Can I Trust The Bible?
Core Concept: The Bible is God's Word- reliable and accurate.

• Is the Bible full of myths and legends?

I. The Bible is unique.

A. It has continuity.

1) The Bible was written over a 1,600-year span. 2) The Bible was written by more than 40 authors from every walk of life- from king to peasant, philosopher to fisherman. 3) It was written in different places- from the wilderness, to a comfortable room, to a dungeon. 4) It was written in different times- from war to peace. 5) It was written during author's different moods- from the height of joy to the depths of despair. 6) It was written on three continents- Asia, Africa, and Europe. 7) It was written in three languages- Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. 8) It was written concerning hundreds of controversial issues. 

B. It has enormous circulation.

It has been read by more people and published in more languages than any other work- in 1993, 2,062 languages.

C. It has an amazing survival.

1) The Bible was written on perishable material such as papyrus and parchment. 2) It was copied and recopied for hundreds of years- yet this did not diminish its soundness. 3) It has more manuscript evidence than any other piece of classical literature. 4) It has withstood constant scrutiny and persecution.

II. There are various translations of the Bible.

A. The Old Testament was translated into Greek in the third century B.C. 

B. From 383 to 400 A.D., Jerome, the secretary to the bishop of Rome, translated the Bible into Latin.

C. In 1382 John Wycliff translated the Bible from Latin to English.

D. King James of England commissioned a translation that was published in 1611.

E. New American Standard.

F. New International Version.

G. Many Others.

III. The Bible has been confirmed through history.

A. Bibliographic test.

1) Definition: The examination of the number of manuscripts and the time interval between the original and the existing copy.

2) New Testament- 5,000 Greek manuscripts of portions of the NT and more than 15,000 in other languages and the time interval is less that 100 years.

3) Old Testament- In 1947, the discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls unveiled over 40,000 inscribed fragments of portions of many OT books, including 95% of the entire book of Isaiah.

B. The internal evidence test.

1) Men were eyewitnesses.

2) The authors had a willingness to portray themselves in a negative way.

3) The Bible claims to be God's Word.


• Deuteronomy 4:1,2


• Psalm 19:7; 119:160


• 2 Samuel 23:1, 2


• 2 Timothy 3:16


• 2 Peter 1:16-21


• Matthew 5:18; 22:23-28

C. The external evidence test of other historical support.

1) Josephus

2) Irenaeus- Bishop of Lyons, A.D.180

3) Archeology

• Old Testament- "There can be no doubt that archeology has confirmed the substantial historicity of Old Testament tradition." William F. Albright

• New Testament- "No statement in the New Testament has to this date been refuted by an 

unquestioned find of science or history. This in itself is a unique testimony to the amazing accuracy of the New Testament records." Henry Morris

IV.  The role of the Bible today.

A. Brings Faith: Romans 10:17.

B.  Leads to a knowledge of Christ: John 5:39, 46.

C.  Builds up and brings eternal life: Acts 20:32.

D.  Gives guidance in life: Psalm 119:105.

E. Equips us for life: 2 Timothy 3:16, 17.


1) ______________________


4) __________________________



• shows you the path



•shows you how to stay on the path




2) _____________________


3) __________________________



• shows you how to 



• shows you where you've gotten 



get back on the path



off the path

V. Since the Bible is God's Word and trustworthy, increase you reliance upon God's Word.

A. Prioritize God's Word.

B. Obey God's Word.

C. Read God's Word.

• Deuteronomy 4:1,2

1 Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2 Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you.


• Psalm 19:7; 119:160

7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple.

119: 160- All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal.


• 2 Samuel 23:1, 2

1 These are the last words of David: "The oracle of David son of Jesse, the oracle of the man exalted by the Most High, the man anointed by the God of Jacob, Israel's singer of songs:

 2 "The Spirit of the LORD spoke through me; his word was on my tongue.


• 2 Timothy 3:16-17

16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,

17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

• 2 Peter 1:16-21

16 We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eye-witnesses of his majesty.

 17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."

 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.

 19 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation.

 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.


• Matthew 5:18

18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.

• Romans 10:17

17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.

• John 5:39, 46

39 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me

46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.
• Acts 20:32

32 Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

• Psalm 119:105.

105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
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