BARRIERS TO FULL TIME CHRISTIAN WORK: PARENTS’ CONCERNS

Personal Study Guide

Session 5 
Staff Team Bible Study on SENDING

This is the second study dealing with common barriers people experience when they consider full-time Christian work. Support raising was the barrier considered in the previous segment. This segment deals with parental concerns. In this segment, we want to give a good biblical foundation for the proper role of parental wishes in discerning God’s will for the future.

I.
Parental Authority
A.  Read Ephesians 6:1—3.

The following commentary is taken from Wuest’s Word Studies p.136, by Kenneth Wuest, Wm. Eerdman’s Publishing Co.

“Obey is hupakouo, the simple word meaning ‘to hear’... that is to hear under authority. It speaks of the one hearing as being under the authority of someone else. Thus, the word comes to mean ‘to hearken to a command, to obey, to be obedient to, submit to.’

Honor is timao, ‘to estimate, fix the value.’ To honor someone therefore, is to evaluate that person accurately and honestly, and treat him with the deference, respect, reverence, kindness, courtesy, and obedience which his station in life or his character demands. Expositors (Bible Commentary) says: ‘Obedience is the duty; honor is the disposition of which the obedience is born’.”

1.
What do these verses teach about respect for parental authority?

2.
Write a short definition of “obey”.

3.
Why should children obey parents?

4.
In what way should this obedience be shown?

5.
How is this similar to obeying God?

6.
Define “honor.”

7.
Why should children honor parents?

B.
Read the following family histories, then write a paragraph comparing the ways in which parents were or were not honored.

I Samuel 19:1-7-- Saul and Jonathan

II Samuel 15:1-14-- David and Absalom

II.
Actions of Jesus
The exaltation of parental authority in the Bible is quite clear. The commandment to honor your father and your mother was considered by the Jews as one of the most important of virtues

(Exodus 20:12). The respect for parental authority was so strong that any child who cursed his parents was liable to punishment by death (Exodus 21:17, Leviticus 20:9). Jesus reiterated this respect for parents (Mark 10:19; Matthew 19:19; Luke 18:18-20) and chose to be subject to His parents as a child.

A.  As a Child

Read Luke 2:41-52.

1.
Where did Jesus’ parents begin looking for Him?

2.
Where did they find Him? 

3.
What does this tell you about His parents?

4.
What does this tell you about Jesus?

5.
Was Jesus being disrespectful? Why or why not?

NOTE: “Reverence of the children for the father (in Bible lands): Reverence of children for their parents, and especially the father, is well nigh universal in the East down to modern times.

Among the Arabs, it is very seldom that a son is heard of as being undutiful. It is quite customary for the child to greet the father in the morning by the kissing of his hand, and following this, to

stand before him in an attitude of humility, ready to receive any order, or waiting for permission to depart. Following this, the child is often taken upon the lap of the father.

“The mother is believed to be entitled to honor and to have authority from God. Actually the father and mother are looked at as being the representatives of God in the matter of authority. They are considered as having this position no matter how poorly they fulfill their obligations. Hebrew children in general held their mothers in great respect, even when they became adults. This may be illustrated by the great influence exerted by queen mothers on the kings of 3udah and Israel (I Kings 2:19; II Kings 11:1; 24:12).” From Manners and Customs of Bible Lands. p. 104 & 106, Fred Wight, Moody Press.

6.
What did Jesus do after returning from Jerusalem with Mary and Joseph?

What does this teach you about Jesus?

B.
As an Adult

Is there a time when a person is considered an adult and responsible for making his own decisions before God? I£t’s examine this question as it relates to the life of Jesus.

Read John 2:1-11.


1.
What did Jesus’ mother say to Him? 



Why would she go to Him?


2.
Was the response of Jesus to His mother an indication of lack of respect? Why or


why not?’
~

NOTh:
Jesus’ response to Mary’s suggestion must be seen in the context of one who had reached his own maturity and was in the leadership position of a priest. There was no disrespect here. In fact, the Greek term for woman ~une) is one of endearment and respect (see John 19:26). The question He asks is “What to me and to you, woman” (a Hebrew idiom). This is simply a declaration that He was now responsible for His own independent actions and was no longer under his parents’ authority.

3.
What would you say to one of your disciples if he/she asked, “Did Jesus honor His mother in this instance?”

C.
What do the following Scriptures indicate about the age at which a child is viewed as being an adult and held personally responsible for his decisions by God?


Numbers 32:10-13; 14:26-35 


Numbers 1:1-3; 26:2 (deals with a man being enrolled for military service)

Exodus 38:25,26 (deals with taxes) 

In biblical times when was a person considered an adult and responsible for making his own decisions before God?

II. The Cost of Discipleship 
A.  Read Luke 9:59, 60.

1.
Why did Jesus respond so strongly to the man who wanted to bury his father?

2.
How can Jesus’ statement be clearly understood compared to His demand to honor and care for parents?

3.
Read Luke 9:61,62. Why did Jesus rebuke the man who wanted to say good-bye to those at home?

What do you observe in these verses about the relationship of family and of following Jesus? 

Jesus made it absolutely clear that an adult must give priority to following Him over the will of the parents. Peter commented to Jesus that they had left all for Jesus’ sake. At that statement, Jesus said that the twelve apostles would be given the honor of ruling over the twelve tribes of Israel, and then said, ‘And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first (See Matthew 19:27-30)

What is the promise Jesus gave those who pay the cost of discipleship?


B.
Read Luke 12:49-53.

1.
To what division is Jesus referring? 

2.
Why does the truth of Jesus divide some families?

3.
How did Jesus see family in relation to discipleship?

4.
How can Jesus’ statement be clearly understood compared to His demand to honor and care for parents?

C.
Read Mark 1:16-20.

1.
What was Jesus’ command and promise to Simon and Andrew?

2.
How long did it take for them to decide to follow Jesus?

3. How does Jesus regard family business in relation to His Father’s business? 

How do you view this relationship?

4.
Does this text indicate that James and John conferred with Zebedee about their decision to follow Jesus?

Is this disobedience? Why or why not?

IV. My Accountability
A
Write a summary statement describing your understanding of the proper role of parental wishes in discerning God’s will for your life (be prepared to share your summary statement with your staff team).

B.
List several practical ways that you can show honor to your parents.

C.
List several practical ideas to help your disciples understand that parental wishes should be considered and respected, but God’s call must be the highest priority.

For further Study:

a.
Honor and Obedience: Philippians 2:22; Colossians 3:20.

b.
Age of Adulthood: Leviticus 27:1-5; Matthew 4:21,22; Matthew 19:5.

c.
Read Mark 3:31-35. What do Jesus’ words indicate about His affection and respect for His


family compared with His feelings for His disciples?


d.    Read Matthew 10:1&22;37. How did Jesus see family in relation to discipleship?

e. Read John 19:25-27. From this passage/what is Jesus’ attitude toward His mother?

f. Provision and Respect: Mark 7:10-12; 10:19

g. Cults often try to break their “disciples’” relationships with their parents. How would you respond to the suggestion that we might be doing something similar?

APPLICATION SECTION
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Parents’ Concerns

List several practical ways you can show honor to your parents.

What biblical assistance would you give to your disciple who may have parental barriers in joining staff? (Write an outline.)

