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Understanding Follow-Up

I.
Introduction

A.
Take a few minutes and write down your concept of what initial follow-up involves.  What is the extent of your responsibility? What are you hoping to see accomplished?  (Share your definition with each other.)

B.
Consider this statistic:  Less than 1% in evangelical churches are involved in personal follow-up.

II.
Definition of initial follow-up

A.
Compare this definition with what you wrote under I.A:

“Follow-up is the spiritual work of leading a person to saving faith in Jesus Christ, if that relationship is not firmly established -- even though they may have heard the Gospel and, prayed a prayer.’  Once this crucial issue is settled, our purpose is to ground the new believer in his faith.”

B.
Read the following Scriptures and note how these further enhance a definition of follow-up:

1.
Colossians 1:28,29

2.
Acts 14:21,22

3.
In light of this Biblical emphasis, discuss the responsibility a serious Christian should have in following-up those who have heard the Gospel and professed faith.

C.
Major causes of failure in personal follow-up:

1.
Unclear about what needs to be done (lack of proper training)

2.
Fear of:  (pool your thoughts)

a.

b.

c.

D.
There are 2 types of follow-up:  1) limited (defined above) and 2) expanded (reproducing in someone else).

1.
Within this ministry, when we refer to initial follow-up, we are speaking of limited follow-up.  This includes:  a telephone call, a personal appointment, and keeping in touch to encourage personal growth through Bible Study or church -- when appropriate.

2.
Discuss when further contact is appropriate following a personal appointment.

3.
Discuss when further contact is inappropriate following a personal appointment.

III.
Follow-up may include communicating any of the following:

A.
A clear presentation of the Gospel (and how to receive Christ). 

B.
Assurance of salvation and acceptance by God.  

C.
Growth in the Christian life. 

D.
Obedience to God -- Read James 1:22-25

E.
How to deal with sin (I Peter 2:1-3 and I John 1:9)

F.
The abundant life through the filling and empowering of the Holy Spirit.  

IV.
While we are emphasizing personal follow-up (one-on-one appointment) keep in mind that effective follow-up may take place in several environments:


Initial follow-up


Personal (1 on 1)           Group (Coffee, Lunch, Dessert) 
       Personal study

A.
Why should personal follow-up be a priority?  

B.
See if your ideas all fit into one of these three factors:

1.
The vulnerability of a new Christian who is just coming from darkness to light.  The new believer is more easily deceived by Satan and the world because they lack proper understanding of the Word and their resources in God.

2.
Their potential for change -- this is a pivotal point in their lives.  They need direction from a mature Christian to help detect problems and guide them in Scripture.

3.
The rate and probability of growth increases in the believer with proper follow-up.

V.
Visualize a strategy for reaching your objective in follow-up

A.
Verbally walk through the progression of the following steps:

Evangelism ( Initial Follow Up (to give assurance and motivate for further involvement) ( Establish Personal Relationships ( Disciples in Making ( Involve Christians in Bible Study and Church ( Provide continual opportunity for growth through exposure to fellowship ( Train, equip, and involve for ministry outreach and discipleship

B.
Read John 15:8,16.  How will the progression of events above help you realize the fulfillment of these verses?

C.
Have a few minutes of silent prayer, recording any impressions He may give you:

1.
“Lord, do I know someone with whom you would like for me to share the Gospel?”

2.
“Lord, who has heard a presentation of the Gospel, but I have neglected to see if they have understanding and “assurance” of salvation?

D.
Close in conversational prayer together asking the Lord for the obedience, commitment and boldness to take the initiative in personal follow-up.
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