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3 WEEK BIBLE STUDY
INTRODUCTION

At the conclusion of a Small Dinner Party, (or any other Follow—up event described in this Section) invite your guests to a three week evening Bible Study, preferably in the home of a Host Couple.

We have included three lesson plans for you to print and use for this series.  They have been used effectively.

In some locations, the study lasts five weeks and a testimony is scheduled for a couple of those sessions, followed by some basic Bible Study from a gifted teacher.  Be creative!

Instructions for leading an effective Three Week Bible Study.

1.
You may choose to mail an invitation to those who checked any of the boxes at the Outreach Dinner Party, but were unable to attend the Small Dinner Party.

2.
It is also encouraging to call each prospect before the first meeting, explaining the dates, time and place - and that there is no long-term commitment involved, only three weeks.

3.
Emphasize the time of the Study (one hour to one and one-half hours) and urge them to come early to get acquainted.

4.
Ask each person to bring a notebook and a Bible if he owns one (have extra Bibles on hand).  This communicates the fact that this is a serious study of God’s Word and will motivate him to come.

5.
PRAY!!!  Pray for each person by name, that they would be open to what the Word has to say, come to know Christ and grow in their faith.  Pray for the hosts and the leader of the study to be loving and sensitive making the guests feel welcome and at home.

6.
Do the lesson yourself beforehand and thoroughly study the Scripture passages involved.  If any are new to you, meditate on them.

a.
Be alert for applications in your own life of the concepts presented in the lesson.

b.
Remember:  You want to make the Word of God come alive to your guests.  Therefore, always work to apply these principles to their daily lives-—this week, today, right where they live.

7.
How to “set the stage” for a successful studv
a.
Designate someone to welcome the guests at the door.  Have each guest wear a name tag.  Be sure to introduce each guest to someone and get them talking.  If you do not already have the names, addresses and telephone numbers of all the guests, pass around a sheet of paper to obtain them or have them sign a guest book.

b.
Start and conclude the meeting on time.

c.
After the third evening together, tell them all about the Large Bible Study for men and women.  It is your goal for them to become involved in the ongoing process of growing in Christ and becoming involved in Executive Ministries opportunities to WIN-BUILD and SEND.

SESSION ONE
WHY BOTHER WITH JESUS?

A. Was he really God?

1. 
       What did He say?

a. John 10:30

b. John 14:8,9

2.

What did His friends say?


a.  Matthew 16:16



b. John 20:28



c. John 1:1,14


3.
What
did His enemies say?



John
10:33


4.
What are we left with?

a. His claims are true

b. He was a liar

c. He was a lunatic

B. Why did He come to earth? 


1. Man is sinful


Romans 3:23


2.
Man
is separated from God




Romans 6:23


3.
Jesus came to reconcile us to God



a.
Romans 5:8



b.
1 Peter 3:18


4.
He
is the only way to God



a.
John 14:6



b.
Acts 4:12

c.
1 Timothy 2:5

C.  What was the significance of the resurrection?

1.
 John 11:25

        2. John 6:39,40

D.  What does God expect our response to be to the person of Jesus?

1.
John 1:12,13

2.
Revelation 3:20

SESSION TWO
CAN I REALLY TRUST THE BIBLE?

A.
Nature of its origins

1.
Written over a 1500 year span (Moses, C. 1500 B.C. through John, C. 100 A.D.).

2.
Written by 40 authors:  kings, peasants, philosophers, fishermen, poets, statesman, shepherds and military men.

3.
Written on 3 continents (Asia, Europe, Africa)

4.
Written in 3 languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek)

5.
Written in diverse places (dungeon, wilderness, palace, on a battlefield)

6.
Subject matter very controversial, yet... .it is a perfect unity.

The chances of getting a book that is a perfect unity out of the diversity recorded above is about as likely as getting Webster’s Dictionary out of an explosion in a print shop.

B.
Manuscript Evidence (see attached chart) - Two measurements of an ancient document’s reliability are (1) How many copies of the original document are available (the more copies, the more we can be assured of the original document’s reliability).  (2) How old are the copies (obviously the closer the copy is to the original document, the more reliable it is).

C.
Archeological Evidence

1.
Dead Sea Scrolls (125 B.C.), virtually identical with earliest prior text from 916 A.D.  This demonstrates how God has preserved the Scriptures over hundreds of years.

“Of the 166 words in Isaiah 53, there are only seventeen letters in question.  Ten of these letters are simply a matter of spelling, which does not affect the sense.  Four more letters are minor stylistic changes, such as conjunctions.  The remaining three letters comprise the word ‘light,’ which is added in verse 11, and does not affect the meaning greatly.  Furthermore, this word is supported by the LXX and IQ Is.  Thus, in one chapter of 166 words, there is only one word (3 letters) in question after a thousand years of transmission - and this word does not significantly change the meaning of the passage.”

Norman L. Geisler

“There can be no doubt that archaeology has confirmed the substantial historicity of Old Testament tradition.”

“The excessive scepticism shown toward the Bible by important historical schools of the 18th and 19th centuries, certain phases of which still appear periodically, has been progressively discredited.

Discovery after discovery has established the accuracy of innumerable details, and has brought increased recognition to the value of the Bible as a source of history.”

both quotes by William F. Albright

“The excessive skepticism of many liberal theologians stems not from a careful evaluation of the available data, but from an enormous predisposition against the supernatural.”

Miller Burrows of Yale

D.
Fulfillment of Prophecy


PROPHECY
     FULFILLMENT

Micah 5:2
Born in Bethlehem Matt.-2:1


Isaiah 7:14
Born of a virgin Matt.-1:23


Psalm 22:14-18
CRUCIFIXION


Hands and feet pierced-John 20:25



Lots cast for clothes-John 19:23,24


Isaiah 53:4-9
SUFFERING & DEATH


Silent before accusers-Matt. 27:1 2-1 4



Buried in tomb of rich-Matt.27:57-61

E.
What the Bible says about Itself

1.
2 Timothy 3:16




a.
What is its purpose?




b.
How much is inspired? 



2.  2 Peter 1:20,21



Who wrote it?

3.
Hebrews 4:12
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SESSION THREE
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE BORN AGAIN?

John 3:1—18

A.
CONCERNS

What were the concerns of Nicodemus in coming to Jesus? verses 1-3

B.
CONDITION

What is necessary for a man to get to heaven? verses 3—8

C.
CONFLICT

Why do men not understand the condition? verses 9-15

D.
COMPLETION

What is God’s only provision for man? verses 16—18

