                 How To Be Filled With The Holy Spirit

                                          Alternate Title:

                         Wisdom and Power For Everyday Life

                                     Wisdom and Power

                                For Everyday Life          

WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?

Hook

What is the difference between a mentor and a teacher?  When are each beneficial?

Have you ever had someone be a mentor to you?  How is your life different because of it?

Book   

Read John 14:12-17

Look

Jesus says that he will send “another Counselor”.  Given what Jesus is saying to his friends in that passage, why might a Counselor be necessary?  Do you think He would act more in the role of a teacher or of a mentor?

What might be meant by the word “another”?   

Note:  There are two words for another in Greek, the original language of the New Testament, in which the book of John is found:


allos – another, but similar (another of the same kind)


heteros – another, as distinguished from

Jesus said that he would send another (allos) just like himself.  

What are some implications here about the nature and identity of the Holy Spirit? 

WHY IS THERE A HOLY SPIRIT?

Hook

What are some reasons that God would interact with us today?  

What are some reasons we would want him to?  

Book

Read John 16:7, 14-15

Read Romans 8:5-9

Read Ephesians 1:13-15

Look

Why might it be “for your good” that Jesus is no longer physically here?  

What will the Holy Spirit provide us that we do not naturally have?

When did the Holy Sprit become a part of you?

Took

What role does the Holy Spirit have that is distinct from the other two parts of the Trinity?

WHAT THE HOLY SPIIRT DOES IN OUR LIVES

Hook

What words would you use to describe your current life?  Add words that are applicable to you and are not listed.




· Vital
· Dynamic
· Joyful
· Guilty
· Defeated
What are some reasons people like to shop or purchase new “toys?”

Why do those things soon lose their appeal?

Why do relationships often disappoint?

Book

Read John 14:12-26

Read Gal 5:22

Read Acts 1:8

Look

What things might be greater than what Jesus did?

What would the Holy Spirit need to provide us in order for us to do those things?

Describe what types of changes might occur in our lives if we acquired the same character (“fruit”) that God has?

· Our decisions?

· Our relationships?

Why did Jesus say that “power” was necessary, and provided, for us to have and use God’s character?

Took   

If the Holy Spirit lives in us, why do we so often not display his character or power?

BEING EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT

Hook

Have you ever tried to communicate with someone whose language you do not understand?  What was it like?  On the other hand, if someone speaks to you, indicating that he/she needs assistance in a matter, and you cannot understand them, what is that like?  Who do you need in such a time?

What are some reasons that we often fail to live up to what God has placed in us (His Spirit)?

What role does our culture play in our often failing to understand what He is telling us?

Book 

 Read Galatians 3:3

Read Galatians 5:17

Read I Corinthians 2:10 – 3:3

Read Ephesians 5:18

Read John 14:14

Look

It seems counter intuitive to suggest that God would not do whatever He thought best.  However, Paul tells the Galatians that this actually happens.  What prevents the Holy Spirit from acting in our lives?

In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, describe the types of people you see described there.

Which one best describes you?  Why?

Consider the following representations of the types of people Paul describes: 

1. Natural Man (One who has not received Christ) 
"A natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised" (1 Corinthians 2:14).  Such a person can be depicted like this.


2. Spiritual Man (One who is directed and empowered by the Holy Spirit)  "He who is spiritual appraises all things...We have the mind of Christ"  (1 Corinthians 2:15).   Such a person can be depicted like this: 
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3. Carnal Man (One who has received Christ, but who lives in defeat because he is trying to live the Christian life in his own strength) "And I brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to carnal men, as to babes in Christ. I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, for you are still carnal. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshy, and are you not walking like mere men?" (1 Corinthians 3:1-3). 
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In Paul’s letter to the Galatians (5:17), why might he compare being controlled by the Holy Spirit to being controlled by alcohol – what is common to both? 

If God tells us to be controlled (“filled”) by the Holy Spirit, and if our own self-control and sin is what puts us back in control, and if Jesus told us that he would give us whatever we asked for that was in his will, how might one describe the process of being controlled by the Holy Spirit? 

Continually walking in the Spirit is a lifestyle.  It is a learned lifestyle, applied by faith, in which we depend on the Holy Spirit and His abundant resources as a way of life.

“Spiritual breathing” is a powerful word picture which can help you experience moment-by-moment dependence upon the Spirit.

  Exhale:  Confess your sin the moment you become aware of it—agree with God concerning it and thank Him for His forgiveness, according to 1John 1:9 (“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”) and Hebrews 10:1-25 (“And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin.” vs.18).  Confession requires repentance—a change in attitude and action.

  Inhale:  Surrender control of your life to Christ, and rely upon the Holy spirit to fill you with His presence and power by faith, according to His command in Ephesians 5:18b (“… be filled with the Spirit.”) and promise in 1John 5:14-15 (“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.”)

Took

If the Holy Spirit resides in us, a process begins in which Christ’s character traits will become ours. 

Read II Corinthians 5:17.  Is Jesus a picture of what we should be but can’t be, will be but are not yet, or already are? 

What does the answer say about how God’s view of you?  

It is clear that our behavior does not always reflect what God says he made us when we placed our faith in Jesus.  In the next chapter we will discuss how we live out who we now are. 
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