

THE OUTREACH LUNCHEON

(Sponsored by the Men's or Women’s

Small Group)

Introduction

A Bible Study can become ingrown if it does not incorporate consistent outreach opportunities into its ministry to Christians. The Lord knew the “cutting edge” to vital Christian living would be EVANGELISM.  Why else would He have said:  “Follow me and I WILL make you fishers of men”?  Our responsibility is to FOLLOW JESUS (He commanded it).  His responsibility is to MAKE US FISHERS OF MEN (He promised it).

Imagine the spirit of expectancy as the women or men start arriving for the carefully planned luncheon, knowing that every 8 or 9 out of ten people present may be hearing a clear presentation about knowing Christ for the first time!  There is great joy when the Comment Cards reveal that 30 to 40% of those in attendance indicated that they prayed to ask Christ into their hearts and that many show an interest in the Bible Study.

This “group instruction” in fishing for men is a real growing experience, particularly for the younger Christians involved.  We have seen Bible studies host successful events with anywhere from 100 to 500 attending.

1.
What Needs to be Done Before the Luncheon is Presented to the Study?

a.
Appoint a Chairman from within the Leadership.

b.
Set date

c.
Secure facility

d.
Engage Speaker

e.
Design and print Invitation (ten for each small group member)

f.
Design and print tickets (keep seating capicity in mind)



g.
Make posters for the podium, entry, and ticket tables.

2.
When Should the Luncheon be Scheduled?

a.
In the fall, so many can get involved in the Bible Study.

b.
An alternate plan would be to plan a Christmas luncheon, hoping to have many become involved in the Bible Study following the holiday break.

3. 
How Can We Most Effectively Promote the Event

a.
The Invitation

There should be ten given to each class member.  It should be colorful, declaring: the time, date and place, the fact that it is sponsored by the Bible Study, the Speaker 5 name, biographical sketch and topic such as “The Reality of Christianity in a Pressure Packed World”.  The class member should be instructed to mail it to friends, asking them to attend as their guest.

b.
The Ticket

Each person should be asked to pray about buying either one table of ten.. or splitting it with a friend with each of them bringing four guests.  Each person will have to determine the best way to handle the cost.  With prices what they are, some may feel the freedom to ask close acquaintances to buy a ticket and join his or her table.  Others will prefer to take their friends as their guests.

c.
Announcements

The first week the Chairman should present the invitation and explain the procedure for purchasing tickets in the weeks that follow.

Then, each week someone should give a word of encouragement reminding everyone that tickets will be sold following the class   BE CREATIVE! Have someone share how they found Christ through an outreach... use the posters to review WHO the Speaker is and WHY they won’t want to miss hearing his story.. share some Scriptures on “reaching out and sharing the Gospel”.. let someone share any faith barriers they have broken through in asking their friends.. PRAY corporately for the event and those who will hear the Gospel.

4.
What is the workable breakdown for committees?

Chairman
(may choose to be involved in many of the tasks.. .or delegate and oversee)

Program.. Arranging for Speaker... .EMCEE.. and music

Facility.. .Location.. ....... costs (include honorariums)

Printing... invitation... ticket... comment card

Promotion.. testimonies.. posters.. announcements

Hospitality. . Greeters.. name tags

Decorations...centerpieces (for women’s events).. .name tag table, speaker’s platform

Prayer.. during leadership training, and at Bible Study

5. What should we look for in an engaging speaker?

a.
The Speaker should have an adult conversion to share and understand that you want him to clearly share the Gospel as well as his personal testimony.. avoiding controversial issues.

b.
Ideally, the Speaker should offer the prayer of invitation.. but the EMCEE should be prepared to do this if there is ANY question about his confidence in handling this part of the program.

c.
Avoid missionaries or full-time Christian workers who might present a message about their work or preach.

6.
A Suggested Schedule:

11:30  -     Arrive (Piano Music (for women's events)

11:45
-
Welcome by Chairman or delegated EMCEE (Prayer Optional)

11:45
-
Lunch Served

12:30
-
Introduction of Speaker (Emcee)

12:35
-
Message

1:15-1:30- Comment Cards, Announcement about invitation to Bible Study, Dismissal (Bible Study Leader or Emcee)

7.   The Comment Card:

a.
The Comment Cards should be placed in an envelope with pencils at each table.. under the centerpiece. 

b.
The EMCEE should thank the speaker for the talk and instruct everyone to fill out a card as he walks thru the content slowly.

c.
It is important to repeat the importance of checking the first box.

d.
Point out that you plan to send them a helpful booklet.  (“The Reason Why” by Billy Graham or “How To Be Sure You re a Christian” by Bill Bright or ~by Chuck Swindoll.)

e.
When you read the comment about an interest in Bible Study, tell a little about the one that has sponsored this luncheon. (Day, time, place, how many attend, format...VISIT!)

f.
Give several minutes of silence to complete the card and then

ASK THEM TO RETURN THEM TO THE ENVELOPE WITH THE PENCIL.

g.
Make concluding remarks and thank everyone for coming.

8.
Follow-Up
The follow-up after a large outreach sponsored by the Bible Study is an excellent training opportunity for your leadership and growing Christians.  Be creative in training and involving them in group or one-​on-one environments.  Conduct any training before the event, so they are geared to go!
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