THE NEED FOR WORKERS

Personal Study Guide

Staff Team Bible Study on SENDING
Session 3

This session builds on the foundation of God’s missionary heart and His desire to reconcile the world to Himself. Our awareness of God’s heart for people who are alienated from Him makes the needs of our world even more painful to consider. This session looks at humanity’s need for God and Christ’s response to this need. We then examine our response to such a serious condition: to pray for workers, to go ourselves and to call others to go.

I.
The Lost Condition of the World
A
Take several minutes to read through the headlines of your local newspaper. (If you do not have a newspaper, simply think through the local and world events that you may have heard on the radio the last few weeks.) List 10 words that describe humanity, society, and/or the world.

Summarize these 10 words into 1 word:

B.
If Jesus was to use one word to describe humanity, society, and the world, what word do you think He would choose?

C.
Much of the focus of this study will be on the word “lost”. What does the word “lost” mean to you?
D.
What do you recall about yourself when you were lost (that is, when you were separated from Christ)?



In today’s world, what are indications of people being lost?


E.
The Scripture indicates several results of being lost. Read the following verses and list     the results of being lost:



Ephesians 2:1-3




Ephesians 2:11, 12 

Ephesians 5:8; Romans 5:10    

F.
Write down one additional passage that relates to the consequences of being lost for



eternity.
NOTE: LOST is the word used to describe the condition of humanity. The Greek word for lost is apollumi. The same word may be translated destroy, kill, ruin, utterly lose, or perish.

II.
Jesus’ Response to the Lost
A.
Going to the World Read Luke 15:1-7.

1.
What do you learn about the lost condition of the sheep?

2.
Why do you suppose the shepherd sees finding the sheep as urgent?

3. Why is there such rejoicing in heaven? 
We have examined in Session One why Jesus came to the world. He was clearly the initiator by coming to us and modeling what our response should be to the lost. The purpose of this session is to help us clearly understand the temporal and permanent aspects of being lost. We must all share the same conviction that the main problem with people is that they are LOST!

Read Luke 15:8-32 for further insight into Jesus’ compassion for the lost.

4.
Why do you think Jesus used three parables in a row on this subject of being lost?


5.
“For the Son of man has come to ______________________________.”


(Luke 19:10)

What significance does this verse have for you? So then, what is wrong with people?

B.
Prayer

Read Matthew 9:35-39.

1.
What is Jesus’ response to the multitude?
2.
What characteristics of the multitude contributed to this response?


3.       How does Jesus instruct his disciples to respond? 

C.
Calling Others to Go


1.
Read Matthew 10:1-6. In verse 1 and then verses 5-6, what does Jesus do in response



to the need He saw in Matthew 9:38?

2.
God chose to use us to be His primary response to the need rather than meeting it by Himself. How is this both a privilege and responsibility?


3.
Reminder: Why does God send workers to the lost world with the Good News?

(I John 4:9,10) 
II. Our Response to the Lost

A
Pray for Workers

1.
Read Luke 10:1,2.

What did Jesus remind the “seventy” to do as they went out?

2. This is one of the few places in Scripture where we are told to pray for a specific result. What does this indicate to you about the importance God places on seeing more workers go to the harvest field?

3. Why does He tell them this as they are being sent?

NOTE: The following statements describe some of the serious shortages of Christian in our world:

a. There is one trained Christian worker for every 450,000 people in the world.

b. For every 10,000 villages in India, 9850 have no Christian 

community at all. 

c. There is only one missionary for every 1.6 million Muslims.

d. Less than 1% of the population of Japan and Thailand are Christian.

e. There are over 1.5 million towns and villages in Europe with no evangelical witness.

f.    There are eleven nations in Africa with less than 1% evangelical    

     believers. Five more nations have less than 2% believers.

g.   The percentage of evangelical believers in Paraguay, Uruguay, and     

      Venezuela is below 2%.

4.
How do these facts motivate you to pray?

B.
Going to the World

1. Read II Corinthians 5:18-21.

a. What is an ambassador? 
b.
What are some important traits of a good ambassador for Christ?

c.
What motivates you to be an ambassador for Christ? 

d.
How compatible is the desire to enjoy all the comforts of home with the command to go to all peoples of the earth?  

2.
Which of the following attitudes demonstrates a loving obedience to the command to go?

“I’m willing to go anywhere.”

“I’m willing to go anywhere except...”

“I’m willing to go to wherever they have an appealing lifestyle.” “I’m willing to go to a place I choose.”

“I’d be willing to go if it weren’t for my family.”

“I’m willing to stay home and encourage someone who is going.”

C.
Calling Others to Go

1.
Read 2 Timothy 2:2.

a. 
How does this verse relate to our response toward people being lost?

b.
Why is this strategy of multiplication so important?

2. How did Jesus model this disciple-making strategy? (See the following verses)

Matthew 10:1



Mark 3:13-14

Luke 10:1, 2 

D.
What would be the numerical increase of new workers if the Lord used you to raise up one new staff member every 2 years? If each subsequent new staff member raised up one new staff member every 2 years, how many new workers would the Lord produce in 10 years? (See answer on the last page after you make the calculation yourself.) How many more workers would be sent in 10 years if each person raised up one new staff each year?

APPLICATION SECTION

Session 3

The Need for Workers

How can we be more involced in praying for workers?

Individually:

Staff Team:

Local Ministry:

Turn to the Personal Planning Worksheet following this section, and write down names of people for whom you will begin praying. (Don’t complete the whole Personal Planning Worksheet at this time. Just fill in names of those you wish to ask God to thrust into the harvest.)

In addition to praying, what are some practical steps you can take to help raise up more workers for the harvest?

Summary - So Why Am I Here?

Peter wrote that we are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession....

IN ORDER THAT WE --

“...may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called (us) out of darkness into His marvelous light”

(I Peter 2:9 NASB).

There is a tremendous need for workers in the harvest It is the role of the Holy Spirit to call and direct workers into the harvest. Our responsibility is to pray for more workers, to go to the harvest and to help SEND others to work in the harvest.

It is a tremendous challenge. However, as we go we can also be encouraged that we are sent to be part of a great work God is already doing in our world today.

•
The JESUS film has been translated into over 100 languages and shown to over 500 million people.

•
Mrican churches are currently adding members at the rate of 20,000 each day.

•
Never in history has such a high percentage of the world’s population been exposed to the gospel. * *

•
Reliable estimates for China indicate that 40-50 million people may have come to faith since

1975.* *

•
Despite the rise of Islamic Fundamentalism, Muslims have been more exposed to the gospel and have been more responsive to it than ever before.**

•
The growth of evangelical believers in the Third World has accelerated dramatically since World War II, with 1975-85 seeing the fastest growth. Omitting China, the increase was 6.7% annually.**

How do these facts motivate you to pray?

New Life 2000 is a workable plan to expose six billion people to the gospel, see one billion people indicate decisions for Christ and plant one million churches in this next decade. In the next staff meeting we will be reviewing the goals of New Life 2000 and how God might use us to meet the great challenges of this LOST world.

**
Notes taken from Operation World by Patrick Johnstone, Send the Light Publisher, 1987, p.35-36
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