       How to Experience God’s Love and Forgiveness

                                       Alternate Title:

                What Is The Key To Healthy Relationships?

WHAT IS THE KEY TO 

HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS?

THE BASIS FOR FORGIVENESS 

An eye for an eye ends up making the whole world blind. Mahatma Gandhi

If we do not learn to live together as friends, we will die apart as fools.  Martin Luther King, Jr.

Hook

When a person owes money to another, there are four ways that debt can be satisfied.  One, of course, is to pay it.     

There are two ways an insolvent person can erase that debt.  He can surrender the collateral or he can declare bankruptcy.  What are the consequences of those actions?  

There is one other way for a debt to be satisfied -- a co-signer or another person may pay the debt for you.  If this happens, how does your resulting standing with the bank and society differ from one who surrendered collateral or declared bankruptcy?   

Do you think God forgives sin without any payment?  

Why or why not? 

Book

Read Genesis 2:16, 17 and Romans 6:23.  

Read Leviticus. 1: 3-5 and Leviticus 5: 5-6, 9-10.  

Read Romans 5:6-8 and Matthew 20:25-28

Read Hebrews Chapter 10: 1-22

Look

When Adam sinned, and when we sin, we do not immediately die physically.  What might be meant by “die” and “death” in the Genesis and Romans?

What evidence can we see in ourselves and society that a death has already occurred?  

If God is both loving and fair, what punishment might He deem appropriate when someone:

Murders?

Lies?

Steals

Mistreats another in a way that has long term consequences?  

If someone harmed your child in one of those ways, what would you think is fair?

In Leviticus God required a death sacrifice to atone for offenses and crimes.  Why do you think God would establish such a system of restitution for offenses and crimes? 

If Genesis 2:16-17 is correct, is it possible that God’s “punishment” in Leviticus is merely a reflection of what already has occurred in us?

The old sacrificial system only made temporary restitution for sin.  Each subsequent sin required another sacrifice to bring about forgiveness and a restored relationship with God.  This system was but “a very rough draft of the great design of divine forgiveness.”  (Matthew Henry)

Took

In Chapter 1 we looked at Jesus’ identity.  Just like Jesus described who he is, he also described why he came.

Given what we read what the Bible says about the consequences of sin (death), how might Jesus’ death restore our relationship with God?

Hebrews Chapter 10 describes the old sacrifices.  What are some ways that we, today, “sacrifice” to make God happy with us?

From what we read in Hebrews, why are those things inadequate?

Even if they were adequate, what are some reasons they are no longer necessary? 

ACCEPTING FORGIVENESS

Hook

 All of us have signed at least one contract.  What happens if one party fails to execute his side of the contract?

How does the making and keeping of a contract involve our intellect, emotion, and will (decision)? 

Which one is most important?  Why?

Book

Read John 3:16 and Revelation 3:20.  

Read Hebrews 9:13-15

Look

What contract between God and man seems to be offered in John and Revelation?

What might be meant by “believes in him” and “opens the door”?

A covenant is simply a promise or a contract.  From what we read earlier in Genesis 2:15-17, what might be meant by “the first covenant” in Hebrews 9:15 ?

As we discussed in Chapter 1, we broke the first contract by demanding and receiving our independence from God.  Verse 15 in Hebrews 9 says that Jesus is making a new contract, or new promise.

If demanding our independence broke the first contract, what might be our part in this new one?

What role does “trust” and “open” play in this decision?

Took

These two circles represent two lives on ether side of that new contract:
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Which of those two circles would best represent your life?

How would you describe the process of moving from the first circle to the second one?

Simply stated, the “trusting” or “opening” represented by those graphics is accomplished by merely telling God that is this is what you want.  Our part is to open the door; Jesus’ part is to forgive, “come in” and befriend.  We can do that by simply telling God three things:

1. I know that I have turned from you and have become sinful.

2. Thank you for dying for me.

3. I give my life to you.  Come in and direct my thoughts and heart.  

EQUIPPED FOR A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 

Hook

If you adopted a child and entered into a legally binding parent-child relationship, what are some things that would change regarding the child’s:

1. Identity?

2. Relationships?

3. Future?

Read II Corinthians 5:17  What are some things about us that might be new, rather than merely improved?
Many things happen as a result of entering into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  Let's look at three of them.

1.  Your Identity.

Book

Read John 1:1-13  

Read Ephesians 3:17-20 and James 1:5

Read Psalms 119::102, Proverbs 3:11-12, and Matthew 7:9-11  

Look

If all people are created by God, what might  be meant by “children of God?”

What immediate benefit do you see in your relationship with God?

What are some responsibilities God will assume as our Father?

2.  Your Relationship With God   

Book

Read Colossians l:14 and 2:13. 

Read Hebrews 8:12  

Read I John 1:9

Look

Are there any special or hurtful sins that might not be forgiven?  

What happens to God's record of your sins?

What happens when you sin now?

Will God ever remind you of your sins?  Why or why not?              

If God does not remember any of your sinful behavior, past or future, what is his view of you now? 

What will it be in the future?

3.  Your Future with God

Book

Read John 5:24-25
Read Ephesians 8:8-10

Look

What might be meant by “those who hear will live”? 

What are some “good works” that any man can do?  What might be some “good works” that only God could do through us?

Took

An adopted child becomes heir to all the parents have, and not merely the material possessions, but the availability of their knowledge, the wisdom of their experience, the grounding of their character.

If you are now heir to all that from God, how do you think He would go about giving you those things?  How should we seek them?

In the next chapter we will look at a surprising provision by which God gives us what He has. 

