How To Be Sure You Are A Christian   

Alternate Title:

What Does It Mean To Have A Relationship With God?  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN

TO HAVE A RELATIONSHIP

WITH GOD?

WHO IS GOD?

At any rate, I am convinced that He does not play dice.

Albert Einstein

I am careful not to confuse excellence with perfection.  Excellence I can reach for; perfection is God’s business.

Michael J. Fox

Hook

If Gallup did a survey asking people what 3 things they would most want to have, what do you think some of the answers would be?

Is it our responsibility to acquire those things, or should God provide them for us?

Book

The Bible describes God’s character in several ways:

1. Seeks friendship with us.  (Rev 3:20, John 15:15)

2. Caring (1 John 4:16, Jeremiah 31:3)

3. Forgiving (Psalm 130:1-4)

4. Protector (Deuteronomy 31:6, Psalm 91:1-2)

5. Perfect (Exodus 15:11)  Isaiah 6:3)

6. Sinless (Psalm 145:17, Jeremiah 9:24)  

Look

If one were to meet God person to person, He would likely have identifiable character traits.  What do you think some of those might be?

Why do you think every culture on earth has developed some form of religious observance to communicate with God?

Took

To what degree do you think the average person relates to God in the ways we just read in the Bible?

Why do you think this is so?    

WHO ARE WE?


In the first place, God made idiots.  That was for practice.  Then He made school boards.  Mark Twain
A.  How God Designed Us

Hook

Why does an interior designer want to sit down and talk with you before she begins designing and furnishing your home or office?

Suppose you went inside the interior designer’s own home, what would you expect to find?

Book

Read Gen 1:31-2:1. 

Read Romans 8:3-6

Read Gen 1:23-27

Look

What do you think God’s design of our world tells us about Him? 

Why might God consider us to be the ultimate masterpiece in that creation? 

If God created us in his likeness, what are some conclusions one might draw about our and God’s primary characteristics?

Took

If God wants to communicate with us, what might be some if His primary reasons for doing so?

How might He communicate with us?

B.  How God Provided For Us.  

Hook

What are the most important qualities we need to instill in our children if they are going to be happy and fulfilled adults, capable of passing that to their kids?

How do we provide those things?

Book

Let’s examine how God provided for us.

Provision  Read Gen 1:29, 2:8-9  What did God provide? 

Purpose    Read Gen 1:28, 2:15    What purpose did man have? 

Protection  Read Gen 2:16-17     What one thing was prohibited? 

Parties (relationships)  Read Gen 2:19-22  How did Adam discover that he needed someone?

Look

To what degree to you think God still provides those things?  

In what ways do we now seek purpose in our lives?

Why do you think God make one prohibition?

What do you think was meant by “knowledge of good and evil”?

Took      

Why do you think God gave us a deep need for personal relationships?  What might this tell us about Him?

God made us unique in His creation.  As a reflection of himself he created us to enjoy relationships with him and with others.  As a whole, how well do you think people are doing? 

C.  What Went Wrong With The Design 

1. Doubt about God’s Provision and Protection

Hook

What are some effective ways people divide one person or group from another?

How did Hitler do it?  How did he use truth to his advantage?  

Book

Read Genesis 3.

Look

Why do you think Satan worded his question this way?  What do you think he was trying to accomplish?

In what ways did Eve’s answer differ from what God actually said in Chapter 2:16-17?  What are some things Satan had now accomplished?

Why do you think Eve is beginning to doubt God’s provision?

Took

What determines right and wrong in our culture?

Why do you think people in our culture doubt what God tells us?  

2.  Doubt about God’s Heart

Hook

When has a true statement or a fact been used against you in a false manner?

Book

Read Gen 3:4  Was this statement true or false?

Read Gen 3:5  Was this statement true or false?

Look

What false conclusions could be drawn from the truth in those statements.

Took

Are we sometimes tempted to think that God is “holding out on us” in terms of things we think would make our lives better?  What kinds of things make us feel this way?

3.  Desire to Be in Control

Hook

“All that glitters is not gold.”  Tell about a time when you have seen that statement prove to be true.

Book

Read Gen 3:6

Look

What appealed to the woman about the fruit of the tree? What did she hope to gain from eating it? 

Adam and Eve had a constant conversational relationship with God.  If everything He knows was available to them, what kind of “wisdom” might they have been seeking?

Took

Why do humans seek to be wise and knowledgeable about all things? 

C.  The Consequences of a Damaged Design

Hook

What are some of the satisfactions in seeing our children become independent of us?  

In what ways does this bring heartache?

Book

Read Gen 3:7-24

Read Isaiah 53:6

Romans 3:22-23

Look

Do you think what happened in Gen 3:16-19 was God’s punishment, or simply the natural consequences of God granting them the independence they were seeking?

What effect of those changes do we see now in our:

Relationships?  Jobs?  Character?

What are some ways people seem to “fall short of God’s glory”?

What is the connection between the independence described in Isaiah and the sin described in Romans 3:23?

Took

In the Genesis 3 account one can plainly see that God’s emotions are running high.  The consequences of these events appear to be very important to Him.  Verses 14, 15 and 21 give us some advance insight into God’s planned future reaction to the new situation.  

How would you characterize Gods feeling about Adam’s new, and consequently our, condition?

What would you expect God to do as a result?

The perfect environment God provided and the perfect relationship He created were spoiled by man choosing to distrust God and take things into his own hands.  We were intended to live in perfect relationship with our Creator, but daily we realize that it is an imperfect world and we are imperfect people.  Yet, even at the time of man’s first disobedience, God had a way to restore that relationship.

WHO IS JESUS?

Hook

If you stopped 10 people on a street corner in a large city, what are some of the responses you would get to the question, “Who is Jesus?”

Book

Jesus’ friends and enemies had things to say about who Jesus is, and Jesus described his own identity several times:  

Read Matthew 16:13-16.  

Read John 14:6-9.  

Read John 10:24-33

Read John 1:1-4 and 1:14

Look 

If we are all God’s children, what might Peter have meant by “Son of God”? 

How does Jesus’ description of himself differ from that of “representative”, or “ambassador?”

Jesus’ enemies asked for Jesus to describe himself in plain language.  How do you interpret what he then said?

Jesus, as a man, was born, and died in 32 AD.  What does John 1:1-4 and 1:14 say about Jesus’ identity and the span of his existence?  

Took

Who do you think the Bible is saying that Jesus is?

How might Jesus’ identity relate to the situation of a damaged design we discussed on page 6? 

Many interpret the Bible as saying that Jesus has existed for eternity.  He came to earth 2000 years ago, born to a virgin named Mary.  Hundreds of years before, the great prophets had foretold His coming.  The Old Testament, which was written by many individuals over a period of 1,500 years, contains more than 300 references to His coming.

At the age of 30, Jesus began His public ministry.  In the three years that followed, He gave people the formula for a full and abundant life on earth as well as for life after death.

The life Jesus led, the miracles He performed, the words He spoke, His death on the cross, His resurrection, His ascent to heaven—all point to the fact that He was not mere man.  Mohammed was merely a prophet; Buddha, by his own admission was an agnostic; Confucius was an ethical teacher – but Jesus claimed to be God.

Jesus is often described as a teacher, a good man, and/or a prophet.  How are these descriptions inaccurate, not merely incomplete, descriptions of who the Bible says Jesus is? 
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