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THE OBEDIENT CHRISTIAN

Jesus refers to Himself in John 15 as the vine and to the Christian as a branch.  "Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me" (John 15:4).  To abide is to obey.  The obedient Christian abides in Christ and bears much fruit for His glory.



"The one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked" (1 John 2:6).



"He who has My commandments, and keeps them, he it is who loves Me..." (John 14:21).

"The world has yet to see what God can do in and through and for one individual who is completely yielded to the Lord Jesus Christ."  This was the challenge that inspired Dwight L. Moody to say, "I want to be that man."  God used him, as He used no other man of his time, to reach multitudes.


LESSON ONE


OBEDIENCE AND THE RESULTS 


OF DOING GOD'S WILL
Introduction
OBJECTIVE:
To desire following God's will above all else.

TO MEMORIZE:  John 14:21.

TO READ:
Romans 1 and 2.


The true test of our love for Christ is obedience.  Jesus said, "He who has My commandments, and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him" (John 14:21).



Just as there are physical laws that govern our physical lives, so are there spiritual laws that govern our spiritual lives.  It is only as we are obedient to these laws that we are free.  Jesus said that He had come to give us a more abundant life (John 10:10).  Satan tempts you to violate the laws of the Spirit, which are confirmed by the Word of God and our hearts.  Satan is the enemy of men's souls.  Yet, though he wields great power, he cannot defeat us if we are completely yielded and obedient to Christ.



A successful athlete must be obedient to certain regulations.  The same applies to doctors, lawyers, teachers, farmers, etc., if they are to be successful in their chosen endeavors.  How then can a Christian expect to be an effective and fruitful witness unless he is obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ and to His Word (1 John 2:6, 15-17)?



Some are reluctant to trust God completely with their lives, fearing that He may wish to make a change in their plans.  What if He does?  Is it not logical that the one who created us knows better than we that purpose for which we were created; and since He loves us enough to die for us, is it not logical to believe that His way is best (Romans 8:32)?  Obedience is the true test of our love for Christ.

Bible Study
A.
Disobedience of King Saul


Read 1 Samuel 15.


1.
What was God's command to Saul through Samuel?                                  __________________________________________________________________


2.
How did Saul comply?                                                                   __________________________________________________________________


3.  Summarize the results:  


 
__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


4.
The main principle illustrated is stated in verse 22.  What is it?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

B.
Obedience of Paul


Read Acts 9:1-22.


1.
What was God's command to Paul?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
How did he comply?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


3.
Summarize the results listed in this passage:



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


4.
How do you think Paul's obedience illustrates the truth of the principle listed in A.4 above?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

C.  Obedience of Ananias -- and its effect                                                   


1.
What was God's command to Ananias?                                              



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
What human reaction did Ananias exhibit?                                           



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


3.
How did he finally respond?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


4.
How did his simple obedience indirectly influence us?                               



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
How would you have felt in Ananias' place?                                         



__________________________________________________________________


2.
What is the most important thing this lesson teaches you about obedience?       



__________________________________________________________________


3.
What specific area of weakness in your life do you need to bring into obedience to Christ?



__________________________________________________________________


LESSON TWO


OBEDIENCE AND PERSONAL PURITY
Introduction
OBJECTIVE:  To desire a holy life.

TO MEMORIZE:  1 Corinthians 6:18.

TO READ:  Romans 3 and 4.


Few areas of life are more important than our relationship to the opposite sex, and few areas are so exposed to temptation.  

The purpose of this lesson is:


1.
To show that immorality originates in the mind, and that God must give us victory there by His Holy Spirit.


2.
To show that the Bible teaches that the sexual relationship can be a source of enjoyment and blessing when confined to the proper area -- marriage.  The Bible never pictures sex as sinful, distasteful or dirty.  Just as fire may be a great benefit to man, but can bring havoc when used improperly, so is sex a great blessing, but it can ruin a life when abusively indulged.


3.
To show that our gracious God forgives and cleanses in this area as He does in all others, so that we need carry no unnecessary load of guilt.


4.
To show that in all our conduct toward the opposite sex we must set the highest example, and give no occasion for others to doubt our testimony.

Bible Study
A.
Purity and the mind


1.
What does Christ say of impure thought (Matthew 5:27,28)?                        



__________________________________________________________________


2.
List the things on which we are to think (Philippians 4:8):                          



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

 

Why does the human mind not want to think on these things (Romans 8:7)?     



__________________________________________________________________


3.
How, then, do we obtain victory over impure thoughts (Galatians 5:16)?           



__________________________________________________________________


4.
What else should we do to avoid thinking impure thoughts (Romans 13:14)?      



__________________________________________________________________


Note:  "Temptation" is not the same as "sin" in the thought life.  Evil thoughts may pass through the mind, but sin comes from dwelling on the thought.  As an illustration:  "You can't stop birds from flying over your head, but you can stop them from building a nest in your hair."

B.
Purity and the opposite sex


1.
What does the Bible say about the sexual relationship in its proper place 



(Hebrews 13:4)? __________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
When tempted by immorality, what is a Christian to do (I Corinthians 6:18)?     



__________________________________________________________________



Why?___________________________________________________________________


3.
List some things you can know when tempted (1 Corinthians 10:13).               



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


4.
Write in your own words the warnings against immorality found in the following Scriptures:



Proverbs 6:26                                                                             __________________________________________________________________



Proverbs 6:32                                                                             __________________________________________________________________



1 Thessalonians 4:3                                                                     



__________________________________________________________________

C.
Purity and forgiveness


1.
Write in your own words what the following verses say about God's forgiveness:



Psalm 103:12                                                                            



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



Isaiah 43:25                                                                             __________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________




1 John 2:1,2                                                                             



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



Look up "propitiation" in a dictionary and write its meaning:



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



2.
What must we do to obtain God's forgiveness (1 John 1:9)?                    



__________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
What area of impurity in your life do you need to face and deal with?            



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
Choose an appropriate verse or passage from this lesson, apply it to your situation and write the result you expect to attain.                                             



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


CHRISTIANS AND QUESTIONABLE 


PRACTICES (Romans 14:21)

What is a "questionable practice?"  What determines whether I should engage in a questionable practice or not?

The Bible puts the things we do into three general classifications--things that are "wrong" (murder, immorality, drunkenness, etc.), things that are "right" (marriage, eating, worship, etc.), and things that are dependent on our own personality, the circumstance and the potential effect upon others, as to whether they are right or wrong.  It is like contrasting black, white and gray.

A questionable practice is in the third class.

We may engage in many activities with no personal harm, if we are strong Christians.  But those who follow our example may fall.  If such happens, God holds us responsible.

Such things are not usually sin in themselves, but our participation in them is to be governed by a "law of love," a consideration for others.  If our participation will weaken, or somehow lead another Christian astray or wrongly influence a non-Christian, the law of love says we should refrain.

Fortunately, the Bible is not a book of petty rules and regulations, but of broad principles which span time and culture.  The Bible will not tell a girl how long her sleeves should be, or how high the neckline on her dress.  It will not tell a young man when he should and should not kiss his date.  But it gives general principles which by the wisdom of the Holy Spirit we are to apply to our own situations.

We are to avoid two extremes -- license and legalism.  It is never safe to lay down specific rules in these areas as to what one can and cannot do.  Rather each must decide for himself on the basis of the fact that our bodies are temples of God, and that 

1 Corinthians 10:31 says, "Do all to the glory of God."


LESSON THREE


OBEDIENCE AND THE


PRIVILEGE OF SECURITY
Introduction
OBJECTIVE:  To find inner security in obedience to Christ.

TO MEMORIZE:  Matthew 6:33.

TO READ:  Romans 5 and 6.


Many people search for security and the abundant life through acquiring money and possessions, or through marriage or a career.  However, security is found only in a right relationship with almighty God.  Why set affections on the gift rather than on the giver?  He alone owns the world.  The cattle on a thousand hills are His (Psalm 50:10).  He alone can supply our every need (Philippians 4:19).  There is no security in the plan which denies God as Lord of our lives and of all that we possess.

Bible Study
A.
The rich fool


Read Luke 12:13-34.


1.
How did the man in verse 13 feel about spiritual areas of his life?               



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
Why did Jesus deny his request?

 

__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



In light of this, why do you think He denies some of our requests?

 

__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


3.
Why was the man in the parable a fool?

 

__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


4.
How do people today make the same mistake this man made?

 

__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


5.
Name some illustrations Jesus used in verses 24-28 to show the uselessness of worrying about material things.



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

B.
A follower of Christ


1.
Read Philippians 4:11-19.



How did Paul react to the lack of money?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



Where did Paul obtain the strength to face adverse circumstances?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



Study verse 19.  Why do you think God promises to supply our "needs", but not necessarily our "desires"?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
Read 1 Timothy 6:17-19.



Against what things did Paul warn the rich?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



What did he exhort them to do?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



Why?_____________________________________________________________

C.
Christ Himself


1.
In your own words, write what Jesus Christ did for us according to 



2 Corinthians 8:9.



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
Read 2 Corinthians 9:7,8.



Because of what Jesus Christ has done for us, we should be willing to invest part of our income in His work.  When we give toward His work, what should be our attitude (v. 7)?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



Note the use of the words "all" and "every" in verse 8.  Why can you be cheerful even though you may give sacrificially toward God's work?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
Think about the circumstances of your life.  What part do they play in your search for security?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
List on this chart your most important possessions and whether or not you have yielded each one to God.





POSSESSION







MINE OR GOD'S

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


LESSON FOUR


OBEDIENCE AND THE FEAR OF


WHAT MEN WILL THINK
Introduction
OBJECTIVE:  To obey God regardless of popular opinion or peer pressure.

TO MEMORIZE:  Luke 9:26.

TO READ:  Romans 7 and 8.


A sincere Christian will always take his stand for Christ among his friends.  If we yield to fear of man, Satan may ruin our testimony substantially.  If we are obedient to the leading of the Spirit of God, men and women will be won to Christ.  Which shall it be?

Bible Study
A.
Peter's renunciation


Read Matthew 26:57-75 carefully.


1.
Peter knew and loved Christ in his heart, but when it came time to openly identify himself as a follower of Christ, what did he do (verse 58)?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
Note the contrasts between Christ and Peter:



Who accused Christ (verse 59)?



___________________________________________________________________



Who accused Peter (verses 69,71)?

 

___________________________________________________________________



How did Christ answer His accusers (verse 64)?



___________________________________________________________________



How did Peter answer his accusers (verses 71-74)?



___________________________________________________________________



What happened to Christ because He told the truth (verses 67,68)?



___________________________________________________________________



What was the result when Peter told those lies (verse 75)?

 

____________________________________________________________________


3.
Some have said Christ's teachings are only for weaklings, cowards, neurotics and those who demand some kind of crutch.  As you look at the examples here of Christ and Peter how would you evaluate such a statement?



____________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________

B.
Peter's restoration


1.
After Christ's resurrection, what did the angel announce to the women in Mark 16:7? ____________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



Why did the angel single out Peter's name from the rest?



__________________________________________________________________


2.
Upon what basis can Christ restore you even though you have sinned against Him and denied Him?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

C.
Peter's transformation


1.
Less than two months later at Pentecost, Peter stood up from among the disciples to give a 
bold defense of the Christian faith to a ridiculing crowd (Acts 2:14).  What do you think made the difference?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
What shocking thing did Peter fearlessly tell the crowd (Acts 2:36)?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


3. 
And what resulted (Acts 2:37-42)?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


4.
What do Acts 1:8 and 4:8 tell us made this dramatic difference in Peter's life?

 

__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
How do you think having natural courage and boldness compares to being filled with the Holy Spirit?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
Write out Proverbs 29:25 in your own words.



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


3.
If we know and love Christ in our hearts, why must we also take a bold and open stand for Him?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


4.
How does Matthew 10:32 relate to your present attitudes?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


5.
To whom do you particularly need to confess Christ and take a bold stand for Him?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


ESTHER'S COURAGE AND OBEDIENCE
A.
Situation:  King Ahasuerus had ordered queen Vashti to appear before a great feast.  When she refused his command, he dissolved her queenship and sought a fair young virgin to take her place (Esther 1).

B.
Choice of Esther.


1.
Preparation:



a.  groomed by God -- Esther 2:7.



b.  costly planning -- Esther 2:12.



c.  favor gained -- Esther 2:15.



d.  loved and crowned -- Esther 2:17.


2.
Principle:  first chosen by God, then the king (Psalm 75:6-7).

C.
Esther's great trial -- Esther 4:8.


1.
Haman, the head of the king's princes, conspired to destroy all Jews (Esther 3:6).


2.
Mordecai, who reared Esther, urged her to go to the king in behalf of her people, the Jews.  Under the law of the land, however, to go in to the king without his request meant certain death unless the king held out his golden sceptre to indicate his approval of the visitor (Esther 4:8-11).

D.
Esther's attitude of ultimate trust -- "thus I will go in to the king, which is not according to the law, and if I perish, I perish" (Esther 4:16).


1.
We have little conception of what Esther's faithfulness meant in the face of death.  With the fate of the whole Jewish race at stake, she fulfilled her duty as Christ commanded in Mark 8:35, "...whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's, shall save it."


2.
God does not require from His children perfect understanding of the circumstances, but perfect obedience.  He assumes personal responsibility for the result when we carry out His commandments.  Esther feared God more than she feared people and because of this attitude God showed Himself strong in her behalf (2 Chronicles 16:9).

E.
Conclusion -- a faithful stand and a faithful God -- Esther 5:12.


1.
Esther approached the king in her royal apparel.  Principle of our life -- we approach the Father in the perfect imputed righteousness of the Son.


2.
The king held out the sceptre to her.  Results:



a.  her life was spared.



b.  her people were delivered.



c.  her Lord was glorified. 


LESSON FIVE


OBEDIENCE AND THE TONGUE
Introduction
OBJECTIVE:  To obey God in what we say.

TO MEMORIZE:  James 3:2.

TO READ:  Romans 9 and 10.

Bible Study

A.
Effects of the tongue


1.
Read James 3:1-13.



Though we may study our Bibles faithfully, attend Christian meetings regularly and even talk 
to our friends about Christ, one thing marks us as a really perfect (i.e., mature) Christian.



What is it?



__________________________________________________________________



What does control of the tongue here indicate?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



What does the comparison of a wicked tongue to an incorrectly handled steering mechanism on a ship imply to you?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



What does it take to start a forest fire?



__________________________________________________________________



What damage can be caused by just a few words of gossip you pass on?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

B.
Sins of the tongue


1.
Name the sins of the tongue which are condemned in the following references in Proverbs:



6:16-19



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



11:13 ____________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



15:1 _____________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



17:9 _____________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



27:2 _____________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
Read Ephesians 4:29.  How does this apply to profanity, obscene language, off-color jokes, etc.?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



What other things can you name that could be included here?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

C.
Significance of the tongue


1.
Read Matthew 12:33-37.



For what shall men give account?



__________________________________________________________________



What illustration does Christ use?



__________________________________________________________________



How does he apply it?



__________________________________________________________________



What then, is the real source of an evil tongue?



__________________________________________________________________


2.
What is the only solution for a believer (Galatians 5:16)?



__________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
How would you obey the instructions indicated in James 1:19 and 26 in your own life?______________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
Think through the attitudes expressed through your words, and ask yourself:



Is there an attitude I need to confess and make right with God?



__________________________________________________________________



What is it?



_____________________________________________________________________



Who has been affected by my words to whom I need to go and ask forgiveness?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


THE TONGUE

Warnings concerning the use of the tongue for evil.



Psalm 12:3 -- against mischief, deceit and lying.



Psalm 52:2-4 -- against flattery and pride.



Matthew 15:8 -- against lip service without life testimony.


The use of the tongue for the glory of God.



Proverbs 14:25 -- soul-winning.



Proverbs 15:4 -- a tree of life.



Colossians 3:16 -- praise.



Romans 10:9 -- confessing Christ.


The tongue and the heart in obedience.



Luke 6:45 -- "His mouth speaks from that which fills his heart."



Proverbs 23:7 -- "For as he thinks within himself, so he is."



Ephesians 6:5,6: -- True servants obey from the heart.


LESSON SIX


INSINCERE OBEDIENCE
Introduction
OBJECTIVE:

To recognize obedience that is external only, and become obedient from the heart. 

TO MEMORIZE:  Colossians 3:23.

TO READ:  Romans 11-13.


The epitaph of Amaziah reads, "And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, but not with a perfect heart" (2 Chronicles 25:2).  Obedience involves attitude, not merely outward actions.

Bible Study
A.
An example of insincere obedience


Read Acts 4:32-5:11.


1.
For a short time Jerusalem Christians held goods as common property.  Each Christian put his funds into a common treasury, which then supplied the needs of the Christian community.  What made them willing to give up personal possessions as they did (verse 32)?_____________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
One writer has said that man today view the local church as if it were a restaurant where all kings of people meet for a short time, sit down together in the same room, then part, not knowing or caring anything about each other.  Would you say this is true?  What is your estimation of the fellowship in our churches today compared with the fellowship of these Jerusalem Christians?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


3.
When Barnabas sold his land, which was probably valuable, and gave the money to the church, no doubt other Christians praised his devotion.  How do you think Barnabas' action influenced Ananias and Sapphira?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


4.
What do you suppose motivated Ananias and Sapphira to sell their possessions and give the money to the church?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


5.
How did their motive differ from Barnabas' motive?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

B.
Importance of our Christian testimony


1.
How can it be possible to study the Bible, share Christ with others, attend Christian meetings, etc., for the wrong motives, and thus be committing sin when you think you are pleasing God?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
What did Christ say was the matter with the people of His day (Mark 7:6)?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


3.
Why is your heart attitude just as important to God as your outward action?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3.  The word "charity" in the King James Version means "love."  In terms meaningful to you, paraphrase these three verses:



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


2.
On the basis of this passage, what would you say is the relationship between love and sincere obedience?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


3.
What action or activity in your life do you see as needing a change in motivation?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


4.
How do you expect that change to affect other people you come in contact with?



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________


LESSON SEVEN


RECAP
Review all memorized verses in this step.

Read Romans 14-16.

Reread 1 Samuel 15 and Acts 4:32-5:11.

Complete the following statements:


True obedience to God is not


_____________________________________________________________________


True obedience really is


_____________________________________________________________________

How is your obedience expressed:


In your attitude toward God's will?


_____________________________________________________________________


In the sexual purity of your life?


_____________________________________________________________________


In the degree of satisfaction you find in your possessions?


_____________________________________________________________________


In your courage in witnessing for Christ?


_____________________________________________________________________


In your speech?


_____________________________________________________________________


In the true motivation for your action?


_____________________________________________________________________

