



THE PRE-DINNER INVOLVEMENT DESSERT

1.
Purpose:

The pre—dinner involvement dessert will allow you to involve others who desire involvement in this ministry and at the same time enhance the distinctives of Executive Ministries.  Realistically, there will always be a challenge to maintain these distinctives.  On the other hand, you will want to help other Christians who can “catch the vision” to become involved.  Also, this involvement vehicle allows you to keep your Christian friends informed and encouraged as they serve the Lord with you.

2.
Focus:

To help our focus, these are the main distinctives of Executive

Ministries:

a.
The Outreach Dinner Parties are for those not known to be believers (80-90% is the goal at each dinner).  The higher the percentage of non-believers at the dinners, the more effective the environment will be.

b.
The Outreach Dinner Parties are hosted by Host Couples, not a committee.

c.
There is no organizational visibility or sponsorship - nothing to join or give to.

d.
The Outreach Dinner Party is an event in the process of an ongoing ministry (WIN, BUILD, SEND), that involves many more than the Host Couple.  Here is where the team effort begins.

3.
Objectives:

a.
Give Christian executive couples, who desire to reach their peers for Christ, a vehicle to do so.

b.
Give each couple a chance to find their own level of involvement, depending on their spiritual maturity, spiritual gifts and available time.

c.
Communicate clearly the distinctives of this ministry so that any response to a challenge for involvement is clearly understood and is not purely emotional.

d.
Keep Christian friends informed on the progress of the ministry as an encouragement to them.  Good communications will also promote unity in the body.

4.
Who to Invite:

Include Christian friends who you think could “catch the vision” for reaching out to other business and professional couples and those who will be involved in follow-up.

5.
Timing:

The pre-dinner involvement dessert should come 1-2 weeks before you address invitations to the Outreach Dinner Party.

6.
Invitation:

A typed letter on business stationery has proven to be effective. This allows you to state clearly the intent of your dessert.  

7.
Program for an Evening Dessert:

The following agenda is offered as a model and should be adapted to your particular situation.  A Sunday afternoon tea has also proven successful.

PRE-DINNER INVOLVEMENT DESSERT

AGENDA

7 :30
Coffee and Dessert and Name Tags

7:50
Welcome and Introduction of Guests (any out of town Hosts, Staff, etc.) -- Host

7:55
Purpose of Evening -- Host

8:00
History of the Ministry Concept -- Host or out of town guest

8:10
Testimony -- could be another Host or a “product of the ministry”

8:15    Testimony -- could be a testimony of involvement by the Host or someone else experiencing the benefit of personal ministry.

8:25    Overview of the Movement Process

8:35    Plans for next dinner -- Host

8:40    Challenge for involvement 


9:00
Conversational Prayer

9:15    Conclude

8.
Summary:
a.
The Pre—Dinner Involvement Dessert is an excellent vehicle for you to love your Christian friends by giving them a chance to be involved at the level that they are comfortable with.

b.
As they see results and “catch the vision” they will become more involved, especially as they receive training in the various aspects of the ministry.

c.
At the same time, this vehicle allows you to preserve the distinctives of this ministry. 

d.
Good ongoing communications will be very important as you “seek and save the lost” in your executive community.

