Many times I have had the privilege of kneeling in prayer with men and women who have been on the verge of divorce.  Their lives were in shambles, their homes places of discord and friction.  But as they have given their lives to Jesus Christ, harmony, peace and love have come into their homes and hearts.  Of course, the same truth applies to individuals as well, for no man is complete without Christ.
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I have found through the years that people who know Jesus Christ have a purpose for life.  Those who do not know Him are like a ship upon a rough sea without rudder and without sail, drifting with the tide.  No matter how brilliant you might be or how successful as an athlete, as a student, as a business or a professional person, unless you know Jesus Christ, you will never know real purpose in life.  God has made us for Himself, and, as St. Augustine said centuries ago, "Thou has made us for Thyself, O God, and our hearts are restless until they find their rest in Thee."

H. G. Wells, famous historian and philosopher, said at the age of 61:  "I have no peace.  All life is at the end of its tether."  The poet Lord Byron said, "My days are in the yellow leaf, the flowers and fruits of life are gone, the worm and the canker, and the grief are mine alone."  Thoreau, great literary genius, said, "Most men live lives of quiet desperation."  Ralph Barton, one of the top cartoonists of the nation, left this note pinned to his pillow before he took his life:  "I have had few difficulties, many friends, great successes; I have gone from wife to wife, and from house to house, visited great countriesof the world, but I am fed up with inventing devices to fill up 24 hours of the day."  Pascal, French physicist and philosopher, put it this way, "There is a God-shaped vacuum in the heart of every man which only God can fill through His Son, Jesus Christ."

Dare I say that there is a vacuum in your life?  I do not know you.  But in all honesty, in the quiet of your own heart, if you do not know Jesus Christ, you are saying today, "Yes, there is a vacuum; I am not satisfied with my life."  And you never will be until you invite Christ to show you the very purpose for which He created you.  There is no one else who ever lived who can do this -- no religion, no philosophy, no man.  Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me" (John 14:6).  As you are introduced to Him, He will show you that purpose for which He created you.

Gives Peace
Jesus alone can pardon sin.  Jesus alone can give purpose to life.  Third, Jesus of Nazareth is the only One who can give you peace.  He is the Prince of Peace.  There will never be peace in the individual heart or at the peace tables of the world until the Prince 

of Peace reigns supreme in the hearts of men.  In John 14:27, Jesus says, "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you.  Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful."  In Matthew 11:28, He says, "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest."

Perhaps you are now experiencing fears and frustrations in your life.  Perhaps you are worried about your grades, your social life, your 

finances, problems in your home.  You say, "Of course.  Everyone has these problems."  Yes, and the Christian is not exempt.  Becoming a Christian does not mean that you will suddenly be ushered into a utopian situation, but rather you will have One with you who said, "Peace, be still; lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world, upon every occasion and at all times I am with you.  I will never leave you, nor forsake you.  My peace I give you."

Some time ago I was asked to be one of the speakers at an International Christian Leadership Conference in Washington, D.C.  On this occasion I was speaking at a conference of which the famous Presidential Prayer Breakfast is a part.  A young naval commander who was representing the Pentagon at the breakfast was an old fraternity brother and debate colleague of mine during my college days.  He sought me out and we talked together.  He told me the story of a tragedy that had recently taken place in his life through the loss of a child.  He asked if I would come and talk with him and his dear wife. 

As we talked together that evening, they both invited Jesus Christ to be their Savior and Lord.  As Christ came into their lives, they experienced a wonderful peace.  Their lives were changed.The following year I was invited to return to Washington where again I had the privilege of participating in the International Christian Leadership program.  Again my commander friend was present, representing the Pentagon.  Tragedy of tragedies, he told me that shortly after my previous visit, another of their children became ill.  She had cancer of the nervous system, which resulted in her death.  I shall never forget that day as Frank and I talked together.  With a warm, understanding smile, he said, "Though I do not understand it, as dearly as we loved our little child and as much as we hated to see her go, during the time of her illness and after she was gone, the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ was so real!  We do not understand it, but through it all we had a peace that passes all knowledge."

Gives Power
Heartache and sorrow will come into your life, too, but Christ, the Prince of Peace, waits to sit upon the throne of your life and to give you His pardon, His purpose and His peace.  Yet even 

pardon, purpose, and peace are not all that Christ can give, for Jesus of Nazareth is the only One who can give you power to live a new life.

Frequently men and women will say to me, "I would like to become a Christian, but if I do, I am sure that I will never be able to live the life.  You don't know the mistakes that I have made, the resentments that I have, the tendencies to sin, the immorality, the heavy drinking, the cruel tongue and many, many other problems.  I do not believe I could live the Christian life."

But as these people have given their lives to Christ, they have discovered that the Christian life is a supernatural life.  You and I cannot live it, no matter how good we are.  Jesus Christ literally comes to live within us, and He lives His life in and through us.  Therefore, it is no longer what we do, but what He does, because He is the One who provides the power and we are merely the instruments through which He releases that power.

This is what Jesus taught a man named Nicodemus who came to see Him one night (John 3:1-21).  Nicodemus was a ruler of the Jews.  He was a good, moral and ethical religious leader.  He asked Christ, "Rabbi, (meaning Teacher), we know that you have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him."  

Jesus said to Nicodemus, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."  Nicodemus did not know what He meant.

He asked if he must enter his mother's womb the second time to be born.  Jesus replied, in essence, "No, you are born once in the flesh, but in order to enter the kingdom of God you must be born of the Spirit."  You see, we are born with a physical body to live on a physical plane.  But the kingdom of God is a spiritual kingdom and God is a spiritual being.  If we are to have fellowship with Him, we must become spiritual creatures.

Picture a caterpillar crawling in the dirt.  It is an ugly, hairy worm.  If you could communicate with this caterpillar, you might say, "Why do you crawl in the dirt?  Why don't you fly like the butterfly?"  No doubt it would reply, "It is impossible for me to fly for I am earthbound; I can only crawl in the dust."  Then you must suggest, "Let us perform an operation.  We will attach some butterfly wings to your body."  But that would do no good.  Then you could say, "Why don't you take a course in aviation?  Then you will be able to fly."  But all this is to no avail.

So it is with people who try to become Christians by good works, such as good conduct, church attendance, reading the Bible, praying, etc. -- rather than the way of the new birth, as Jesus commanded.

One day the caterpillar weaves about its body a cocoon, and later, out of that cocoon, emerges a beautiful butterfly.  We do not understand fully what has taken place.  We only know that where once a worm crawled in the dust, now a butterfly soars in the heavens.  So it is in the life of a Christian; this new birth 

takes place when Jesus of Nazareth, the risen Lord and Savior, comes to live within you.

Intellect, Emotions and Will

I said earlier that there is a throne in every life.  If you are on that throne deciding what to do with your life, it is quite likely that you are not a Christian.  Christ knocks at the door.  In Revelation 3:20 He says, "Behold, I stand at the door (the door of your heart, will, intellect, and 

emotions) and knock."  

He promises, "If you will open the door, I will come in and have fellowship with you and you with Me."  The Bible says that as many as receive Jesus, to them God gives the power to become His sons.  And if any man is in Christ, or if Christ is in any man, he is a new creature; old things are passed away and all things are new.  Commitment to Christ involves the surrender of the intellect, the emotions and the will -- the total person.  

Let us say for the sake of illustration that you had heard many fine compliments about a certain person of the opposite sex.  You could hardly wait to meet that person.  The actual meeting was even more exciting.  Intellectually you liked what you saw -- liked everything about him or her.  Was this enough to launch a marriage?  No.  There is more to marriage than mutual respect and admiration.

As you spent more and more time together, you became better acquainted.  Then it happened.  Cupid found his mark, and you were in love.  Is this marriage?  No.  There is more to marriage than the intellect and the emotions.  One day you become engaged and the wedding day arrives.  How exciting!  

Intellectually, you believe that he or she is the most wonderful person in all of the world.  Emotionally, your heart beats twice as fast when you are together; but now something even more important is about to take place.  As the two of you exchange vows before the minister (or the one in the place of authority), you commit your wills, one to the other.  The marriage is not a true marriage if there is no mutual giving of one to the other.  There you have it -- a marriage relationship involves the intellect, the heart and the will.

So it is in becoming a Christian -- one must give himself wholly to Christ -- intellect, emotions and will.

Someone may say, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  I believe that He died for my sins.  Why, I have believed this all of my life.  Am I not a Christian?"  Not if that person has refused to yield his will to Him.  Another may say, "I remember when I heard a wonderful sermon at a youth retreat or during a special series of meetings in our church.  My heart was stirred and I had a great emotional experience.  I even responded to the invitation to go forward for counsel.  Am I not a Christian?"  Not if that person has never relinquished the throne of his life, his will, to Christ.  Still another may say, "I go to church regularly, I read my Bible and pray daily.  I try to live a good life.  Am I not a Christian?"  Not unless he has surrendered his will to Christ.

The surrender of the will is the key to becoming a Christian and the secret to living a victorious Christian life.

An outstanding young athlete and social leader wanted to become a Christian, but like so many, he was afraid to surrender his will to the will of God.  He had worked out detailed plans for his life but was reluctant to become a Christian for fear God would change those plans.

As we talked together, I explained that God loved him dearly -- so much that He sent His only begotten Son to die on the cross for his sins and that God had a wonderful plan for his life.  I asked, "Don't you think you can trust One who loves you this much and who is infinitely wiser than any man?"

"I had not thought of it that way," he said.  "I will trust Him."

As we prayed together, he invited Christ into his heart as Savior and Lord.  Yes, his life was changed.  But you may be sure that he has no regrets, for he is now devoting all of his time to challenging others to become Christians also.

Your Opportunity
At this moment, if you have not already received Christ as your Savior and Lord, Jesus is knocking at the door of your heart (your intellect, your emotions, your will -- your total personality).  Will you, in the quiet of this moment, surrender your will to Him?  Invite Him to come into your life to live His life in you, to pardon your sin, to give purpose to your life, to give you His peace and power.

Though the Lord is "not willing that any should perish," (2 Peter 3:9), He will not force His way into your life.  He comes only by personal invitation.  Just deciding to do something is not enough.  All decisions are valueless until accompanied by action.

Bow your head just now and in this moment of decision, pray:  "Lord Jesus, come into my life.  Pardon my sin.  I surrender my will -- the throne of my life -- to You.  Show me Your purpose for my life.  Give me Your peace and power that I may please and honor You.  Amen!"

According to Scripture we are promised, "As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God" (John 1:12).  When you receive Christ, you become a child of God.  We are also told in 1 John 5:11,12, "God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son, has the life."  When you receive Christ, you have eternal life here and now.  

As you receive Christ into your life, you begin the great adventure for which He created you.  And as you continue in obedience to His commands, you will experience the fulfillment of His promise of an abundant life.  May I encourage you to study the Word of God, the Bible, diligently and to become active in the vital Christian fellowship of a local church?

The Ten Basic Steps Toward Christian Maturity have helped thousands of students and adults to a more vital and fruitful relationship with Christ.  Daily study of this material will prove rewarding to you also.  May God bless and keep you in this great adventure with Christ our Savior.


THE LIFE THAT CHANGED THE COURSE


OF HISTORY
Jesus of Nazareth was born over 1990 years ago.  For hundreds of years the great prophets of Israel foretold His coming.  The Old Testament, which was written by many individuals over a period of 1500 years, contains over 300 references to His coming.  At the age of 30, He began His public ministry.  Time will not allow for detail except to say that in the 3 years that followed, He gave man the formula for a full and abundant life and for the life to come.

The life Jesus led, the miracles He performed, the words He spoke, His death on the cross, His resurrection, His ascent into Heaven, all point to the fact that He was not mere man but more than man, as He Himself claimed to be.  "I and My Father are One" (John 10:30).  "He that hath seen me hath seen the Father" (John 14:9).

Arnold Toynbee, the most eminent historian of our day, has given more space to Jesus of Nazareth than to any other six great men who ever lived combined, including Mohammed, Buddha, Caesar, Napolean, George Washington, etc.

The Encyclopedia Britannica gave over 20,000 words to Jesus.  Thinking men of all lands and religions who have the opportunity to investigate the evidence will agree that Jesus is the greatest person that the world has ever known.  They will agree that He is the greatest leader and influence for good the world has ever had.

It is interesting to consider that Jesus claimed to be God.  He claimed to be the author of a new way of life.  Interestingly enough, wherever this message has gone, new life, new hope, and purpose for living have resulted.  


WHO CHRIST IS, AND WHAT HE HAS DONE
Christ is the exact likeness of the unseen God.  He existed before God made anything at all, and, in fact, Christ Himself is the Creator who made everything in heaven and earth, the things we can see and the things we can't; the spirit world with its kings and kingdoms, its rulers and authorities; all were made by Christ for His own use and glory.  He was before all else began and it is His power that holds everything together.  He is the Head of the body made up of His people -- that is, His church -- which He began; and He is the Leader of all those who arise from the dead, so that He is first in everything; for God wanted all of Himself to be in His Son.

It was through what His Son did that God cleared a path for everything to come to Him -- all things in heaven and on earth -- for Christ's death on the cross has made peace with God for all by His blood.  This includes you who were once so far away from God.  You were His enemies and hated Him and were separated from Him by your evil thoughts and actions, yet now He has brought you back as His friends.  He has done this through the death on the cross of His own human body, and now as a result Christ has brought you into the very presence of God, and you are standing there before Him with nothing left against you -- nothing left that He could even chide you for; the only condition is that you fully believe the truth, standing in it steadfast and firm, strong in the Lord, convinced of the Good News that Jesus died for you, and never shifting from trusting Him to save you.  This is the wonderful news that came to each of you and is now spreading all over the world. (Colossians 1:15-20 Living Bible).


LESSON ONE


WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?
Introduction
OBJECTIVE:  To personally recognize Jesus Christ as the Son of God.

TO MEMORIZE:  John 14:6

It has been said that if one could know what would occur five minutes in the future, he would need but two weeks to rule the world.  The Bible miraculously foretells hundreds of events.  Minute details are recorded.  In many cases, prophecies preceded their fulfillment by hundreds, sometimes thousand of years.  Some prophecies related to specific individuals.

Jesus Christ is the subject of more than 300 Old Testament prophecies.  His birth nearly 2,000 years ago and events of His life had been foretold by many individual prophets over a period of 1,500 years.  History confirms that even the smallest detail came about just as predicted.  It confirms beyond a doubt that Jesus is the true Messiah, the Son of God and Savior of the world.

The following are some amazing predictions concerning Jesus Christ, together with the record of their fulfillment:


His birth:  Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18, 22, 23.


His birthplace:  Micah 5:2; Luke 2:4, 6, 7.


His childhood in Egypt:  Hosea 11:1; Matthew 2:14, 15.


The purpose for His death:  Isaiah 53:4-6; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24.


His betrayal:  Zechariah 11:12, 13; 13:6; Matthew 26:14-16; 27:3-10.


His crucifixion:  Psalm 22; Matthew 27.


His resurrection:  Psalm 16:9, 10; Acts 2:31.

Bible Study
A.
Jesus's claims concerning who He is:



State in your words the claims Christ made concerning Himself in the following verses:


1.  John 10:30________________________________________________________________



What did those who heard what Jesus said understand Him to mean?(10:31-33)     ______________________________________________________________________


2.  John 14:6_____________________________________________________________


3.  John 14:7______________________________________________________________ 


4.  John 14:8,9_______________________________________________________________


5.  Matthew 28:18 _________________________________________________________________

B.  What others said about who He was:


1.  His followers:



Peter (Matthew 16:13-16)_____________________________________________________



How did Christ respond to what Peter said (v.17)___________________________



Martha (John 11:27) ___________________________________________________



Thomas (John 20:26-28)______________________________________________________



How does Christ's response to what Thomas said (v.29) apply to you? ____



__________________________________________________________________


2.  His enemies:



John 10:33_______________________________________________________________


JESUS CLAIMED TO BE GOD

Two Alternatives



His claims were FALSE.





His claims were TRUE.




Two Alternatives







He is Lord.


He knew His


He did not  




   Two Alternatives


claims were


know His 


false.



claims were 




You can



    You can







false.





ACCEPT





    REJECT


He made a



He was


deliberate


sincerely


misrepre-



deluded.


sentation.


He was a



He was a


LIAR.



LUNATIC.

C.  Importance of the truth about His identity


According to the above passages, Jesus claimed actually to be God.  He made the kinds of claims that only a person who presumed he was God would make and He was termed God by both friends and enemies without ever attempting to deny it.  He even commended His followers for thinking thus.


1.
Suppose Jesus Christ were not God.  If He knew He was not God and that none of those claims were true, what could we conclude about Him?__________________________________ _____________________________________________________________


2.
Suppose Jesus were sincerely wrong.  Suppose He sincerely believed all these fantastic claims, even though they were not true.  What could we conclude about Him?_______________________________________________________


3.
Do either of the above answers make sense to you?_____________________________________ __________________________________________________________________



Why or why not?_______________________________________________ 


4.
Who do you believe Jesus is and on what do you base that belief? ______



__________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
Why is it important that you personally recognize Jesus Christ for who He really is?_______________________________________________________________


2.
Have you invited Jesus Christ into your life?  (See "Your Opportunity." p.10)_______


3.
What changes do you expect to experience in your life as a result of your trusting Christ?_____________________________________________________________


"A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said wouldn't be a great moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic on the level with a man who says he is a poached egg, or else he would be the devil of hell; you must take your choice.  Either this was and is the Son of God, or else a mad man or something worse.  You can shut Him up for a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.  But don't come up with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great moral teacher.  He hasn't left that alternative open to us."


- C.S. Lewis, Professor of Literaturre at Oxford


LESSON TWO


THE EARTHLY LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST

Introduction
OBJECTIVE:  To see that Christ's earthly life confirmed His deity.

TO MEMORIZE:  John 1:12

Bible Study
A.  The entrance of Jesus Christ into the world


1.
On the basis of His statement in John 17:5, where was Jesus Christ before He came into the world?                                  ___________________________________________


2.
Read Matthew 1:18-23.  In your own words summarize the circumstances which surrounded Jesus' birth.                                                                         _________________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________________


The New Testament passes over the next 30 years of Jesus' life almost in silence.  Apparently the gospel writers were more anxious to portray what kind of man Jesus was than to give us a chronological biography.

B.  The character of Jesus Christ:


What do you learn about Jesus' character from the following:



Mark 1:40-42 _____________________________________________________



Luke 23:33,34 ____________________________________________________



John 2:13-17 ______________________________________________________



John 13:1-5 _______________________________________________________


2.
"The character of Jesus has not only been the highest pattern of virtue, but the strongest incentive to its practice, and has exerted so deep an influence that it may be truly said that the simple record of three short years of active life has done more to regenerate and to soften mankind than all the disquisitions of philosophers and than all the exhortations of moralists."


W. E. H. Lecky, History of European Morals

C.  Jesus Christ as a teacher:


1.
What was some of the content of Christ's teaching about:



a.  The new birth in John 3:1-8 ______________________________________



b.  His claims about Himself?




John 10:11 ____________________________________________________




John 13:13,14 _________________________________________________




John 15:1,5 ___________________________________________________




Matthew 5:17 _________________________________________________




John 11:25,26 _________________________________________________




Which of these claims do you feel is most important and why? ______




______________________________________________________________



c.  His demands of those who would follow Him?





Mark 8:38 ________________________________________________





Matthew 9:9 ______________________________________________





Matthew 11:29 ____________________________________________





Luke 9:23 ________________________________________________





Matthew 19:28 ____________________________________________



Which of these demands do you find it easiest to follow? _______________



__________________________________________________________________



How do you think Jesus wants you to deal with the difficult ones? _______



__________________________________________________________________


2.
Read carefully Matthew 7:7-12 from the Sermon on the Mount.  In what verse do you find the following teaching methods illustrated?



Effective repetition of ideas _________________________________________



Relevant illustrations _______________________________________________



Practical application ________________________________________________



Clear summarization _______________________________________________


3.
What was even more important than Christ's effective teaching methods (Matthew 7:29)?________________________________________________________________



Where did He get this authority (John 12:49,50) _______________________



___________________________________________________________

Life Application

Give at least three reasons you feel you can trust Jesus' teachings:


(1)_________________________________________________________________________________________


(2)_________________________________________________________________________________________


(3)_________________________________________________________________________________________


LESSON THREE


THE DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST
Introduction
OBJECTIVE:
To understand the meaning of Christ's death on the cross; and the importance of receiving Christ as Savior and Lord.

TO MEMORIZE:  Romans 5:8

NOTE:  The Bible teaches that death means separation, not cessation of existence.  Physical death is separation of the soul (the immaterial or spiritual part of man) from the body (the material part of man) with the resulting decomposition of the body.  Spiritual death is the separation of man from God.  Both physical and spiritual death are the results of sin.

Actually man was created to have fellowship with God, but because of his stubborn self-will, he chose to go his own independent way, and the fellowship was broken.  Remember the floor lamp illustration?  Pull the plug from the socket and the light goes out.  This is what the Bible says has happened to man.

The results of this separation are not only gross sins like murder, immorality, stealing, etc., but also worry, irritability, lack of purpose in life, frustration, desire to escape reality and fear of death.  These and many other conditions are evidence that man is cut off from God, the only One who can give him the power to live an abundant life.

Bible Study
A.  The need for the death of Jesus Christ:


1.
Read carefully Romans 3:10-12 and 3:23.  



How many times does the writer use terms like "all," "none," or their equivalents?_______________________________________________________



Why do you think he repeats these terms so much? ____________________



What does this tell you about moral, respectable people?                   __________________________________________________________________


2.  What is the result of sin (Romans 6:23)? ______________________________

B.  The result of death of Christ:


1.
Read 2 Corinthians 5:21 carefully.



How good does it say Christ was? ___________________________________



But what happened to Him when He died? ___________________________



What was the result for you? ________________________________________


2.
How did Christ feel about such a death (Hebrews 12:2)? _______________


3.
What did Christ teach concerning His death (Mark 8:31,32)? ____________



___________________________________________________________________


4.
Why did He die for us (1 Peter 3:18)? _______________________________

C.  Significance of the death of Christ:


1.
What is the only thing we can do to make sure that the death of Christ applies to us so we can be saved (Acts 16:31)? ______________________________


2. 
Why can't we work for salvation (Ephesians 2:8,9) _____________________

Life Application

1.
Read John 3:18 carefully.



What two kinds of people are described here? ________________________



What is the only reason that one kind is condemned? __________________



According to what the Bible says here, are you condemned or unmcondemned? 



__________________________________________________________________


2.
According to 1 John 5:11,12, do you have eternal life? _________________



(Do not confuse 1 John, the Epistle, near the end of the New Testament, with the Gospel of John.)


3.
According to that same passage, how can you know? ____________________



________________________________________________


4.
Have you made the decision to accept Christ's death on the cross for you, and have you accepted Him into your life as Savior and Lord? _____________


LESSON FOUR


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
Introduction
OBJECTIVE:
To recognize the importance of Christ's resurrection, and how it relates to us personally.

TO MEMORIZE:  1 Corinthians 15:3,4.

Jesus' crucifixion had apparently disbanded and demoralized His followers.  That little band was now terror-stricken and scattered.  His enemies were celebrating their victory.  But three days after His crucifixion and a miracle occurred:  Jesus rose from the dead.

Within a few weeks His once cowardly followers were fearlessly proclaiming His resurrection, a fact that changed the entire course of history.  Followers of Jesus Christ were not those who followed the ethical code of a dead founder, but rather those who had vital contact with a living Lord.  Jesus Christ lives today, and anxiously waits to work in the lives of those who will trust Him.


THE REAL DIFFERENCE
"The great difference between present-day Christianity and that of which we read in these letters is that to us it is primarily a performance, to them it was a real experience.  We are likely to reduce the Christian religion to a code, or at best a rule of heart and life.  To these men it is quite plainly the invasion of their lives by a new quality of life altogether.  They do not hesitate to describe this as Christ 'living in' them.

"Mere moral reformation will hardly explain the transformation and the exuberant vitality of these men's lives -- even if we could prove a motive for such reformation, and certainly the world around offered little encouragement to the early Christians!  We are practically driven to accept their own explanation, which is that their little human lives had, through Christ, been linked up with the very life of God.

"Many Christians today talk about the 'difficulties of our times' as though we should have to wait for better ones before the Christian religion can take root.  It is heartening to remember that this faith took root and flourished amazingly in conditions that would have killed anything less vital in a matter of weeks."These early Christians were on fire with the conviction that they had become, through Christ, literally sons of God; they were pioneers of a new humanity, founders of a new kingdom.  They still speak to us across the centuries.  Perhaps if we believed what they believed, we might achieve what they achieve."

J. B. Phillips, Foreword to Letters to Young Churches
Bible Study
A.  Four proofs that Jesus actually rose from the dead


1.
First Proof:  The resurrection was foretold by Jesus Christ, the Son of God.



What had Jesus told His disciples in Luke 18:31-33? ___________________



__________________________________________________________________ 



If Jesus had clearly stated He would rise from the dead, and then had failed to do so, what would this say about Him? _______________________________


2.
Second Proof:  The resurrection of Christ is the only reasonable explanation for the empty tomb.



What did Jesus' friends do to make certain His body would not be taken (Mark 15:46)?____________________________________________________________


What did Jesus's enemies do to make sure His body would not be taken (Matthew 27:62-66)? _____________________________


 ___________________________________



But on Sunday morning the tomb was EMPTY!

NOTE:  If Jesus had not been killed, but only weakened and wounded by crucifixion, the stone and the soldiers would have prevented His escape from the tomb.  If Jesus' friends had tried to steal His body, 


the stone and the soldiers would likewise have prevented them.  Jesus' enemies would never have taken the body since absence of His body from the tomb would only serve to encourage belief in His resurrection.  Only His resurrection can account for the empty tomb!

3.
Third Proof:  The resurrection is the only reasonable explanation for the appearance of Jesus Christ to His disciples.



List all the individuals or groups who actually saw the risen Christ, according to what the apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:4-8:



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



If Christ did not rise from the dead, what should we then conclude about all these witnesses (1 Corinthians 15:15)? ________________________________ 



Does the above answer make sense to you? __________________________



Why or why not? __________________________________________________



What else would be true, if Christ did not rise from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:17)? ___________________________________________________________



When Christ appeared to His followers, what things did He do to prove it was not an hallucination (Luke 24:36-43)? ___________________________________


4.
Fourth Proof:  The resurrection is the only reasonable explanation for the beginning of the Christian church.



Within a few weeks after Jesus' resurrection, Peter preached at Pentecost, and the Christian church began.



What was the main subject of his sermon (Acts 2:14-36)? _______________



__________________________________________________________________



If Jesus' body were still in the tomb, how do you think his audience would have responded to this sermon? __________________________________________



But how did they respond (Acts 2:37,38,41,42)? _______________________ 

B.  The results of the resurrection


1.  What does the resurrection tell us about:



a.
Jesus Christ (Romans 1:4)? _____________________________________ 



b.
The power of God can now exercise in our lives (Ephesians 1:19,20)? _________________________________________________________



c.
What will eventually happen to our bodies (Philippians 3:21)?_______




______________________________________________________________



2.
If we can believe the miracle of the resurrection, why do you think it would be logical to believe in all the other miracles Jesus performed?



__________________________________________________________________

Life Application

Hebrews 13:8 says Jesus is the same today and can transform your life.


1.
How can your life be different if you allow Jesus to transform it? ________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
How do you think His "resurrection life" can be seen in you on a daily basis?_____________________________________________________________


3.
How would your life be different from what it is if Jesus had not risen from the dead?_____________________________________________________________


Thomas Arnold, for 14 years the renowned headmaster of Rugby, author of the famous three-volume History of Rome, and a man appointed to the chair of Modern History at Oxford, gave the following testimony to his own persuasion of the historic trustworthiness of the resurrection narrative:


"The evidence for our Lord's life and death and resurrection may be, and often has been, shown to be satisfactory; it is good according to the common rules for distinguishing good evidence from bad.  Thousands and tens of thousands of persons have gone through it piece by piece, as carefully as every judge summing up a most important case.  I have myself done it many times over, not to persuade others but to satisfy myself.  I have been used for many years to study the histories of other times, and to examine and with the evidence of those who have written about them, and I know of no one fact in the history of mankind which is proved by better and fuller evidence of every sort, to the understanding of a fair inquirer, than the great sign which God hath given us that Christ died and rose again from the dead."

LESSON FIVE


JESUS CHRIST LIVING IN THE CHRISTIAN
Introduction
OBJECTIVE:  To show the importance of total surrender to Christ.

TO MEMORIZE:  Revelation 3:20.

Note that Chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation are addressed to churches.  This serves to emphasize the fact that merely to be a church member offers no guarantee of a right relationship with Jesus Christ.  Notice in Revelation 3:20 that the reference is to individuals, not to a group as a whole.  "If anyone hears, I will come in to him, and eat with him, and he with Me."

When you invite Jesus Christ to come into your heart and life to be your Savior and Lord, confessing your sin and need of forgiveness, He answers your prayer.  He enters your heart and life.  Why?

One of the main reasons is so that He can empower you.  The Christian life is more than difficult; it is humanly impossible.  Jesus Christ alone can live it.  When He is within you, He wants to live the Christian life that only He can live through you.  He wants to think with your mind, express Himself through your emotions, and speak through your voice, though you may be unconscious of it.

Thus the Christian life is not the Christian trying to imitate Christ.  It is Christ imparting His life to and living His life through the Christian.  The Christian life is not what you do for Christ; it is what He does for and through you.  The Christ-controlled life always produces the fruit of the Spirit as listed in Galatians 5:22-23.



-Love







-Christ centered



-Joy








-Empowered by Holy Spirit



-Peace







-Introduces others to Christ



-Patience







-Effective prayer life



-Kindness







-Understands God's Word



-Faithfulness






-Trusts God



-Goodness







-Obeys God

Bible Study
A.  The need for Jesus Christ to live in the Christian:


1.
What do you think Jesus was not willing to entrust to men and why not (John 2:24,25)?__________________________________________________________


2.
What kinds of things are in our hearts (Mark 7:21,22)? ________________



__________________________________________________________________


3.
How did the apostle Paul, one of the world's greatest Christians, evaluate his human nature (Romans 7:18)? ______________________________________


4.
What is our condition apart from Jesus Christ (John 15:4,5)? ___________



____________________________________________________________

B.  The fact that Jesus Christ lives in the Christian:


1.
Paraphrase Revelation 3:20 (restate in your own words) ________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



NOTE:  The word "sup" in some translations is Old English for "eat" or "dine" --hence the idea of "fellowship" in its original meaning.


2.
What guarantee does Jesus Christ give in this verse, and how can we believe Him?_____________________________________________________________


3.
How do you know that Jesus Christ has entered your life? _____________



__________________________________________________________________


4.
How do you know Jesus Christ will never leave you, even if you sin (Hebrews 13:5)?_____________________________________________________________


5.
But if you do sin, how can you renew your fellowship with Him (1 John 1:9)?______________________________________________________________



NOTE:  "Salvation" differs from "fellowship."  Salvation is being forgiven of sins and having eternal life.  Fellowship with Christ is our daily relationship, or communion with Him.  Through sin we often lose our fellowship.  In the same way, a child may lose fellowship with his father through disobedience, but does not lose his relationship as a son.  See also John 10:27-29.

C.  Jesus Christ at home within the Christian:


When Jesus Christ is within us, what can He do as we face the following problems:


1.
Emptiness (John 6:35)? ____________________________________________


2.
Anxiety (John 14:27)? ________________________________________


3.
Unhappiness (John 15:11)? _________________________________________


4.
Lack of power (Philippians 4:13)? ___________________________________

Life Application

1.
What must we do so that He can live His victorious life through us (Romans 6:13; 12:1,3)? ______________________________________________________


2.
Read and meditate on John 3:16.  On the basis of this verse, why do you think we should give control of our lives to God? _____________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________

As non-Christians or carnal Christians examine their lives, they find that they are filled with many areas of activity -- studies, finances, social life, home life, business, travel -- but with no real purpose or meaning.  The reason is that such individuals control these areas themselves, instead of allowing Jesus Christ to control them.

There is a throne in each life (see diagram).  Until Jesus Christ comes into a life, the self, or the person's own ego, is on the throne.  But when Jesus comes in, He wants to assume His place of authority on this throne.  You must step down and relinquish the authority of your life to Him .  As you can see from the diagram, when Christ becomes the controller of your life, He becomes Lord of every activity, and that results in purpose and harmony.


LESSON SIX


THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Introduction
OBJECTIVE:  To show the importance of the church in the Christian's life.

TO MEMORIZE:  Hebrews 10:25.

Bible Study

The Bible describes the church in two senses:  (1) as the universal church, which refers to all true Christians, and (2) as the local church, which is an individual group of Christians who gather for worship, instruction and mutual encouragement.

A.  The universal church


1.  Paul frequently compares the church to a body.



Who is the only head (Ephesians 5:23)? ______________________________



Who are the members (1 Corinthians 12:27)? _________________________


2.
How does Christ see the church (1 Corinthians 12:12,13)? ______________



__________________________________________________________________


3.
As members of His body, how should we feel toward each other (1 Corinthians 12:25,26)?_________________________________________________________



Name some specific ways we can express these feelings. ________________



__________________________________________________________________


4.  Read carefully Acts 1:5-11.



According to verse 8, what is to be the church's great concern? _________ ______________________________________________________________________



Where does the Bible say Jesus went physically (v. 9)? __________________



Describe in your own words how Jesus will come again for His church (verse 11)._______________________________________________________________



Who knows when that will be (v. 7)?  (See also Mark 12:32,33) ______



__________________________________________________________________

The Bible teaches that though Jesus is spiritually present in our hearts, He is also with God the Father in heaven.  In the future, He will return to judge the world and rule the nations (Matthew 25:31,32; 24:36).  In the meantime, the church is to be His witness on earth and bring as many people as possible into a living relationship with Him.


5.  In light of this, what should be one of your main purposes while here on earth?________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________ 

B. The local church


1.
What are Christians not to do (Hebrews 10:25)? ______________________ 



NOTE:  The "assembling of ourselves together" refers to the regular meeting of the local church.  The Bible commands Christians to attend church regularly.


2.
We are saved by faith.  But the church has two simple, yet meaningful, ordinances we are to observe -- "baptism" and "communion."



According to Matthew 28:18,19, why should we be baptized? ____________ __________________________________________________________________



What is the purpose of the communion service (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)?   



__________________________________________________________________


3.
Write your own one-sentence description of each of the following local churches:



The church in Jerusalem (Acts 4:32,33) ______________________________



__________________________________________________________________



The church in Thessalonica (1 Thessalonians 1:6-10) ___________________



__________________________________________________________________



The church in Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-17) _________________________ 



__________________________________________________________________



As this shows, some New Testament churches were dynamic; others powerless.  So it is today.  Not all churches are vital churches, and great variety exists even within a single denomination.  In order to stimulate your Christian growth, you should attend a church that exalts Christ, teaches the Bible, explains clearly what a Christian is and how to become one, and provides vital fellowship.

Life Application

1.
Give at least two reasons it is important for us to be a part of a local church.



____________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
If you are not involved in a local church, what kind of church will you seek and when will you begin attending? _______________________________________


LESSON SEVEN


RECAP
Review verses memorized.
What do you think is the most important way in which Jesus Christ is different from other people? 

___________________________________________________________________

Who is Jesus Christ to you? ________________________________________________ 

Why do you suppose Jesus' enemies did not want to believe His claims about who He 

was?______________________________________________________________________

What does it mean to you now to have Jesus living within you? _________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

How does your present relationship with Christ correspond to your present relationship with your 

local church? ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

How should it? ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

