How To Use The Four Laws Effectively 

1. Introducing the booklet ( this assumes that you have made some transition to the idea of having a personal relationship with Christ and they have opened the door to hear about that) 

Before you take the booklet out of your pocket(!)  say, "I have a brief presentation of the New Testament message that explains how a person can know Christ personally. May I show it to you?"  Then if they say yes, begin sharing the booklet.

2. Begin reading VER BATIM from the front page.  Don't add anything except when they need clarification of a term.   Maintain occasional eye contact and use their name occasionally.

3. WHEN "SMOKESCREENS" ARISE:   sometimes people will bring up objections (see John 4). If it is a point of clarifying language, do so immediately.  If however, it is something like, "what about evolution?" or "how do you know the Bible is true?"  handle those by saying, "That's a question a lot of people have.  Let me finish this presentation and if your question is unsatisfied we can discuss it then."  They will most likely forget the objection.  BUT, if they still have questions, answer if possible or direct to resources.

4. KEY TRANSITIONS

a. At the end of Law 1 say,  "Jim, let me pose a question that will help put this in perspective. On a scale of 1 to 100, how sure are you that if you died today you would spend eternity with God?"  [they will answer about 70-85%]   "Okay, now let me ask a second question:  if you were to die today and you met God at the gate of heaven and He were to ask you, 'why should I let you into heaven?'  what would you tell Him?"

** They will anwer with some works response such as they try to be a good person, never hurt anyone, go to church etc. Listen carefully to the answer and note in whom they are placing their hope for acceptance.  Unless it is Jesus and His death, their hope is unfounded and not 100%!!  

b. When you get through Law 2, it is critical that the person grasps the concept of personal sin and its penalty. Most will not understand that the wages for sin is not more good works but spiritual death!  So, to find out if they grasp the concept, at the end of Law 2 ask, "Do you see any solution for man's problem of separation from God?"   Invariably they will say, "I guess you have to try harder-- be a better person, etc."   Take them back to Rom 3:23,  all have sinned,   and Rom 6:23, the wages of sin is death.  Explain that no matter how many good works you produce you still have many sinful acts and thoughts to account for.  And the penalty is not additional works, but spiritual death.  (The illustration of playing a video of one's thoughts for all to see clarifies this!!) Then ask again, if they see any solution for their sin problem.

c. Read through law 3 and 4.  When you get to the circles, read through as written.  Respond as follows-

Which circle best represents your life right now?   


IF they say left or in between, read on.


If they say the right circle say, "Great. When did you come to know Christ personally?"   

This gives you a chance to hear them explain how they came to Christ. You may sense they only have a "works testimony."   In any case, say, "Let me read on because this explains how someone can become a Christian and you may want to share that with someone else."

Which circle would you like to have represent your life?


If they say the right circle just read on


If they say the left, or unsure, then ask, "Is there any reason why you wouldn't want to have Christ in your life?  Listen carefully to the answer.  Their objection may be due to a misunderstanding that you can clear up.  Explain that there may be a time in the future when they will want to receive Christ.  Then simply read on.

d. The prayer

After reading through the prayer, ask them if it expresses the desire of their heart (even if they earlier said they were unsure)  If yes, ask why they would want to receive Christ.  This reveals whether they really understand the issues.  If they do then invite them to pray right then to trust Christ as their Savior. If you sense hesitancy, invite them to pray silently to God and say "amen" out loud when they are done.  If they are still hesitant say, "If you are uncomfortable praying here I suggest that later you find a quiet place where you can review what we've looked at and make that decision to invite Christ into your life."  Suggest that they call you the next day and let you know of their decision because you have additional material to show them that will really help them grow in their new relationship with Christ.

If they say they feel they have already made that decision but you sense from their answer to the 100% question that they really are works oriented you can help them see their need to make a genuine decision.  ***Say, "Bob, remember when I asked you how sure you were on a scale of 100?  You said 85%.  I asked what you would say to God for acceptance and you pointed to your works, attitude etc.  According to your answer who are you trusting in or depending on for acceptance by God?"    Usually they will recognize they are trusting in themselves.  Then point out that the Bible says we can never be good enough but must turn from hoping in OUR GOODNESS to what Christ did on the cross. Clarify the issue and then suggest that since there is doubt in their hearts, God would not be offended if they make a sincere decision to trust Christ once for all.  Encourage them to pray to receive Christ as instructed above.

Role Play

1. Take turns reading p. 5 and asking the transitional question, "Do you see any solution for the problem of man's sin?"  Respond to your partner's works oriented answer.

2. Go through the circles with your partner.  The first time have partner A respond "left, right." The second time have partner B respond, "unsure, unsure."

