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      E.  A Real Life Application

A. The Faith Principle
Getting ahead in a difficult profession requires avid faith…That is why some people with mediocre talent, but with great inner drive, go further than people with vastly superior talent.  Sophia Loren
All you need in this life is ignorance and confidence.  Then success is sure.  Mark Twain
Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example…

Paul, to Timothy, a new leader (I Timothy 4:12)

Hook

You are a (coach, CEO, teacher) assessing the long term performance potential of your students.  Which attribute is most likely to hinder long term potential?  Why?

A. Lack of experience.

B. Lack of ability.

C. Lack of skill.

D. Lack of confidence.

What are some reasons that confidence (as distinct from cockiness or arrogance) is so rare?  

What are some effects of past experiences and influential people on our view of ourselves and current situations? 

Book

Read Ephesians 2:8-9

Read Colossians 2:5-7 

Read  Gal 2:20

Read Romans 7:21-23

Look

In Chapter 2 we discussed how a person receives Jesus’ forgiveness.  Paul describes that as faith.  Remember how you came to know Jesus…was that primarily an emotion, an intellectual belief or a decision that you made?

In his letter to friends in Colosse, Paul says to live daily life in the same way they came to know Christ.  If this is true, is the quality of our life most determined by how much we learn, by how adequate we feel, or by the decisions we make?   

If Paul “delights in God’s law”, what are some forces that would cause him, and us, to behave in other directions?   

Many of us try to resist temptation because its “the right thing to do.”  Instead, Paul tells the Romans of an entirely different motivation.  How might that motivation change the way we view the circumstances and temptations that we face daily?

Took

We have discovered a central biblical principle that we will refer to as The Faith Principle:  Faith is acting as though what the Bible (or God) says is true regardless of past experiences, emotions or cultural trends.  

Earlier we said that confidence was a very important factor in how we deal with circumstances.  How is faith similar to confidence?

How is faith different from confidence?

Why might Paul say that the key to life is having a source of confidence (faith) that is outside oneself?

B.  Faith And Your Identity

To be idle requires a strong sense of personal identity.  Robert Louis Stevenson

Hook

Mr. and Mrs. Smith have high character standards.  They respect the ideals of honesty, persistence, kindness, etc, and have instilled them in their children.     

They now adopt an adolescent.  This new family member brings his/her own background and experiences, many of which are foreign to the ideals of Mr. and Mrs. Smith.  His behavior, therefore, is very uncharacteristic of either Mr. or Mrs. Smith.

At what point did the child’s legal identity become “Smith”?  

On what basis did it become Smith?

The child’s behavior is uncharacteristic of someone named Smith.  What aspects of the child’s identity and relationship to the Smiths are not affected by this behavior?

Book

Read 2 Corinthians 5:21

Read Romans 8:1, 16-18

Look

One’s actions become part of his/her identity.  A fast runner is known as an athlete.  Straight A’s cause one to be known as a great student.  Our sins name us as a sinner.

In II Corinthians Paul says that something very specific happens to our sins.  Describe what you see that Paul is saying has happened to them.

What does Paul say is our resulting identity?  Would any future sins affect that?  Why or why not?

Why might Paul say that we are no longer condemned (“the act of strong disapproval or declaring as unfit”) by God when we sin? 

Does that mean that our sins are not wrong?  What affect, and consequences, do they still have on us? 

Took

Considering 2 Cor 5:21 and Rom 8:1, why should we no longer hold emotions of guilt, inadequacy or rejection when we sin?

So, what are some actions or behavior that would be different in your life right now, today, if the Corinthians and Romans principles were true in your life?

If faith is acting as though what God says is true regardless of past experiences, emotions, or cultural trends, what will you do the next time you feel guilty, inadequate or rejected?

Why is the filling of the Holy Spirit necessary to do this? 

C.  Faith and Your Relationships

Hook

What do you think most affects our behavior toward others?

A. Our expectations of them.

B. Our needs.

C. How they treat us. 

D. Their potential.



What do you think should most affect our behavior towards others?  

Lets look at what the bible says about one very important relationship that most of us have, and see if any universal principles can be seen there.  

Book

Read Genesis 2:18

Look

In everyday language, how does God describe your spouse?

Why do we often not perceive our spouses that way?

How does that affect our behavior toward our spouses?

If you did perceive your spouse according to God’s description, what new attitudes towards him/her would that produce today?

If you perceived yourself according to that description, what new attitudes towards him/her would that produce today?  

If those new attitudes were there, what actions might that produce today?  

Therefore, according to The Faith Principle, what should you do today?

What will be some of the practical outcomes of following the faith principle in this area?

Took

How might this principle of treating people according to their identity, and ours, apply to other, non family, relationships?

Why is the filling of the Holy Spirit necessary for us to do this?

D.  The Faith Principle and Your Character

Nature magically suits a man to his fortunes, by making them the fruit of his character.  Emerson
A man’s character is his fate.  Heraclitus (540 BC)

Hook

What character traits do you admire most?  

Why are these so difficult to develop?

If character traits are so important, shouldn’t God have given them to us just like he did our physical or personality traits?  If in fact he did, what happened to them? 

Book

Read Genesis 2:25 – 3:22

Read Exodus 20:15

Look

Look at verses 2:25 and 3:10-11.  What has happened to Adam’s sense of self during that time period?

As we raise our children, we have all seen them be exposed to things that they should not yet be exposed to, and some things that they should never be exposed to.  One consequence of that is that we see them now making decisions about those things, decisions that they will never be fully equipped to make.   

Look at 2:17, 3:3 and 3:22.  What might be meant by “knowing good and evil”?

If God was to know good and evil, and Adam was not to know, what type of relationship would this have provided between God and Adam as Adam decided how to approach his daily decisions?  

How might this have increased rather than inhibited Adam’s freedom?

Why might God have denied Adam this one thing?  If God denied it to Adam, do you think Adam was created with the ability to handle it? 

Adam’s disobedience had consequences he had not foreseen.  He began totally dependent on God, even for his moral judgments.  He now finds himself independent, and responsible for his own character, for “knowing good and evil”.  Where he had always been so comfortable in God’s presence, Adam is now intimidated in the presence of the definition of unshakable character.  He realizes that he is not equipped for that responsibility.

God’s provision and God’s character were always meant to be ours.  Adam and the rest of the human race (ourselves included) traded those for independence.  

Look at Exodus 20:15   When we are tempted to gain an advantage or to under deliver on an agreement, what are some ways that this reflects a failure to trust God for something that he will provide?  

What are some non material things we desire that might cause us to gain unfair advantage or under deliver on a promise?

Took

If we absolutely knew that God was going to provide every material and non material necessity in any circumstance, how would our behavior (the expression of our character) be different when temptations arise?  

When temptations arise, what does The Faith Principle require that we do?

Why is the filling of the Holy Spirit necessary to do this?

We cannot improve our character by willpower.  God gives us something better – he gives us Jesus’ character as we live by the faith principle.  Why does God view you as already having that character?

E.  A Real Life Application

God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”  So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.  Heb. 13:5-6

The following really happened.  The player in the story currently plays for the San Diego Chargers, and the agent in the story has been in coaching, player personnel and player representation for 17 years.

Just before the NFL draft a projected 2nd round pick approached his agent with a problem.  “I flunked the steroid test at the physical in Indianapolis.” 

The agent called his Christian friends for advice, but none were available.  “So I prayed a short prayer – God, give me some direction here – and went to work on it.”

 

Others advised him to defend the kid against the test.  Usually this involves denying the validity of the tests, etc.  The logic for this approach is actually quite sound:  the burden of proof is on the accuser, and the accused has the right to defend himself.  If the accusations cannot be shown to meet the burden of proof, the kid can and should come out clean.

True as this may be in our culture, the agent felt that some competing principles may exist:  

· Jesus has promised in many ways that He will provide for us in any circumstance

· The Bible says that lying for gain is never justified.  

· Romans 8:28 says that God will work every circumstance, even negative ones of our own making, to our benefit.

· You can probably think of others.

The choice was clear, but uncomfortable.  “I felt like I had two choices -- lie or drop this kid.” 

God led the agent to go talk to the kid and share that with him. The agent said,  "If I'm going to continue to represent you we have to be upfront and forthright about this whole thing." The kid was relieved and said, "I want to come clean." So they called all 32 teams’ personnel departments and told them the truth about using steroids (for healing an injured elbow). They admitted to a mistake and wanted them to know the truth up front. 

 

The agent received many return calls, saying that such forthrightness was unique in their experience, that they were impressed with the character the kid showed in the matter, and that the player would not drop on their draft boards.  On draft day he was not chosen in the 2nd round; he was chosen in the 1st round.

What competing emotions, and motivations, would this agent and player have experienced?

Would God’s promises have been any less true, and evident, had the player dropped from the draft charts?  Could this have happened?  What might God have done in that case, and why?

Other than the short term outcome of this story, what are some of the long term effects on the agent and player of having chosen to act on faith rather than cultural truth?  

How would you define The Faith Principle in terms of this story?

The option of defending the player against the test results can be defended in our culture by very ethical and well meaning people.  Why does the Biblical version of truth often differ from cultural truth?

