Reliability of the Scriptures

Intro: The DaVinci Deception (Page 6 Leaders Guide)  Two major attacks



1. Made Jesus Devine at Council of Nicea 325 A.D.



2 Gnostic Gospels more reliable than N.T.


READ: Luke 1:1-4

1. Uniqueness of the Bible


- Written over a period of 1600 years (Moses to John)


- 40 authors; including kings, philosophers, poets, military men, 
 
  servants, shepherds, doctors, fisherman


- 3 continents and 3 languages/Diverse places and different moods

2. Tests



Test of Time


Test of Historicity 



Bibliographical test – textual transmission



Internal – “ability to tell the truth”



External –do other historical materials confirm or deny

“When at last a Church Council – the Synod of Hippo in 393 A.D. – listed the 27 books of the N.T. it did not confer upon them any authority which they did not already possess, but simply recorded their previously established canonicity.” (F.F. Bruce)

“Of the hundreds of thousands of artifacts found by archaeologists, 
 not one has ever been discovered that contradicts or denies one 
  
 word, phrase, clause, or sentence in the Bible, but always confirms 
 and verifies the facts of the Biblical record.” (J.O. Kinnaman)

3. Power of Scripture 
Hebrews 4:12
II Peter 1:20-21





John 20:30-31
II Timothy 3:14-17

“So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to me empty.” (Isaiah 55:11)

“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of God stands forever.”

(Isaiah 40:8)




