
Understanding the Christian Journey
Lesson 2


                   Growing In Our Relationship 

                                     With God 

A.   Reading The Bible

B. Praying

C. Spending Time With Other Believers

D. Sharing Your Faith With Others

A.  Reading The Bible 

Hook

What are the basics of a golf swing or a tennis swing?

Where do you learn about those basics? 

What happens if you try to play the game without knowing the basics? 

Book

Read II Timothy 3:17-17

Read Hebrews 4:12

Look

What is the basic reason that any manual is written?  Is it to limit or instruct the reader, or to prepare him/her?

According to Timothy, the foundational reason that God gave 

us the bible is so that we would be prepared for anything that 

he has planned for us.  What types of things might we need to 

know in order to be completely prepared?

Verse 16 says that this preparation comes in 4 forms:

1. ______________   What types of things might we need to know in order to be prepared for anything God has for us? 

2. ______________ - What types of misunderstandings might we need to be made aware of?

3. _____________- When we act in error, how does this promise of correction differ from punishment?  Why does God no longer need to punish?  Why would he promise to correct?  

4. ______________ - How is training different from teaching?  Why do you think it is included? 

Do our mistakes come primarily because we:

1. Know what is right and do not do it?

2. Think we know what was right but are mistaken?

3.  Do not know what is right but act anyway?

4.  Are influenced by motivations that in turn influence our understanding of what is right?

5. All of the above?   

How does the bible (Hebrews 4:12) guide us in each of those situations?

Took

What would be the effect on humanity if every bible were banished from existence?

What reasons might it be critical to develop a habit of reading it?

B.  PRAYING

Hook

On a scale of 1 to 10, how do you think the average person on the street would rate the importance of prayer? 

What occasions might prompt the average person (including non-believers) to pray? 

What are some reasons believers don't pray? 

Why do we sometimes feel our prayers are not answered? 

Book

Read Jeremiah 29:11-13 

Read Philippians 4:6-7

Read John 14:12-14 

Read James 4:1-3  

Read I Thessalonians 5:16-18  

Look

God says that he wants us to talk with him.  If he already knows everything about our lives, including what we need, and if he said that he wants to give us what we need, why might he specifically tell us to ask him?

What might be some very beneficial results of asking God for something, apart from whether or not he gives us what we have asked for? 

What happens when we don’t ask?  Why?

What does it mean to “pray in Jesus’ name”?  What must I know about a request, and about my attitude, before I can know that it is “in his name”? 

How does James 4:3 contrast with the principle of “praying in Jesus’ name”? 

We are told to pray continually, so most of prayer obviously has to do with things other than requests.  How do you think we can make practical application of the command to pray continuously?

If you did this, what kind of things do you think you would find yourself talking about with God?

Took

In the Gospels we often find Jesus going to a quiet place to spend time praying.  For deep concentrated prayer, why do you think being alone is important? 

What other things might you do to improve your prayer time? 

There are many methods or tools that have proven helpful in getting started in a more serious life of prayer.  One such method is using the letters in the word, ACTS.

A
=
Adoration: To adore God is to worship and praise Him.

C
=
Confession: Tell Him about things you have said or done that you know are displeasing to Him.  And thank Him for forgiving you.

T
=
Thanksgiving: Thank Him for all He has done, for all He is doing, and for all He will do for you.

S
=
Supplication: Ask God for help and guidance for your     family, for others and for yourself.

C.  SPENDING TIME WITH OTHER BELIEVERS

Hook

What business are you in, or what is your favorite hobby?  

Since you began this business or hobby, how much time have you spent with others who have the same interests?   What are some things you have learned from others with this common interest?  

What are some reasons it is impossible to become proficient in anything as a loner?

Book

Read Ephesians 4:2-16

Read Proverbs 27:17

Read Proverbs 15:22

Look

God said that he would supply our needs.  He also tells us to seek each other’s advice – to learn by being together.  Why might God have created us so that some of those needs have to be met by other people?

What do you think Proverbs 27:17 means when it says that “one man sharpens another”? 

Why do successful decisions, as a principle, require input from others?  Looking at Ephesians 4 why is it very difficult for one person to have the information and perspective needed for wise decisions?   

Took

How do you think a relationship like this gets started?

What would it take to develop such a relationship? 

How can you make sure some of your relationships with other believers go beyond the normal surface level? 

D.  TELLING OTHERS ABOUT JESUS 
Hook

What is the best thing that has happened to you in the last month? 

Why do we enjoy telling people about those types of things?

Book

Read Romans 1:11-16

Read John 4:4-39

Read Acts 1:8

Look

What are some reasons that many people are hesitant to talk to others about Jesus? 

Paul wrote to people in Rome to describe his reasons for his visit to them.  In chapter 1, how would you describe Paul’s motivation for making that visit?

If Paul had the same reasons to feel hesitant about sharing his faith as we do (this trip to Rome eventually cost him his life) why might he have been willing and able to look beyond those things?     

Refer to John 4:4-39  What do we learn about this woman in verses 7-18? 

How much training do you think she had in telling others about Jesus? 

Can you think of ways this encounter might apply to opportunities for any of us to talk with others about what God has done in our lives?

How might Jesus' promise in Acts 1:8 relates to this?

Took

Many people hesitate to tell others what Jesus has done for them because they (1) don’t know how, (2) are afraid that the message will not be relevant to the other person or (3) are afraid that they will be rejected along with the message.   

If you could learn to overcome the first two, would you be willing to trust God with the third?  Why?

Here is a bold but true principle:  learning how God can use you to have others know about Jesus in a way that is relevant to their lives is equal to understanding God’s plan for your life.  If you want to begin that journey, we will begin Book 2.  
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