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INVITING OTHERS ON THE JOURNEY

INTRODUCTION

God created man in His own image. Even though we have rebelled against Him and gone our own way, He loves us so much He came to redeem us from our sinful state.

In earlier studies we have examined the facts related to Christ’s life, death and resurrection; how we can know Him and have eternal life; how to grow in our relationship with Him; how to live with His Spirit control​ling our lives and how to have a meaningful prayer life.

As if an abundant meaningful life with Christ and a promise of eternity in His presence were not enough, God has chosen to involve us in the most meaningful process that can take place on this planet — helping introduce others to our wonderful Savior. He refers to us as salt, light, and His ambassadors, and then commands us to join Him in spreading the good news.

In this book, we will work our way through an understanding of God’s plan and then through the actual process of creating an event where others in our sphere of influence will have an opportunity to meet Christ and begin the incredible journey of life with Him.

To be effective this process requires continuity, so we would urge you to participate as regularly as possible.

Lesson 1

KNOWING GOD

HIS VIEW OF ME

Read the following passages of Scripture and discuss some of the implications of what they tell us about the way God views us and His plans for us

Psalm 103:8-14

Jer. 29:11

Romans 4:5

Ephesians 2:5-6

II Timothy 4:8

How do you think these passages should make you feel about your​self?

Why?

HIS SOVEREIGNTY

Read some of the incidents in the life of Joseph from these passages in Genesis (note important points or events):

Genesis 37:11-20

Genesis 37:25-28

Genesis 39:1-6

Genesis 41:37-45

Genesis 45:7-8; 50:20

How do you see the sovereignty of God at work in Joseph’s life?

What are some things in your background that either you or others may have done, with no thought of God, that helped prepare you for where you are today in your relationship to God?

How might these things now be used by God to enrich your life with Him or to make an impact on the lives of others?

In the following verses, what are some of the results of a proper view of God and His sovereignty?

Isaiah 6:1-5
Isaiah 6:8

Jeremiah 17:7-8

Colossians 1:9-12

HIS VIEW OF OTHERS

Read Luke 15:25-32.

How is our view of those who have lived a life apart from God some​times like that of the older brother?

What did his attitude fail to realize about the father?

How would you characterize the father’s response to the older brother?

If you really believe what God is teaching here, what misconceptions about Him do you need to change, or what questions do you need to clarity?

In I Corinthians 9:19-22 how would you describe Paul’s feelings toward those who do not yet know Christ? 

Read II Peter 3:9. What does this teach us concerning God’s view of the people around us? 
GROWING FAITH

The cycle of growing faith:

1. Develop relationships with God (get to know Him Romans 10:17








4.Faith is tested

(Genesis 22:l-12)

(Matthew 14:22, 24)

(James 1:2-4)
Lesson 2

ENTRUSTED WITH RECONCILIATION

THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION

Read 2 Corinthians 5:18-19. How would you define the word “recon​ciliation”?

What does it mean for a person to be reconciled to God?

How would you describe our role in this process?

PAUL’S PERSPECTIVE ON SHARING THE GOSPEL

Read Colossians 1:28-29

How would you describe Paul’s view of evangelism?

The Scriptures often emphasize important points by repeating them? What do you think this passage tells us in that regard?

How does this apply to you?

A LIFE OF IMPACT

Can you think of opportunities you have had to talk with others about Christ but have not done so?

What are some of the reasons we hesitate to share the gospel with others?

OUR SPHERES OF INFLUENCE

•
Family and friends (John 1:40-42)

•
Those we meet in daily activities (Luke 5:29)

•
Strangers (Luke 10:1-9)

Which of these groups do you think is most important?

What will happen if you focus on any one group to the exclusion of the others?

What are some things you can do to prepare yourself to become more available to God as a minister of reconciliation?

Lesson 3
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS THAT MATTER

One sure way to keep from seeing others come to know Christ is for true believers to huddle together in isolation from the rest of the world. While doing so keeps us safe from non-Christian influence, there is one major flaw in this approach - it goes against everything Christ did and said.

What should our attitude be toward others? (Philippians 2:3-4)

What are some ways we can show this attitude to non-believers?

What are some of the obstacles to developing meaningful, new friend​ships with non-believers? 

What can you do if your personality is such that building new friendships is difficult?

PREPARING TO BE THE INFLUENCER IN RELATIONSHIPS

Almost everything taken to the extreme is dangerous. A rare exception is extreme dedication in following Christ. Ideas about how we are to effectively influence others to follow Him are often taken to the extreme in differing directions.

One direction focuses on our difference and our holiness. Taken to the extreme, we become aloof and lose any real prospect of drawing people to Christ. We almost expect them to clean up their act and come to us.

The other direction is thinking that we have to become like the world to have any impact. Taken to the extreme, the world has more influence on us than we do on the world. Our lives become indistinguishable from those who do not know Christ and we lose all chance of drawing people to the Savior.

Read I Corinthians 9:19-20 and I John 2:15-17. Then discuss what our attitude should be toward non-believers and how we can maintain a life that is both pleasing to God and that will also draw people to realize their need for Christ.

GETTING STARTED

Make a list of people you already know who probably do not know Jesus Christ in a personal way:

Family:

Friends:

Neighbors:

People at Work:

Professional acquaintances:

Others:

Make a list of some possible activities you might undertake to expand your circle of non-believing friends:

Neighborhood:

Joint Projects:

Meeting physical/material needs:

Sports/Coaching:

Civic Interests:

Other:

Following are some suggested steps to implement your plan. Below each one make a note of specific things that apply to your situation.

GO (where non-believers are)

TAKE (initiative to meet them)

SEEK (to understand them)

SHOW (genuine interest in them)

Discuss each of the three principles found in Colossians 4:2-6 as they relate to effectively influencing others for Christ.

1.

2.

3.

Lesson 4

ENTERING INTO HIS PRESENCE

(PRAYER)
Look at three portions of Jesus’ prayer in John 17 and identify several things that characterized His prayer life.

John 17:1-5

John 17:9-19

John 17:20

Why do you think Jesus believed prayer was so important?

What difference do you think prayer will make in our plans to create an event where our peers can hear the gospel? 

STARTING WITH PRAISE

What should be our primary motivation for praise? (Revelation 5:12)

Read Psalm 22:3-5. If God inhabits praise, what are some possible benefits to our relationship with Him?

Read Hebrews 13:15. Why do you think we are directed to offer praise?

PRAYING FOR EACH OTHER

Why do you think it is important that we as Christians pray for one another? (Colossians 1:9-11; James 5:16)

From Ephesians 1:15-19 and Philippians 1:9-11, what are some things we can pray for each other?

PRAYING FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT YET KNOW CHRIST

According to 2 Peter 3:9 and 1 Timothy 2:4, what should be our attitude toward those who do not yet know Christ? 

How do you think prayer fits into this? (1 Timothy 2:1-2)

Taken in the context of Colossians 4:2-6, what difference should verse 2 make in us?

If God answers the prayer in Ephesians 6:19-20 as it relates to us, how do you think you would see this difference in everyday life?

PRAYING WITH CONFIDENCE

How should we view the promises in John 13:13-14 and John 15:7?
Using the names you wrote in Lesson 3, page 11, as a starting point, ask the Lord to guide you in beginning to make a list of people you would like to see enter into a vital relationship with Him and begin praying regularly for these people.

Lesson 5

HOW TO REACH FRIENDS

AND

INFLUENCE PEOPLE

BIBLICAL PRECEDENCE

Read Luke 5:27-32. How would you describe Matthew’s role in this

outreach event for his friends? 

How mature do you think Matthew was as a follower of Christ at the

time he hosted this event? 

Why do you think Jesus was present?

How would you describe His role?

DISTINCTIVES OF A SMALL GROUP OUTREACH EVENT

1.
The setting is comfortable, informal and nonreligious.

2.
The audience is made up primarily of non-believers invited by their friends.

3.
The event is conducted as a friendly gathering, not as a religious meeting.

4.
The gospel is presented clearly, but in a personal and relevant way.

5.
Since those present are invited by personal friends, follow-up is natural.

GUESTS

Who to invite?

Focus on inviting your friends and acquaintances from the business and professional community who will be comfortable and fit in well with the others in your group.

What are some other ways you might reach out to friends who would not fit into this particular kind of gathering or this mix of people?

How many to invite?

Experience with this type of small group outreach shows two important things related to the number of people to invite:

1.
The event is less threatening for the guests if the guests outnumber the group members. A good rule-of-thumb is to target having a 3 to 1 ratio (three guests for each group member). If the guests are in a minority, they can feel as if they are intruding on a “family” event.

2.
You should invite at least twice the number you would like to have attend.


Example: Your group has 10 people who will participate. You want to have 30 guests for a total of 40 at the event. Each person in your group should invite six guests in anticipation of three actually attending.

List them and pray for them.

Referring back to your list from the end of Lesson 4, page 16, begin praying daily for the people you are considering inviting to the outreach event. Pray that God will lead you to the six names that would be positively influenced by this event and by becoming involved in the discipleship Bible study.

LOCATION

Keep in mind that the setting should be comfortable, informal and non​religious.

Similar small group outreach events have been successful in settings such as:

a private dining club

a comfortable home

backyard cookout

private room at a restaurant or hotel

Discuss possible locations your group can use for the event.

DATE

Discuss the best date for the outreach event.

Select two or three possible dates and check on the availability of the location so you can offer your potential speaker some dates from which to choose.

SPEAKER

Select a speaker from the local community or from a neighboring city to minimize the travel expenses incurred.

The speaker should be someone whose name is recognized by many of the potential guests.

The speaker should be someone who came to know Christ personally as an adult so he can relate more closely to the guests who do not yet know Christ.

The speaker should be someone who has been trained in clearly commu​nicating the gospel in a personal and relevant way to audiences like yours.

EMCEE

Decide on one of your group members to act as emcee for the outreach event.

The emcee should be able to:

•
Welcome everyone and put him or her at ease prior to the meal.

•
Effectively introduce the speaker. Close the event after the speaker has finished.

INVITATION

Decide on the type of invitation you want to use.

Assign someone in your group the task of writing the letter or designing the card.

The invitation should be non-threatening and non-religious. It should contain the date, location, time and some information on the speaker along with a brief statement indicating that the subject will relate to the speaker’s personal experience with Jesus Christ. (This reference will serve as a filter for those who are not yet ready to hear the gospel and prevent the guests from feeling they came under any false pretenses.)

If a letter is used, it is a good idea to print a list of the names of those in your group in small print down the left margin as the sponsors. Do not use the name of any organization on the invitation. Using an organization’s name gives the impression there is something for the guests to join and is often a deterrent.

After the invitations have been mailed, each group member should contact in person or by telephone those he/she invited to make sure the invitation was received and to determine who will be able to attend.

COMMENT CARDS

Realize that the use of comment cards at such an outreach event is often a faith barrier that many will have to overcome.

Use of the cards is very important for two significant reasons:

1. They give the guests an opportunity to record any decision they make or interest they have. This is often a very important intermedi​ate step towards the biblical command to confess Christ with our mouths.

2. They give us an indication of where the guests are spiritually and their level of interest in having us pursue them further with a per​sonal presentation of the gospel or an invitation to Bible study.

The comment cards should be designed to contain places for the guests to write their name, address and telephone number; several lines for comments and/or questions; and a place for them to indicate if they:

•
prayed and received Christ.

•
are interested in Bible study.

•
would like more information about a personal relationship with Christ.

Also plan to furnish pencils with the comment cards. Golf pencils work well for this.

CONTENT/PROGRAM

Be sure to arrive before your guests.

There should be plenty of non-religious conversation just as you would expect at any other function.

The emcee should welcome everyone on behalf of the sponsors and encourage them to relax and enjoy the meal.

After the meal, the emcee should again welcome everyone and then introduce the speaker.

The speaker should take a total of about 30-35 minutes. He should begin by sharing a little about his life, business, professional or civic background. The speaker should then present his own story of how he came to know Christ and the difference that has made in his life.

If possible, the speaker should be the one to close with a prayer giving those in the audience an opportunity to receive Christ.

The emcee should thank the speaker, then tell everyone in the audience that the speaker is interested in their thoughts or questions about the evening (or luncheon), and ask that everyone fill out a comment card. (Note: The comment cards should remain out of sight until this time.)

Someone at each table should take the initiative to pass the comment cards around that table. Those of you who are sponsoring the event should begin to fill out the cards without looking around to see if others are. The guests will normally follow your lead in filling out the cards.

The emcee should read through the comment card item by item, taking just enough time on each line for people to write the information. Then ask that everyone place the cards face down in the center of the table (or return them to the envelope if they were originally in an envelope.)

Thank everyone for attending and invite him or her to stay and talk or greet the speaker personally.

Be sure no one starts to gather the comment cards until the guests have left.

FOLLOW-UP

Follow-up should begin within a few days of the outreach event while the event and what the speaker shared is still fresh on the minds of the guests.

In later lessons we will discuss the details of obtaining the follow-up appointments and how to conduct them.

Lesson 6

A FOCUS ON FOLLOW-UP

Exposing people to the gospel and then forgetting about them is not only unbiblical, it is bordering on cruelty. People may hear someone share his personal story and the gospel in a public setting and desire to know Christ and yet have questions that can be addressed only in a more private setting.

Some may have their interest piqued by what they heard but need personal encouragement to go ahead with a decision to trust Christ. Others may actually receive Christ but still have questions and may have no idea what to do with their new faith.

It is difficult to overstate the importance of individual follow-up after an outreach event.

Read Acts 18:7-11. Why do you think Christ cleared the way for Paul to settle in Corinth for 18 months?

How would you describe Paul’s ultimate goal for the new believers with whom he came in contact (Colossians 1:28)?

What did Paul know was necessary in order for men to be complete in Christ (Colossians 2:6-7)? 

How do you think our different gifts and talents work in this process of involvement with new believers (Ephesians 4:11-13)?

PURPOSE OF INITIAL FOLLOW-UP APPOINTMENTS

•
Give the person an opportunity to ask questions.

•
Give a clear presentation of the gospel.

•
Be certain the person knows how to receive Christ.

•
Give the person an opportunity to receive Christ.

•
Challenge the person to become involved in the on-going Bible study.

EQUIPPED FOR FOLLOW-UP

The following two lessons well help with the background we need for effective follow-up appointments. Lesson 9 will deal with the actual “how to’s” for obtaining and conducting the appointments.

Lesson 7

“A TALE OF TWO LIVES”

Whether on a follow-up appointment after an outreach event, engaged in personal conversation about spiritual things, or publicly sharing before a group, it is always good to be prepared to effectively and concisely communicate how you came to know Christ personally. (Reference 1 Peter 3:15.)

In just one phrase (such as July, 1992, or my senior year in college, or when I was 15, or about 3 years ago) indicate when you came to know Christ personally (each person share their answer).

What one word or one phrase would best describe you or what motivated your life before you knew Christ (each person share their answer)?

Use one sentence or less to describe how you heard the gospel. (Think of the time you heard the gospel clearly and were impacted by it, and not about growing up hearing it your entire life.)

What one word or phrase best describes the easiest change you saw after receiving Christ?

Now, that was simple. Each of you has given your testimony. The only thing left is to refine it and add flesh to the skeleton so you can communicate it effectively.

A. Begin by telling a little about your background, life, work or interests. Avoid using religious or churchy terms in order to communicate most effectively with those who do not yet know Christ. Do not begin by talking about your religious background.

· Around what did your life revolve? 

· What motivated or drove you? 

· How did you cope with difficulties?

B.
Tell about the circumstances leading to you hearing the gospel.

· Who was involved in helping you hear? 

· What was the setting?

· What did you hear that really sparked your interest? 

· What made you realize you needed a Savior? 

· What were some barriers you had to overcome?

C.
How did you receive Christ?

· Did someone lead you through a prayer?

· Were you alone when you asked Christ into your life?

D.
Tell about some things that changed in your thinking and actions.

· Was there an immediate sense of peace or fulfillment? 

· Did you lose your desire for some things that had been harmful?

· Did you begin to understand and care for others in a new way?

· Did you have a desire to get to know more about God?

· Use some specific examples to show how you were affected.

Your entire story should be prepared so that it does NOT mention denominations and does not reflect negatively on any group or church. Be positive throughout.

Two more items and you are well on your way to having a clear and effective presentation.

1.
Think of something (non-spiritual) to use as a hook or introduction. It could be a hobby you enjoyed, a life-changing or life-threatening experience, an example that shows what motivated you, or anything you can use that communicates clearly and is interesting. It would also be helpful if near the end of your story you could refer back to this in a meaningful way.

2.
Think of one verse from the Bible that will naturally fit into your story. Read Hebrews 4:12, I Peter 1:23, I Corinthians 1:18 and Isaiah 55:11 to understand the significance of using Scripture as you communicate the gospel. The verse you use should fit naturally into your story and is best used at the midway point or later.

After taking time to work on these individually, be prepared to share your story with your group so you can help each other fine-tune them.

Read the following testimony and note:

the before

the how

the after

Larry Burkett

Financial Counselor

Gainesville, Georgia

My first real disillusionment in life came soon after I graduated from college. I realized that after six years of attending school in the evenings to get a degree in marketing and finance, I was totally disgusted with a system that didn’t teach me what I thought I should have learned. My personal goals had always been to achieve education, position and money--in that order--but my education didn’t seem to add anything valuable to my life.

Consequently, I set out to achieve my next goal--position. I tried to control everything I came in contact with, including my business, my wife and my family. I refused to take advice or direction from anybody. Confident that I could do a good job, they left me alone for fear of incurring my wrath. But even with position, my life was characterized by an alarming lack of peace and meaning. When I became vice president of a manufacturing company, feelings of rejection and depression put me in even worse shape emotionally.

I went on to achieve my third goal of accumulating money. A hoarder by nature, ever since the first dollar I ever made, I have always saved half of what I earned. But even financial status left me more and more depressed. In reaching all three of my life goals, I discovered that nothing I had done was meaningful.

Meanwhile, as I looked around at the so-called Christians I knew--the avid churchgoers--they seemed as depressed and miserable as I was. And I thought, “What good would Christianity do me?”

Then seven years ago, during a dental appointment, my dentist explained what Jesus Christ had done in his life. “1 have perfect peace,” he said. “I don’t have to seek after new things to give my life meaning. I love my wife and my children; but most of all, I love my Lord.”

God used that experience to spark an interest, and I joined the dentist’s

Bible study specifically to argue with him and shatter the credibility of his faith. But as I questioned everything he said during the next three or four months, I noticed wisdom in the doctor that I had not seen in anyone else. He never argued back, but took me right into the Bible. “Well, God said...” he would begin ‘giving me answers from Scripture. After six months of being confronted with the authority of God Himself, I asked Christ to come into my life, cleanse me of my selfish attitudes and actions, and inject my life with meaning.

After receiving Christ, I found that my old attitudes were being conquered. I began to love people, especially my family. But the greatest change of the last seven years is that, day in and day out, my life has been characterized by peace--the peace that comes from Christ, and not from trying to attain wealth and status.

What was Larry’s life like before he received Christ?

In what circumstances did Larry hear the Gospel?

How did Larry receive Christ?

What happened in Larry’s life after he received Christ?

Lesson 8

CLEAR AND CONCISE

At the end of Lesson 6, we said Lessons 7 and 8 would deal with equipping us for follow-up. Lesson 7 should give us confidence that we can speak about our own experience if the situation calls for it. This lesson will prepare us to actually lead another person through the gospel in a clear and concise manner, showing them how they can make a life-changing commitment to follow our Savior.

We will be able to help people:

•
see God’s perfect love for them

•
understand their need for His forgiveness

•
see that Jesus is God’s provision for our sins

•
see the need for personally committing to Him have an opportunity to make that commitment

Read Romans 1:16. How would you relate this verse to the opportunity to share Christ with someone who has already expressed interest in Him?

Read Romans 10:13-15. How much importance do you think God places on our role in the process of someone hearing and coming to know Him?

As you prepare to share the gospel with someone, it helps to put things in proper perspective. To do this, let’s examine a definition of successful witnessing.

Successful witnessing is simply taking the initiative to share

Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit and leaving the results to

God.

Now the pressure for results should be off. Nothing we can say will actually bring anyone into the kingdom of God, nor will it keep him or her out. Our part is to be sure we are filled with the Holy Spirit, attuned to His leading, and to take the initiative whenever He gives us the opportunity.

The Four Spiritual Laws booklet has proven to be one of the most effective tools in the history of Christianity in communicating the gospel to others. Here are a few of the benefits of this booklet.

It gives you a tool so you do not have to rely on your memory or try to think of clever ways to share.

It begins on a positive note.

It presents the claims of Christ clearly.

It includes an invitation to receive Christ.

It is brief and helps you stay on the subject.

It can be left with the person if he/she is not ready to receive Christ at this time.

Let’s read through the booklet now together. Discuss the benefits just listed as you look at each of the four laws.

Tips on using The Four Spiritual Laws booklet:

•
Personalize it by using the person’s name and by showing a genuine interest in the person.

Hold the booklet where the person can read along with you.

• 
Be personal but do not get sidetracked by trying to add too many comments.

•
Ask the questions in the booklet and give the person time to respond.

•
Fold the booklet back so only the page you are reading is visible. This helps keep the person from looking ahead and failing to really listen.

Review I John 1:9 as it relates to your own life. What importance do you think this has related to sharing the gospel with others?

Read Ephesians 5:18 and discuss the relationship of this verse to our definition of successful witnessing.

Lesson 9

ONE-ON-ONE

Now we are down to the actual “how to’s” for the follow--up appointment. After completing lessons 7 and 8 you should feel you have done your part to become equipped. So, how do we get and conduct the appointment?

First let’s look at some basic principles concerning individual follow-up.

The majority of significantly and obviously changed lives produced through outreach events have been in the men and women who were followed up on an individual basis after attending an outreach event.

A few principles apply that will help in obtaining and conducting such follow-up appointments:

1. Every guest at the event who checked any box on the comment card, as well as those who made significant comments, should be con​tacted for one-on-one appointments.

2. Expect the person to want to meet with you. He/she has already responded positively by attending the event and again by filling out the card.

3. Handle the call for the appointment as you would a call for a busi​ness appointment.

4. The two main goals of the appointment are to:

•
clearly share the gospel and give the person an opportunity to receive Christ.

•
encourage the person to become involved in the on-going Bible discussion group.

CALLING FOR THE APPOINTMENT

1. All calls should be handled the same regardless of which box the person checked on the comment card. Do not mention the comment card.

2. Make the calls within a few days of the event.

3. Pray before making the calls.

4. Know your calendar and be ready with dates to suggest for getting together.

5.
Call men and professional women at the office just as you would for any other business appointment.

6.
Remember the purpose for your call is to get an appointment, not to discuss the event or spiritual matters over the phone.

7.
Remember to expect them to want to meet with you. Your attitude about this will be reflected in your voice.

8.
Practice what you plan to say until you are comfortable with it before you make the call.

9.
Make the call. A sample conversation might go as follows:

“I’m _______, a friend of ______ (host or speaker). We met at the _________ when _______ spoke _____________ (last week). I want to see if we might get together and let me get your feedback about the dinner, and I wanted to discuss what ________ shared and let you know about some things that are going on, and wondered if_________________ (“this week” or name 2 or 3 days) would be good for your schedule.”

(Alter the beginning, of course, for someone you know.)

Be prepared to say, “If breakfast or a cup of coffee after work would suit you better, let’s try that.”

10.  Have one or two restaurants in mind to suggest for the appointment.

If the person does not want to meet, don’t press.

CONDUCTING THE APPOINTMENT

Be on time; don’t make the person wait.

Relax.

Be sensitive to time limitations.

Be sincere and talk about personal things to help the person relax.
Transition to talking about spiritual things by asking questions.

Following are examples of some transition questions:

“What did you think of the dinner?’

“What did you think of what ____(speaker) had to say?”

“What did you think of what he said about his relationship with God?”

“Where would you say you are on your spiritual journey?”

If the opportunity calls for it, share briefly from your own testimony as it relates to what has been said.

Transition to sharing the Four Spiritual Laws booklet:

“I found something that makes a lot of sense to me in understanding what _________(speaker) was saying. I’d like to take a few minutes and go through it with you, if that’s okay.”

Transition to tile Bible study:

Vary the beginning based upon the person’s response to the Four Spiritual Laws:

If he/she prayed:

“The decision you just made is so important, I know you will want to explore what God has in store for you.”

If he/she did not pray:

“We both know how important this whole subject is, and it certainly bears further examination.”

Then:

“There are some men/women who get together on ________ morning at _________ and look at what the Bible has to say about some of these things and what difference it makes in everyday life.”

“There’s nothing to join, and I’m sure you’ll know some of the people there.”

“I’d like to challenge you to try it three times. If you come three times and aren’t getting anything out of it, then you don’t have to come back and nobody will bother you.”

“Would you like me to phone you the day before to remind you?”

Lesson 10

3-2-1 LIFT OFF

Review Luke 5:29

What our small group is about to undertake has been going on in one form or another for 2000 years. We are not alone.

At this time just before the outreach event, it might be good to remind ourselves of two important factors:

Motivation

Preparation

MOTIVATION

As followers of Christ what is our role as depicted in II Corinthians 5:18-19?

What are some principles in I Corinthians 9:19-23 that apply to our attitude toward this outreach event and the follow-up?

PREPARATION

Remember the purpose of the event and be sure to create the right atmosphere.

Prayer:
Colossians 4:2 Ephesians 6:18 (for the speaker)

Details of the Event:

Date:

Speaker: 

Confirmed? 

Arrival and transportation details?

Venue: 

Confirmed? Address food service seating

Speaker’s position, podium, microphone, etc.

Food: 

Menu who is preparing?

Confirm the number of expected guests

Program: 

Emcee

Speaker’s bio

Comment cards

Follow-up:


Remember to begin the follow-up within 2 or 3 days after the event

Who will coordinate the follow-up?

Who wants someone to help on follow-up appointments?

Someone close in prayer for our group, for the speaker, for those who will attend, and for the follow-up.

LESSON 11

WHERE TO GO FROM HERE?

Review the outreach event:

What went right?

What went wrong?

What could we do to make it better next time?

Discuss the follow-up:

Have you begun calling for appointments?

What kind of response are you experiencing?

Read 2 Timothy 2:2. What does this tell us about our ongoing responsibility for those who come to know Christ through our influence?

How can we be involved personally in this process?

What are some ways we may take advantage of the gifts and abilities of others we know?

What are some ways we can build deeper relationships with those who attended the dinner:

Those who responded?

Inviting Others on the Journey

Those who were not ready to respond?

What are some ways we as a small group can continue to build on the things we have learned through the process of planning and conducting this outreach event and the follow-up?

6. Produce a response of praise (Psalm 34:1; 40:1-3)








2. Growth in level of trust (1 Peter 2:2-3) (Colossians 2 6—7)








5. See God’s faithfulness, grace, love and sovereignty (Genesis 22:13 - 18) (Matthew 14:31-33)








3. Become willing to take steps of faith (Daniel 11:32b) (Luke 6:46) (John 2:5)
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