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SMALL DINNER PARTY
Introduction

The Small Dinner Party provides a warm atmosphere for follow-up and further evangelism following an Outreach Dinner Party.  It is usually held in the home of (one of) the Host Couple(s), giving them an opportunity to interact with guests in a more personal way than was possible at the larger party.  Through the years, hundreds of people have responded to the opportunity to “confess Him before men” (Matthew 10:32), thereby solidifying their decision and the assurance of their salvation.  Countless others have left with questions answered and a willingness to continue their investigation of the claims of Christ, perhaps through attending the Bible Study or meeting one-on-one.

1. How to plan and prepare for the Small Dinner Party
a.
Plan to host the Small Dinner Party as soon as possible after the Outreach Dinner Party.

b.
Develop a servant’s attitude.  Everything you do for your guests should point them to Christ.

c.
As a safeguard against conflicting engagements that might prevent some people from coming, plan two Small Dinner Parties (on successive nights or weeks, for example).  Invitees can then choose which party is more convenient to attend.

d.
Plan to serve your guests buffet style (you may either have the meal catered or prepare it yourself).  Have them eat from their laps in your living room, family room, on the porch or in another comfortable setting.  This arrangement is far more relaxing than sitting at a large formal table.

e.
Have water goblets, coffee and dessert already set up in the room in which you will be eating.

2.
How to make a guest list.

a.
Invite all those who checked any box on the Comment Card.

b.
Consult the Comment Cards from the Outreach Dinner Party.  They will often tell you if someone would be interested in coming to a second dinner party, even though they did not check a box.

c.
Use the guest list from previous Outreach Dinner Parties as one source for additional names.

d.
Include among your guests one or two Christian couples who can clearly communicate their faith in Christ.

3.
How to invite the guests by written invitation
a.
Buy invitation cards and fill in the details by hand. 

b.
Or, use personal notepaper and design your own handwritten invitation.

c.
Be sure to include a telephone RSVP.

4. How to greet the Quests and make them feel at ease.
a.
Memorize the names of all your guests before the party.  This will alleviate the pressure of trying to remember everyone’s name as he or she arrives.

b.
Make sure that either you or your spouse (or both of you) greets guests at the door.

c.
Give everyone a name tag.

1)
Most people are too embarrassed to ask a person 5 name after the initial introduction.

2)
Name tags will allow your guests to relax.

d.
Forgo a formal blessing for the food.  Most of your guests will be non-Christians and may feel uncomfortable if you pray.  Pray quietly to yourself.  The Lord will understand!

5.
How to make the transition to the “sharing" portion of the evening.
a.
Tailor your introduction to highlight the fact that at the Small Dinner Party the guests are the speakers.

b.
As another option, read parts of an article giving the testimony of a well-known Christian (or a local celebrity) to introduce this section. 

6.
How to conduct the “sharing" portion of the evening.
a.
As moderator, maintain control, occasionally inserting comments and calling on the next person to keep things moving along smoothly.

b.
To set the proper tone for this portion of the evening, start with a couple on your left.  Arrange beforehand for a couple to sit there who has a clear testimony.

1)
Explain to the couple ahead of time that each one is to speak no longer than two or three minutes.

2)
Emphasize that they should make the issue clear:  How and when they received Christ, and the difference in their lives as a result of having received Christ as personal Savior and Lord.

c.
Reinforce doctrinally sound comments.

d.
When non-Christians make “questionable” statements, be sensitive by responding in the following ways:

1)
Don’t panic and criticize the guest.  In fact, be prepared for these comments!  Remember, you, too, were once lost and in spiritual darkness.

2)
Say something like, “That’s an interesting thought, (John).  We appreciate your honesty.”

3)
Continue to demonstrate love and acceptance of the person.

e.
BE PREPARED TO SEE THE HOLY SPIRIT WORK IN A MIGHTY WAY DURING THIS TIME.  YOU WILL BE AMAZED BY THE CANDOR OF YOUR GUESTS.

7.
How to conclude the evening.
a.
When everyone present has shared (the Host Couple may or may not share), conclude by thanking your guests for their openness and stimulating thoughts.

b.
Make a transition into a brief review of the Gospel.

1)
Say something like, “Various individuals tonight have mentioned coming into a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  I would like to review briefly God’s plan of salvation as we conclude a very enjoyable evening together.”

2)
Refer to the main points of the Four Spiritual Laws in a

3-4
minute summary.

c.
To introduce the “pray-with-me” invitation, say something like, “Since we have been talking about God all evening, it would be nice to close by talking with Him.  I am going to pray a prayer out loud now, and if you would like to receive Christ tonight, simply pray silently along with me.  Let’s pray.”

d.
Following the prayer, ask those who prayed and received Christ to give their name tags to you as they leave.  Then thank them for contributing to a fun and meaningful evening.

e.
In closing, invite those who are interested to attend a three to five-week Bible Study that will cover several of the principle themes of Scripture.  (see lesson plans provided in this Outreach Follow-Up Section.)  Be sure to tell them the date, time and location of the first study.

