APOLOGETICS AND BASIC OUESTIONS PEOPLE ASK 
I. Introduction

ATTENTION LEADER:
Have your Scriptures for each lesson written out on individual slips of paper to be distributed and looked up before the class begins.  Instruct the class to use the slips to mark their place in the Bible and read them as they are reached in the lesson plan to save time.

A.
The material presented here is too much to cover in two weeks thoroughly, but all of the resources will prove valuable for future reference.  Cover what you can agreeing to finish up any uncovered material at home before the next week.

B.
As you approach each section, take turns reading it.  Pause to digest, re-word what you heard and summarize and work through the questions, filling in the blanks as you go.

C.
Be sure to take the time to hear the Bible verses read as you move through each point.  Apologetics is a defense of the faith using the Scriptures.  These pages simply point the way to finding and understanding the answers Scripture gives to man 5 questions.

D.
The first lesson deals with the following:

1.
Proper Use of Apologetics

2.
Faith Barriers or Smoke Screens?

3.
Three Basic Questions People Often Ask

a.
Is the Bible the Word of God?

b.
Is Christ God?

c.
Is Christ the Only Way?

II.
The Proper Use of Apologetics


A.
Definition:
A defense of the faith.
Know how to answer



questions!
Verses to keep in mind:
(fill in key thought)

-
I Corinthians 2:1&4

-
I Peter 3:15

-
II Timothy 2:23-26

B.
All our knowledge cannot convince a person to become a Christian.  The Holy Spirit must draw a person and convict him.

1.
As we walk in the Spirit, we will become more discerning as to a person’s openness to the Gospel.

2.
WE USE ONLY ENOUGH APOLOGETICS TO MOTIVATE A PERSON TO HONESTLY CONSIDER GOD.

3.
Deal with a person sufficiently to get him back to the issue of the Gospel.  Try not to get off onto peripheral issues.  The power to save is found in the Gospel.. .not the~ issues. (Rom.1:16)

4.
Only use apologetics to exalt and magnify Jesus   NOT to show your superior Biblical knowledge or to argue!

5.
Challenge the person to read the Gospel of John and then ask himself:  “Is Jesus worthy of my trust?”

C.
To aid yourself in determining whether a person has asked a question to throw up a ‘smoke screen” or a “faith barrier”, ask them:  “IF I COULD PROVE TO YOU THAT CHRIST IS GOD,” (or that the Bible is a reliable authority, or that Jesus rose from the dead, etc.)”  WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO ACKNOWLEDGE JESUS CHRIST AS YOUR SAVIOR AND LORD?”

Other questions to ask a person we are witnessing to who has doubts or questions are:

1.
“What is there about Christ that troubles you or that you don’ t understand?”

2.
“If you could, would you want to know God personally?”

3.
“Have you ever taken the time to honestly investigate Christ?”

4.
“Would you be interested in some proofs to the deity of Christ?”

5.
“If this is TRUTH, do you want to miss it?  Are you willing to do your homework?”

6.
“Don’t you think it would be better to reject Christ based on thorough research of the issues than out of ignorance?”

III.
Faith Barriers or Smoke Screens?  Whenever you share the Gospel with another person you will always get a variety of responses, comments, opinions and questions.

A.
Some people will be very open to what you are saying but will have serious questions that hinder them from accepting Christ. These serious questions are faith barriers and must be resolved before a person can put his faith in Christ.  Many Christians have faith barriers also and sincerely want their questions answered so they can continue to grow in their faith.

B.
Other people will ask many questions, but are using their questions as a smoke screen to divert the issue from the Gospel.  Usually even our best attempts to answer their questions will not affect their opinion of the Gospel in any way.  People who consistently hide behind smoke screens are refusing to truly consider the Gospel.. usually for one of these three reasons:

