Communicating With God
Core Concept: While prayer is simply talking with God, it is far more than just bringing Him a long list of things we want.

Key passage: Philippians 4:6,7

What makes prayer difficult?

I. What is prayer?


A. Prayer is _________________ with God.


B. The role of communicating to a "loving Father."

Psalm 103:13

1 Peter 5:6,7

Matthew 7:7-11

• If we believed these truths, how would you be living? How would these truths affect your attitudes, actions, and relationships?

C. We can talk to God about anything, at any time, and in any place.

Hebrews 4:14-16

Colossians 1:9-12

Matthew 6:9-10

James 1:5

Ephesians 3:13-19

James 5:14-16

• What thought or need is most on your mind right now?

II. Why is prayer important?


A. It brings _____________ and glory to God (John 14:13).


B. It increases our ______________ with God (James 4:8a).


C. God ____________ us to pray (1 Thessalonians 5:17; Colossians 4:2a).


D. Prayer ____________ God's power and _________ us to impact others (James 5:16b).

"To pray is to change. Prayer is the central avenue God uses to transform us. If we are unwilling to change, we will abandon prayer as a noticeable characteristic of our lives. The closer we come to the heart of God the more we desire to be conformed to Christ. To pray is to change." Richard Foster

III. How are we to pray?


Adoration (Psalm 145:8-9).


Confession (Psalm 66:18; Psalm 139:23,24)

"Sin demands to have a man by himself. It withdraws him from the community. The more isolated a person is, the more destructive will be the power of sin over him, and the more disastrous is this isolation. Sin wants to remain unknown. It shuns the light. In the darkness of the unexpressed it poisons the whole being of a person." Dietrich Bonhoffer


Thanksgiving (Psalm 92:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:18).


Supplication (Matthew 6:11, 13; Colossians 4:3)

• What do you need to do about what you have learned today?

Psalm 103:13, "The LORD is like a father to his children,

       tender and compassionate to those who fear him."
1 Peter 5:6,7, "Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
Matthew 7:7-11, "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.

 9"Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!"
Hebrews 4:14-16, " Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 16Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need."
Colossians 1:9-12, "For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you[a] to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light."
Matthew 6:9-10, "This, then, is how you should pray: " 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven."
James 1:5, " If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him."
Ephesians 3:13-19, " For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
James 5:14-16, " 14Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective."
John 14:13, "And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father."
James 4:8a, "Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded."
1 Thessalonians 5:17; Colossians 4:2a, "pray continually," "Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful."
James 5:16b, "Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective."
Psalm 145:8-9, "The LORD is gracious and compassionate,

       slow to anger and rich in love. 9 The LORD is good to all;

       he has compassion on all he has made."
Psalm 66:18; Psalm 139:23,24, "If I had cherished sin in my heart,

       the Lord would not have listened," "Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting
"Give us today our daily bread," "And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one." "And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains."















