STEP NINE

Old Testament Highlights

INTRODUCTION

The Bible is the record of God's revelation of Himself to man.  This record was written by men chosen by God, and inspired by His Spirit so that the record is free from error and free from human reasonings (2 Peter 1:21).  The Old Testament is the account of man's creation, his fall because of sin, and the preparation of the world for the coming of Jesus Christ, God's Son, to redeem man from his fallen state.

This preparation of the world was accomplished through the nation Israel.  In this study we shall survey the record of these happenings; we shall look at the lives of some of the men God used to live, speak and write this record; and we shall look at the truths revealed in both.

Keep in mind that we are going to cover a period of time that has been estimated to be from 4,000 to 400,000,000 years long.  Naturally we shall have to be selective, but in the few incidents we look at, we shall see what God did to prepare the way for Jesus Christ.
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LESSON ONE

THE DRAMA BEGINS

Objective:
To recognize how Genesis relates to us today.

Memorize: 
Romans 5:12

Read: 

Genesis 1, 2, and 3.

The Old Testament is an account of a Nation.

The New Testament is an account of a Man.

The nation was founded and nurtured of God to bring the Man into the world.

A.
Origin of man

1.
How did our world come into existence?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What was the condition of the world and everything that was in it at this time (Genesis 1:10b, 12b, 18b, 21b, and 25b)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
How did man come into existence (Genesis 1:27)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

4.
Was man an intelligent being at this time (2:20)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


How do you know?


_____________________________________________________________________________

5.
How was woman brought into existence (2:21, 22)?


_____________________________________________________________________________

B.
Original sin

1.
What was man's commission from God (1:28-30)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


What was man's relationship with God at this time (1:28a)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
How would you describe Satan's personality characteristics when he appeared as a serpent and confronted Eve?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


How has he used these same personality characteristics in confronting you?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Whose word did Satan question (3:1)? ______________________________________________


Did Eve answer truthfully (3:2, 3 - look particularly at the last phrase of verse 3, then at 2:17)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


To what did Satan appeal in speaking to Eve (3:5)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

4.
In the light of 1 John 2:16, analyze the temptation and give the three parts of it (3:6).


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

5.
Why was it wrong for Adam and Eve to eat of this tree (2:17) ?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

C.
Sin’s result

1.
What was the result of the sin of the man and the woman (3:7, 8)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What was the penalty for sin for (3:14-19):


the serpent?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


the woman?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


the man?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


How was man’s relationship to God altered (3:8-10)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What did God promise regarding Satan's destiny (3:15)?  Explain.


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
How does Adam and Eve's sin affect you today (Romans 5:1 2) ?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Man was created to have fellowship with God, but because of his stubborn self-will, he chose to go his own independent way and fellowship was broken.  This is what the Bible calls sin.

The Bible says, "For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23); "for the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 6:23).

It is this first act in the drama that sets the stage for all that is to follow.  If there had been no sin, there would have been no need for redemption and no need for a Bible to tell us of the need for redemption and the way of redemption.

2.
Starting with Genesis 3:15, God begins to point to the time when the penalty for sin would be paid on man's behalf by the seed of the woman.  In the chart on the next page, notice the prophecies pointing to Christ and their fulfillment in Him.

GOD'S PROMISED MESSIAH

	PROMISE


	FULFILLMENT



	1.
Born of a Virgin

Genesis 3:15, Isaiah 7:14


	Matthew 1:18-23



	2.
From Nation of Israel

Genesis 12:3, Numbers 24:17, 19


	Matthew 1: 1 -1 7



	3.
Tribe of Judah, Family of David

Genesis 49:1 0, Isaiah 1 1: 1, 1 0


	Luke 1:31-33



	4.
Born in Bethlehem

Micah 5:2


	Luke 2:4, 6, 7



	5.
Time of Coming

Daniel 9:24-26


	Galatians 4:4



	6.
Part of Childhood in Egypt

Hosea 1 1:1


	Matthew 2:14, 15



	7.
Suffering and Atonement

Isaiah 53:4-6


	2 Corinthians 5:21



	8.
Triumphal Entry

Zechariah 9:9


	Matthew 21:2, 4, 5



	9.
Crucifixion

Psalm 22


	Matthew 27



	10.
Resurrection

Psalm 16:9, 10
	Acts 2:31, 32


These are only a few of the more than 300 Old Testament references to the coming of the Messiah that were fulfilled in the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.

Look up all the references listed above regarding the promises and their fulfillment and read them.

What is the overall picture they present to you?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

LESSON TWO

FROM ADAM THROUGH ABRAHAM

Objective:
To learn from biblical example the importance of obedience in the Christian life.

Memorize: 
Romans 4:20, 21

Read: 

Genesis 4,6,7,12 and 22.

A.
Cain and Abel

1.
In Genesis 4, two sacrifices are made.  Evaluate each and indicate its acceptability to God.


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What do you think verse 7 is all about?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Giveat least one present-day counterpart to the two types of sacrifices offered by Cain and Abel.


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

B. Noah

1. 
Why was God sorry He had made man on the earth? (See  Matthew 24:37-39.)


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2. 
Why was Noah chosen by God to build an ark?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What do you think God accomplished through Noah? (See also Hebrews 11:7.)


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

C. Abraham

1.
Abraham holds a unique place in the history of the world.  Three religions point to Abraham as the founder of their faiths:
Judaism, Islam and Christianity.  On the basis of 
Genesis 12:2, 3; 16:4, 15; and 17:19, do all three have a right to call him the founder or father of their faiths?  Explain.


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Why do you suppose God made the request of Abraham recorded in Genesis 22:1, 2?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Study Genesis 22:8 thoroughly and give your explanation of it.


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
What important lesson has God's response to Cain taught you?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Do you think you would have boarded the ark with Noah? _______________________________


Upon what do you base that opinion?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
How have you and your family been blessed in Abraham as promised in Genesis 12:3?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

LESSON THREE

MOSES, THE PASSOVER AND

THE EXODUS (EXIT)

Objective:
To learn to walk by faith, resting in the Lord.

Memorize: 
1 Corinthians 10:13.

Read: 

Exodus 1 and 2.

Jacob, the grandson of Abraham, had taken his family to Egypt to escape a famine.  After 400 years,  his descendants had multiplied greatly.  A new king of Egypt arose, and because he was concerned about their numbers he subjected the Israelites to cruel slavery.  Exodus 1 and 2 give an account of this development, of the birth and life of Moses and of the people's cry to God for deliverance.  God heard their cry, and sent Moses to lead them out of Egypt.

A.
Moses, the leader

1. 
Read Hebrews 11:23-29.


Why do you think God chose Moses to lead His people?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Read Exodus 3 and 4.


When God told Moses what He wanted him to do, how did He say the people would react (Exodus 3:18)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


In Exodus 3:17, 20, 21 and 4:12, note the "I will's" of God.  Whose work was this going to be?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


Where did Moses fit in?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
How did Moses respond and how did God handle those responses?


Exodus 4:1-9
________________________________________________________________


verses 10-12
________________________________________________________________


verses 13-17
________________________________________________________________

4.
In 4:1, Moses said of the people, "They will not believe me." When Moses was obedient, how did the people respond (4:31)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

B.
The Passover

Read Exodus 12.

1.
Why was God sending plagues at this time?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What was the most vital instruction given to the children of Israel?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What are the correlations between Christ's death and the Passover as indicated in these Scriptures?


Exodus 12:3
___________
John 1:29
____________


Exodus 12:5, 6
___________
1 Peter 2:22
____________


Exodus 12:6
___________
1 Corinthians 5:7
____________


Blood applied to the two doorposts (sides) and to the lintel (top) creates what kind of picture?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

4.
What do you suppose happened to those who may have disobeyed the instructions given through Moses?


_____________________________________________________________________________


What spiritual truth do you believe this illustrates?


_____________________________________________________________________________

5.
What does Exodus 12:29 teach about God being a respecter of persons?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


How does this apply to the condition of any person who has not received Christ?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

C.
The Exodus ("going out")

1.
One of the most important events in the history of Israel occurred immediately following the Passover.  What was it (Exodus 1 2:40, 4 1)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Compare Exodus 3:7, 8 and John 3:16.  How do you see them relating to each other?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
One of the most remarkable and well-known miracles in the world is recorded in Exodus 14.  Summarize it here.


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


What spiritual truth does this experience suggest to you?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

4.
While the Israelites were in the wilderness, they had many trials and hardships; several times in the many years of wandering before coming into the land which had been promised to them, they failed God. (See Exodus 17:1-7; 32:1-6, 15-20 and Numbers 21:5-9.) What practical value do these events recorded in the Old Testament have for you today (1 Corinthians 10:5-11)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

5.
In summary of the wilderness wanderings mentioned in 1 Corinthians 10:1-15, what is God's promise to you?  (Write out verse and reference and claim it.)


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1 .
God asked Moses a question in Exodus 4:2. What was it?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2 .
God expects us to use what we have. Moses used a rod; David used a sling; Gideon used lanterns, pitchers and trumpets. What is in your hands? 


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
How do you think God wants you to use it?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

LESSON FOUR

LAW AND GRACE

Objective:
To understand our inability to keep the law and our need for God’s grace.

Memorize:
Romans 6:23

Read: 

Galatians 3.

A. 
The Law

When "The Law" is mentioned, the thing that most commonly comes to mind is the Decalogue, or the Ten Commandments.  The Ten Commandments are listed in Exodus 20 and are repeated in Deuteronomy 5. They are:

1.
You shall have no other gods before Me.

2.
You shall not take for yourself an idol, or any likeness . . . You shall not worship them or serve them.

3. 
You shall not take the name of the Lord Your God in vain.

4.
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

5.
Honor your father and your mother.

6.
You shall not murder.

7.
You shall not commit adultery.

8. 
You shall not steal.

9.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

10.
You shall not covet . . . anything that belongs to your neighbor.

1.
Jesus condensed these ten into two in Matthew 22:37-40.  What are they?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What was James' pronouncement concerning the serioustiess of breaking even one of these laws (James 2:10)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

B.
What the Law does 

Read Deuteronomy 29:29 and 30:11-20.

The law of Moses was a covenant of works.  God said, "Thou shalt," and, "Thou shalt not." The laws were definite and the attached penalties were definite if the conditions were not obeyed.

Webster defines law as "a rule of conduct or action prescribed by the supreme governing authority and enforced by a sanction." Law always implies two things, a standard and a penalty.

These laws were presented as God's standard of righteousness for that time.  They were literally a yardstick for man.  The New Testament reveals that "by the law is the knowledge of sin." Jesus Christ came to "fulfill the law" and now God’s standard of righteousness is Christ Himself, a much higher standard.

1.
How are God's people to respond to the things of God that He has revealed of Himself (Deuteronomy 29:29; 30:1 1)? 


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Briefly, what is the summary of all the law (Deuteronomy 30:16, 20)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
How did Jesus Christ summarize the will of God for man in Mark 12:29-31?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

4.
On the basis of Matthew 5:17, what do you think was Christ's assessment of the law?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

5.
Read Romans 3:19-26.


What does the law reveal (3:19, 20)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

6.
To what did the law bear witness while failing to reveal it fully (3:21)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

7.
How has a full revelation been made to us (3:22-24)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

C. Grace.

1.
You will find a modern translation of this Romans passage (3:19-26) helpful.  As you read the following excerpt from Williams' translation, underline the explanatory paraphrase which replaces the term "the righteousness of God."  

(v 19) Now we know that everything the law says is spoken to those who are under its authority, that every mouth may be stopped and the whole world be held responsible to God;   

(v. 20) because no human creature can be brought in right standing with God by observing the law.  For all the law can do is to make men conscious of sin.

(v. 21) But now God's way of giving men right standing with Himself has come to light; a way without connection with the law, and yet a way to which the law and the prophets testify.

(v. 22) God's own way of giving men right standing with Himself is through faith in Jesus Christ.  It is for everybody who has faith, for no distinction at all is made.

(v. 23) For everybody has sinned and everybody continues to come short of God's glory.

(v. 24) But anybody may have right standing with God as a free gift of His undeserved favor, through the ransom provided in Christ Jesus.

2.
Compare Romans 3:20 and Ephesians 2:8, 9 and write your conclusions.


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
How would you explain the difference between law and grace to someone who was depending upon his own good works to please the Father?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
What is Christ's relationship with:


the law?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


grace?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


What is your relationship with:


the law?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


grace?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What difference will an understanding of law and grace make in your motivation?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

THE JEWISH TABERNACLE

Read Exodus 25, 26, 27.

[image: image1.bmp]









The Tabernacle and its furnishings have many lessons for us.

The first piece of furniture is the Brazen Altar, which was used for sacrifice and atonement.  This teaches us the importance of having a sacrifice for our sins first.

Then came the Laver, which was used for cleansing.  This shows our need for a daily cleansing from our sins.

As we proceed into the Holy Place, we observe on our right the Table of Shewbread, which teaches us  two truths - Christ is our Bread come down from heaven, and the Bible is the Bread with which man is to feed his soul.

On our left is the Candlestick, which reminds us of Christ the light of the world.

Straight ahead of us is the Altar of Incense - the reminder of our prayers which are our incense to God.

In front of us now is the veil of the tabernacle that was rent from top to bottom when Christ died.  No longer is the believer’s way obscured into the Holy of Holies, where God Himself dwells.  Here we find the Ark which was the earthly dwelling place of God.

We must remember to keep the proper sequence in our Christian lives if we are to live victoriously for Christ.

LESSON FIVE

DELIVERANCE AND FORGIVENESS

Objective:
To maintain fellowship with God, unhindered by sin.

Memorize: 
Joshua 1:9.

Read: 

Joshua 1, 7, 8, 23.

A.
Joshua and deliverence

Joshua's name gives us some insight into the book.  His name means "Jehovah is Salvation.”  It is carried over into the New Testament in the name of our Lord - "Jesus."

1.
Read Joshua 1:1-9 and list God's promises to Joshua.


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


What was the condition on which these promises would be fulfilled?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


Can you apply any of these promises to your life?  Which, and how?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2. 
In Joshua 7, why did God tell Joshua to stop praying?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


What does God say to you in Psalm 66:18?


_____________________________________________________________________________


Apply Numbers 32:23 to this passage.


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What happened after the sin was taken away (Joshua 8:1)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

4.
What was Joshua's command to the people before he died (Joshua 23:6)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

B.
David and forgiveness

1.
Read 1 Samuel 24 and 2 Samuel 5 and 12, and as read these chapters, list the verses that indicate following characteristics of David:


Submissiveness


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


Sincerity


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


Boldness


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


Trust in God


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


Leadership stature


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


Sinful passion


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


Sorrow for sin


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
The nobility of David's character is seen in many of the recorded instances from his career, including some of those which you have just read.  He is described as a "man after God's own heart" and as such, he occupies a high position among the heroes of the faith.  Jesus' title as the ruler of God's people is "the Son of David."


Many people, however, find the stories of David's terrible sins to be absolutely contradictory to this exalted position of spiritual leadership.  How can you hold up such a man as an outstanding example of "a man after God's own heart"?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


If you can answer this question, you will have grasped the essence of biblical faith.  Read 2 Samuel 12 again, and then Psalm 51, which David wrote at that time. (You might find help in Romans 4:1-8 or Luke 7:36-50; 18:9-14.)   

Life Application

1 .What sin, or problem, do you need deliverance from today?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Read Proverbs 28:13.  How can you appropriate it for your problem?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Read Joshua 24.  Circle all the "I's" in verses 3 through l3 and notice all the things God accomplished for the people of Israel.  What do you need Him to accomplish for you?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

4.
How does your heart attitude compare with that of Joshua and David?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

LESSON SIX

ELIJAH: THE POWER OF THE

SPIRIT-LED MAN

Objective:
To serve God, in power and courage.

Memorize: 
I Kings 18:21,

Read: 

1 Kings 17 and 18.

A. Elijah

Read 1 Kings 17:1-7.

Indicate whether the following statements are true or false:

_____
1.
The cessation of rain is said to rest upon all of these factors:




God lives.




Elijah lived in His presence.




Elijah's word controlled the rain.

_____
2.
The Bible says that Elijah searched eagerly for the will of God.

_____
3.
The prophet obeyed orders for the immediate future, though he did not know how it would 


turn out.



What step of duty have you not taken because you cannot see its outcome? _______________

_____
4. 
Elijah thought the plan was absurd, and hesitated.

_____
5. 
The brook dried up, proving he was right.

B. The widow      

Read 1 Kings 1 7:8-24.

_____
1.
Strict, implicit obedience characterized Elijah.



Do you think it was humiliating to take a step of faith that made him dependent upon a very 
poor widow? ________________________________________________________________

Why do you think God deals with us in such a way?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

_____
2. 
When her boy died, guilt turned the widow's eyes upon herself.

_____
3. 
God desires to remove from our lives now the guilt that can cripple our faith in time of 


crisis.

C. Ahab  

Read I Kings 18:1-18.

_____
1.
Ahab was at least concerned for his animals.

_____
2. 
He had refused to acknowledge the real reason for the problem (verses 17, 18).

_____
3.  
Nevertheless Elijah recognized the real reason (verses 17, 18).

D.
Prophets of Baal

Read 1 Kings 18:18-40.

1.
Write in the verse number(s) in which Elijah spoke as follows:


Rebuked the people for compromise

_______________________________________


Challenged the enemies of God to a contest
_______________________________________


Blasted them with withering sarcasm

_______________________________________


Ordered water poured



_______________________________________


Prayed to God to make Himself known

_______________________________________


Ordered the priests executed


_______________________________________

2.
Elijah's prayer in verse 36 provides a superb revelation of the Spirit-led life.  Why do you think that's true?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

1.
Describe the relationship you think Elijah had with God.


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
How does your relationship and power with God compare to Elijah's?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
How has God's power been exerted through you upon other lives?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

4.
What changes in your mental and spiritual thinking do you feel need to take place in order for you to find the power with God which you desire?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

“God’s promises are given, not to restrain, but to incite us to prayer. ... They are the signed check, made payable to us, which we must endorse and present for payment.

"We have an irresistible purchase power with God when we can put our finger on His own promise and say, 'Do as You have said.’ ... All prayer, like Elijah's, should be based on promise.”








F.B. Meyer

LESSON SEVEN

JEREMIAH: A WITNESS WHO

STOOD ALONE

Objective:
To serve God faithfully in the face of discouragement.

Memorize: 
Jeremiah 23:29.

Read: 

Jeremiah 1, 20, 21.

If you think it is difficult to stand for Christ in your house, and on your campus, or in your community, take a few lessons from Jeremiah.

A.
Jeremiah’s call

Read Jeremiah 1

1.
When facing Scripture verses that command you to speak for Christ, have you ever said: "Why, I could never do that; I have no training for it'?  What did Jeremiah say (1:6)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
To be effective in speaking, one must have something to say.  Where do you get this (see 1:7-17)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Opposition of the intensity that faced Jeremiah is unknown in America, though it is common in some parts of the world.  How can a man face such overwhelming odds (see 1:8, 18, 19)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

B.
Jeremiah’s arrest and prayer.

Read Jeremiah 19:14, 15 for setting.  In verse 14 we see that not only what Jeremiah said but where he spoke (and to whom) were under the Lord's direct guidance.  This was also observed in Elijah's life as one of the secrets of effectiveness.  We must not distribute tracts promiscuously, nor witness to every man in sight.  Let God lead.

Verse 15 was Jeremiah's unpopular message in a nutshell: condemnation upon the capital city, Jerusalem; the Babylonian armies would destroy the city.  He advised the people to sue for surrender terms and avoid the horrors of a siege that could not be resisted for long, since God was on the enemy's side.

Read Jeremiah 20.

1.
How did punishment affect Jeremiah's testimony (20:1-6)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Verses 7-18 are an example of the abrupt interruptions interspersed throughout the book of Jeremiah.  What do these prayers reveal about the apparent fearlessness of the prophet?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Since his message brought him so much unpopularity, what did Jeremiah consider (20:8, 9)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

4.
How did his enemies think they could get the best of him (20:10)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

5.
What thoughts restored his confidence (20:11)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

6.
How would you describe Jeremiah's prayer?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

C.
Jeremiah’s prophecy

Read Jeremiah 21.

1.
How do you think feelings of despair and frustration influenced the prophet's obedience to God?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
When asked by the government for a word of comfort and security, what response did Jeremiah make (21:1-7)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
What decision did the prophet declare his hearers must make (21:8-14)?


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Life Application

With this chart, list discouragements you may be facing, and what you have learned from Jeremiah's life that will help you cope with them.


DISCOURAGEMENT            

 
LEARN FROM JEREMIAH

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

LESSON EIGHT

REVIEW

Review verses memorized.

Now that we have been through the Old Testament at a rapid pace, you have some idea of what it contains and what it teaches.  Imagine yourself a Jew, possessing only the Old Testament Scriptures.  Can you find God's plan for man in it?

Write it in your own words.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Why did Jesus of Nazareth have to come?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Table of Shewbread





Brazen Altar





Altar of Incense





Laver





Entrance





Holy Place





Ark of Covenant





Holy of Holies





Candlestick
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