How Can God's Forgiveness Become Real?
Core Concept: God's forgiveness is complete and eternal as a result of Jesus' death on our behalf.

Why does a relationship with God seem to not affect a person's life?

Why is a relationship with God often a struggle?

I. Barriers in our relationship with God.


1. We possess a sin nature.

Jeremiah 17:9

Romans 3:10-12

Romans 3:23

2. We do not naturally live by faith.

• What has God given to all believers?


Colossians 1:13, 14


Psalm 103:12


Romans 8:1

• Read 1 Corinthians 2:14-3:3 and note the following spiritual conditions of people:
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II. The Solution.


1. God's forgiveness is complete in Christ.



Hebrews 10:10-18



• How many of your sins were in the future when Jesus died for you? 



• What has Jesus done with the sins you will commit tomorrow or next year?


2. Understand relationship verses fellowship.


3. Restore fellowship with God.



1 John 1:9

• Confession: 1) Agree with God, 2) Thank God for forgiveness, 3) Turn toward God and away from sin, and 4) Trust, by faith, that you are completely forgiven and cleansed by God. 




4. Seek restitution with others.

Jeremiah 17:9, "The human heart is most deceitful and desperately wicked. Who really knows how bad it is?"

Romans 3:10-12, "As the Scriptures say,

    "No one is good--

       not even one. 

11 No one has real understanding;

       no one is seeking God.

12 All have turned away from God;

       all have gone wrong.

    No one does good,

       not even one."

Romans 3:23, "For all have sinned; all fall short of God's glorious standard."

Colossians 1:13-14, "For he has rescued us from the one who rules in the kingdom of darkness, and he has brought us into the Kingdom of his dear Son. 14God has purchased our freedom with his blood and has forgiven all our sins."

Psalm 103:12, "He has removed our rebellious acts as far away from us as the east is from the west."

Romans 8:1, "So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus."

1 Corinthians 2:14-3:3, "But people who aren't Christians can't understand these truths from God's Spirit. It all sounds foolish to them because only those who have the Spirit can understand what the Spirit means. 15We who have the Spirit understand these things, but others can't understand us at all. 16How could they? For,

    "Who can know what the Lord is thinking?

     Who can give him counsel?"

    But we can understand these things, for we have the mind of Christ.

(3) Dear brothers and sisters, when I was with you I couldn't talk to you as I would to mature Christians. I had to talk as though you belonged to this world or as though you were infants in the Christian life. 2 I had to feed you with milk and not with solid food, because you couldn't handle anything stronger. And you still aren't ready, 3for you are still controlled by your own sinful desires. You are jealous of one another and quarrel with each other. Doesn't that prove you are controlled by your own desires? You are acting like people who don't belong to the Lord.

Hebrews 10:10-18, "And what God wants is for us to be made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all time.

    11Under the old covenant, the priest stands before the altar day after day, offering sacrifices that can never take away sins. 12But our High Priest offered himself to God as one sacrifice for sins, good for all time. Then he sat down at the place of highest honor at God's right hand. 13There he waits until his enemies are humbled as a footstool under his feet. 14For by that one offering he perfected forever all those whom he is making holy.

    15And the Holy Spirit also testifies that this is so. First he says,

    16 "This is the new covenant I will make

       with my people on that day, says the Lord:

    I will put my laws in their hearts

       so they will understand them,

    and I will write them on their minds

       so they will obey them."

    17Then he adds,   

    "I will never again remember

       their sins and lawless deeds."

    18Now when sins have been forgiven, there is no need to offer any more sacrifices.

1 John 1:9, "But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us from every wrong."
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