DO’S AND DON’TS OF A THREE MINUTE TESTIMONY
DO

1.
Ask the Lord to give wisdom and guidance as you write (James1:5,6)

2.
Follow the TESTIMONY WORK SHEET notes to form your outline.

3.
Emphasize life AFTER you received Christ, if you became a Christian as a child.

4.
Begin with an interesting, attention-getting sentence and make a good conclusion.  Include relevant, thought-provoking facts and experiences.

5.
Express yourself in such a way that others can relate with you.

6.
Give enough details to arouse interest.

7.
Use at least one--but at the most two, Scripture verses.

8.
Edit carefully and rewrite after it has been critiqued by others.

9.
Remember, your testimony is meant to be a talk, not good reading material.

DON’ T
1.  
Use Christian jargon like: saved, convicted, converted, born-again. These phrases do not communicate to the average non-Christian.  They are precious to us, but often misunderstood and consequently ridiculed.

2.
Be too wordy, beat around the bush, or emphasize how bad you used to be.

3.
Speak in glittering generalities.  Avoid words like:  wonderful, glorious....

4.
Mention church denominations... especially in a derogatory way.

5.
Speak critically or negatively about any other individual or group.

6.
Give the impression that the Christian life is a “bed of roses”.

TESTIMONY WORKSHEET

BEFORE I RECEIVED CHRIST I LIVED AND THOUGHT THIS WAY:

(Attitudes, needs, problems, -life revolved around.... source of security, peace, happiness...)

HOW I RECEIVED CHRIST:

(When and how you heard the Gospel, exposure to vital Christianity, initial reactions to Jesus Christ, mental barriers, turning point, the point of decision... .be clear.)

AFTER I RECEIVED CHRIST. THESE CHANGES TOOK PLACE:

(Actions, attitudes, problems -- be specific --How long before you noticed changes)

CONCLUSION:
WHAT DOES JESUS CHRIST MEAN TO YOU:

(Pertinent or favorite Scripture verse)

