TESTIMONY TRAINING — (for three weeks)

I.
1st Week
A.
Read II Timothy 4:2 —- and I Peter 3:15 (Phillips) -- to provide the basis and reasoning for preparing a clear presentation of how you came to know Christ.  The purpose is NOT to give your life story, but to provide a concise example to an unbeliever of how one person came to know Christ personally.  The training will not limit the Holy Spirit or “put you into a box”, with a “canned approach”, but rather you will find it frees you up to clearly be “ready to make a defense.. .for the hope that is in you...” (I Peter 3:15).

B.
Review together the Do’s and Don’ts of a three minute testimony on the next page.

C.
Trainer:  Share your personal testimony and have the group critique it.

D.
Divide into twos.  Turn to the TESTIMONY WORK SHEET and switch papers.  One of you begin by asking the other the questions and recording the answers.  After 15 minutes, switch.. and the other ask the questions and record the partner’s testimony on his work sheet.  (You will enioy this exercise because it gives you an opportunity to get to know another better and help him focus on when and how he came to Christ.)

E.
Take your outline home and write a rough draft of your testimony to be shared at the next meeting.  Allow for at least one page each for the “before”, “how” and “after”.  Your final goal is a three to five minute testimony.

II.
2nd Week
A.
Break into groups of four or five, with a trained person with each group.  Take turns reading your rough drafts to each other.  “Listeners” take notes so you can critique each testimony at its conclusion with helpful comments, suggestions and observations.  (Remember to encourage and lovingly critique, taking 10 minutes for each person.)

B.
Discuss the use of a good introduction:  one that helps the listeners to have interest in what is about to be said.  It should not sound “religious”.  You might use:  illustrations, portions of songs or poems, popular commercial slogans, a personal story, achievements or occupation, etc.  Or perhaps a “catchy” theme that continues to run through the testimony and then ends up “wrapping up” the main thought.

C.
Assignment:  Rewrite and refine your testimony and compose an introduction.  Both will be read next week.

III.
3rd Week
A.
When you share your testimony, be sure to:

1.
Share it with loving enthusiasm in the power of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18).

2.
Speak loudly and clearly in a natural, relaxed tone of voice (avoid ministerial “twang.”)

3.
Avoid mannerisms when you speak, such as: rubbing your nose, swaying, clearing your throat and using “uh’s” and "ah."

4.
Avoid preaching at people.  Present your testimony, not a “preachimony.”

5.
Smile!  Ask the Lord to give you a happy, radiant face.

6.
Memorize your testimony and practice it until it becomes natural.

B.
Break into small groups to read your introductions and testimonies together.  This time as you “listen”--particularly critique the “how to receive Christ” section.  Is it CLEAR? Suggest changes in working, clarification, and other observations.

C.
Make a final draft and hand in a printed copy by (set date) to trainer.

D.
Once your testimony is completed and handed in, the trainer should schedule testimonies to be READ to the entire LEADERSHIP or at the Bible Study before the lecture.

